The Good Samaritan

A Study of Luke 10:25-37

Big Idea: Love involves compassion, contact, care, and a cost.

Characteristic: Love

I. Introduction

a. Hello, my name is Lorne Zelyck. I am the College Director here at Moon Valley for the next six weeks. I have been involved with the College and High School ministry for 9 years, but for the past couple of years I have felt God calling me away from serving the church in a pastoral setting to serving the church in a more academic setting. As I examined myself and the gifts God has given me and the gifts He hasn’t given me, it just seems that I would be more effective for God as a teacher rather than a pastor. So on August 14th, my wife Kristin and I are moving to Chicago where I will begin the Master’s of Theology program at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School and hopefully continue on into a PhD program in New Testament Studies. After I’m done school, I hope to teach Biblical Literature classes at either a secular university, or a Bible College or Seminary, and serve in the local church as either a lay leader or a volunteer or a janitor or wherever God sees fit.

b. Yet for the next three weeks, I have the privilege of preaching, and looking with you at three things which were important to Jesus. The reason we need to examine what is important to Jesus, is because these are same things which should be important to us. This is a basic presumption of the Christian life: what’s important to Jesus is important to us.

c. To discover what was important to Jesus, we just need to look at the things which He spent the majority of His time talking and teaching about. Though Jesus taught on an array of different social and spiritual topics, as I read the gospels, I see that Jesus repeatedly teaches and emphasizes three important issues: love, forgiveness, and the kingdom of God. And He taught His disciples to receive and transmit each of these things.

i. We are to receive the love of God and dispatch His love to others.

ii. We are to receive the forgiveness of God and disperse His forgiveness to others.

iii. We are to receive the kingdom of God and actively further the kingdom of God.

d. One of Jesus’ favorite ways to teach on these issues was through short, memorable stories, commonly referred to as parables. A parable is a fictitious but true to life story, told to teach a specific spiritual lesson. The Greek word from which our English word parable is derived from, literally means “to cast along side of.” So the purpose of the parable is to teach a spiritual lesson by “casting it” along side earthly the story. 

e. So for the next three weeks, we will be reading and applying some of Jesus’ most memorable parables which relate to the issues of love, forgiveness, and the kingdom of God.

II. The Parable of the Good Samaritan

a. This morning we are going to look at Jesus’ teaching on love by looking at the parable of the Good Samaritan. This parable is one of Jesus’ most popular stories in that it has inspired countless generations to develop ministries and agencies which emphasize helping others. 

b. I suspect many of us have heard this parable, and we have catalogued it with all the other good bedtime stories to tell our kids. But I fear when we do that, we can simply appreciate the earthly story, and fail to apply it directly to our lives. So this morning, you’re going to have to work. I’ll tell the story, but you’ll have to work at getting yourself into the drama, and placing yourself in the crowd, and listening for the spiritual lesson which applies to your life.  

c. The situation which produced this parable is recorded in chapter 10 of the Gospel of Luke. 

10:25 And behold, an expert in the Law rose up to test Him saying, “Teacher, what must be done so that I will inherit eternal life?” 26 But He said to him, “What is written in the Law? How do you read it?” 27 Now he answered and said, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and (you shall love) your neighbor as yourself.” 28 Now He said to him, “You answered correctly. Do this and you will live.” 29 But wishing to justify himself, he said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”
d. The section begins with a question from an expert in the Law, who are also referred to as scribes or lawyers. During this time in history, few people were able to write, so they were profession document writers who would transcribe business transactions, deeds and even personal letters. And during this time, long before the printing press or Xerox machines, they also served as professional photocopy machines; copying letters and manuscripts. These scribes became known as experts in the law or lawyers, because they were consistently dealing with and making copies of the Law or the Old Testament. They were generally assumed to have a great knowledge of the Bible and were close associates of a group of religious Jews known as the Pharisees. 

i. So for an expert in the Law to approach Jesus with a question regarding the Law, you know something’s fishy. We can assume that He already had his own answer, and that he was seeking to somehow undermine Jesus’ authority as a teacher. In fact, the text even says that he rose up to test Him. So this in not an innocent question of a spiritual seeker; rather the expert wanted to “test” Jesus by discrediting Him and His teachings. 

e. And the question which he asks Jesus deals with the concept of inheriting or obtaining eternal life. Questions about inheriting eternal life were some what of a hot topic in Judaism.  For example, in Luke 18:18 a ruler asks Jesus the same question, "Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?" It seems that there were some discrepancies as well as some insecurity amongst the Jews of Jesus day on how one could inherit eternal life, but it was generally understood that eternal life was a reward or inheritance given for the way one lived his or her life.
[1] So in effect, the expert is asking Jesus, “What do you think I should do here and know in this life, so that I can be assured that I will be given eternal life when I die? Boil it down for me Jesus, the Old Testament is big and there are a lot of commands there, what is the most important thing? What should I do to live a life which is pleasing to God?”

f. And in a style which is typical of Jesus, he doesn’t immediately give an answer, but puts the question back on the expert. “What is written in the Law? How do you read (it)?”
g. In response, the expert fuses two passages from the Old Testament. Deuteronomy 6:5 "You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.” Leviticus 19:18 “You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the sons of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself; I am the LORD.” In effect, the expert’s response epitomizes the vertical and the horizontal teaching of the Old Testament—love God and love others. 

h. Jesus responds, “You answered correctly. Jesus couldn’t agree more with the expert’s response. In fact, in the Gospel’s of Matthew and Mark, Jesus himself says the greatest commandments are to love God and to love others. 

i. Yet here’s the catch. Jesus adds one more statement which changes the conversation with the expert from a heady, theological discussion about eternal life, to a practical discussion about how we are to live. He adds, Do this and you will live.” 

ii. I suspect this last command was offensive to the expert, because it assumes that he is not living out these commands. Notice Jesus didn’t say, “you have answered correctly, you are assured of eternal life, be warm and well fed, goodbye.” No, instead he commands the expert to put his knowledge into action and actually do it—love God and love others.
[2] 

i. But, not wanting to be outdone, the expert poses another question to try and get the discussion off doing practical things back into the realm of heady theological issues. 29 But wishing to justify himself, he said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Again, this is not an honest question. The expert is trying to justify himself. He already knows the answer, but he wants to try and discredit Jesus. 

i. As we’ll see in the proceeding parable, I believe this is where Jesus makes a radical break with the other teachers and experts at this time. His understanding of neighbor is much broader than the common understanding of his day. For example, in Leviticus 19:18, neighbor could be narrowly equated with the sons of your people, or a simply, a fellow Jew. 'You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the sons of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself; I am the LORD. Therefore, for the expert, loving your neighbor was easy, you simply love other righteous Jews like yourself. If they tithed and maintained a pure home and fasted and prayed and obeyed the Law, then it was easy to love them. But if they were a notorious sinner, or tax-collector, or prostitute, or God forbid, a Samaritan; they were clearly not neighbors and the command to love them did not apply. Yet Jesus would broadly define a neighbor as anyone and everyone around you.

j. But again, Jesus sidesteps the experts question, and focuses on its practical application. While the expert wants to know who his neighbor is, Jesus teaches him about being a good neighbor, about being neighborly, about loving ones neighbor. To do this, Jesus tells a parable.

30 Replying, Jesus said “A man was going down from Jerusalem into Jericho and he fell into the hands of robbers, who after stripping him and laying beatings on him, they went away, leaving him half-dead. 

III. Thieves

a. The victim in this story is presumably a Jew, but Jesus does not relate why he was in Jerusalem; maybe to worship at the Temple, maybe to visit relatives or maybe to do business. 

b. The road between Jerusalem and Jericho was notoriously dangerous. It was approximately 15 miles long, or about a day’s journey. It was surrounded by steep cliffs and caves as it twisted down an elevation drop of 4000 feet. Along the way, he is accosted by robbers who stripped him, beat him, and left him half dead.

c. Were the robbers neighborly? Did they love the victim as they love themselves and fulfill the commandment of the Law?

i. No, of course not. They didn’t show love to the man in need. In fact, it was the exact opposite, they sought to exploit him and use him and take all that they could from him. In the robber’s minds, he wasn’t a neighbor, he didn’t deserve love, he was a victim to exploit. 
31 Now by chance a priest was coming down that road and after seeing him, he passed by on the opposite side of the road. 32 And likewise, a Levite also happened to come to that place, and after seeing him, he passed by on the opposite side of the road. 

IV. Religious Men

a. Again, we’re not told what the priest or the Levite were doing in Jerusalem, but they are presumably returning home to Jericho. 

b. From an ethical standpoint, there actions are morally wrong, yet somewhat understandable. Priests would serve in the Temple somewhere between 3 to 6 weeks a year. After serving a weeklong course, they’d then return home. If that is the case, this priest was in a state of purity and may not have wanted to be defiled by touching the victim who may have looked like a corpse. Corpse impurity would have caused him to be impure for a week, and he would not have been able to return and serve in the temple or attending the synagogue during that time. Likewise, the Levite, who was comparable to a priest’s assistant, presumably wanted to avoid ritual impurity. 

c. Were the religious men neighborly? Did they love the victim as they love themselves and fulfill the commandment of the Law?

i. No, of course not. Instead, they probably made up excuses. “I’ve done my share. I have to get home. This isn’t my fault. Somebody else will care for him.” In the religious men’s minds, he wasn’t a neighbor, he didn’t deserve love, he was a nuisance to be avoided. 
V. Samaritan

a. Now we get to the punch line of the parable.

33 But a Samaritan who was traveling came to him and after seeing him, (he stabbed him in the neck and finished the guy off! That’s what the Jewish crowd would have expected Jesus to say.)

b. Jews and Samaritans had a notorious hatred for one another. The Samaritans were considered to be racially impure since their Jewish ancestors had intermarried with the Babylonians. Furthermore, they were considered to be religious apostates since they didn’t recognize the temple in Jerusalem as the true temple, and had set up there own temple on Mount Gerizim. When you read the historical interactions between Jews and Samaritans, it’s unbelievable how abusive they are too one another.

i. In 128 BC, a Jewish ruler marched into Samaria and burnt their temple on Mount Gerizim to the ground.

ii. But over a hundred years later, in 6 AD, the Samaritans returned the favor. A group of them snuck into the Jewish temple and threw human bones into the sanctuary during Passover. 

iii. This animosity continued into Jesus’ day. When He asks the Samaritan woman in John 4 for a drink of water, she is shocked and asks, John 4:9 …. "How is it that You, being a Jew, ask me for a drink since I am a Samaritan woman?" (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.)
iv. Even Jesus’ disciples were hostile to the Samaritans. When a Samaritan village wouldn’t provide lodging for them, James and John politely ask Him, Luke 9:54 … "Lord, do You want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?" A comment which brought a sharp rebuke from Jesus.
v. Though the Samaritans were marginalized and considered to be enemies of the Jews, Jesus shatters their prejudice by making a Samaritan the hero of the story, rather than the Jewish priest or Levite.

33 But a Samaritan who was traveling came to him and after seeing him he felt compassion for him, 34 and after approaching him he bandaged his wounds, pouring olive oil and wine upon them, then after placing him upon his own animal, he brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 And the next day, he took out two denarii and gave them to the inn-keeper and said, ‘Take care of him and whatever else you spend, I will repay you when I return.’ 

c. Was the Samaritan neighborly? Did he love the victim as he loves himself and fulfill the commandment of the Law?

d. Yes, of course he did. He didn’t see a Jew, or an enemy, or a victim to exploit or a nuisance to be avoided, but rather a neighbor to be loved. And he showed the victim love in practical ways.
i. First, the Samaritan showed loved to the victim by feeling compassion for him. The Greek word which is translated “compassion” in our English Bibles is the word splachnon. It is an ugly word with a beautiful meaning. It literally means to be “moved in the guts.” The guts were considered the center of one’s emotions. So when the Samaritan saw the victim, it was gut wrenching, and he felt compassion for the man.

ii. Second, the Samaritan showed loved to the victim by having contact with him. He could have run away for fear that the robbers where still in the area, or he could have let his religious and racial prejudices get in the way and crossed over to other side of the road, but he didn’t. Rather, he approached the victim and had contact with him.

iii. Third, the Samaritan showed loved to the victim by moving beyond compassion, and contact, to actually caring for the victim. He cleansed the victim’s wounds with wine and soothed them with oil. He bandaged up the wounds and took him to the inn for further care. 

iv. Fourth, the Samaritan showed loved to the victim by incurring the cost of his rehabilitation. He paid the inn keeper two denarii which is equivalent to two days worth of wages, and promised to return and pay the rest of the bill. 

v. Clearly the Samaritan was neighborly, and showed what love for a neighbor looks like. This is the Big Idea of the message this morning: LOVE INVOLVES COMPASSION, CONTACT, CARE, AND A COST.
VI. Question 
a. Yet Jesus poses the question to the expert.
36 Which of these three do you think became a neighbor to the one who fell into the hands of the robbers?” 37 Now he said, “The one who showed mercy to him.” Then Jesus said, “Go and do the same.”
b. Again, Jesus tells the expert to put his knowledge into action, practice what you preach, and to show love for your neighbor. 

VII. Summary

a. To summarize, the parable was a response to the experts question about eternal life and about one’s neighbor. And Jesus affirmed expert’s answer, if you want to live a life which is pleasing to God and results in eternal life, then love God and love your neighbor. Though the parable convicts the expert and us as well, that none of is able to do this perfectly and we are desperately in need of God’s grace for eternal life, these two commands are still relevant to us today. 

b. If we want to live a life pleasing to God, we first need to love Him with all our heart (emotions and convictions), soul (inner life), strength (abilities) and mind (intellectual capacity). 

i. You know, I’ve heard and read this command to love God numerous times, but it always brings up the same question: why are we to love God? And the answer I always find is simple. It’s because God loves us. Our love for God is a natural response to receiving His love for us.

ii. If there is one thing that can be said about God, it is that He is loving. Countless biblical passages speak of God’s enduring love for His people. Psalm 136 is a hymn of the Israelites which recounts how good God is and how faithful He is to His people. The refrain throughout this Psalm is “for his lovingkindness is everlasting.” Psalm 136:1 Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good, For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 2 Give thanks to the God of gods, For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 3 Give thanks to the Lord of lords, For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 

iii. Also, when we look to the New Testament, we see that God has shown His love for us by giving His life for us. 1 John 4:9 By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him. 10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. If we wonder why we are to love God, we can simply look to the cross and remember, it’s because God loved us first.
iv. So if we want to live a life pleasing to God, we need to receive the love which He has for us, and respond by loving Him back. 

c. But what does loving Him look like? I think it looks like loving our neighbor. We show God that we love Him by loving others. This is the second thing we can do to live a life pleasing to God, love our neighbor as ourselves.

i. Again, I’ve heard and read this command to love our neighbor numerous times, but it always brings up the same question: why are we to love our neighbor? And the answer I always find is simple. It’s because God loves us and He loves them too. Our love for our neighbor is a natural response to receiving God’s love for us. 1 John 4:19 We love, because He first loved us…21 And this commandment we have from Him, that the one who loves God should love his brother also.

ii. The parable of the Good Samaritan is not only an example to those who follow Jesus, but it is also a description of Jesus and His ministry.

1. Just as God had compassion for the world and sent His Son to save us, so to we should have compassion on the lost and oppressed. We may be tempted to be like the thieves who saw people as objects to be used, or the cold-hearted religious men who couldn’t be bothered with the hurting, but how is that loving God and loving our neighbor?
2. Just as God made contact with the world and took on flesh to enter humanity, so to we should have contact with those who are desperately in need. We may be tempted to avoid getting into the hurt and pain of peoples lives like the religious men, but how is that loving God and loving our neighbor?

3. Just as God cared for us and healed spiritual and physical sicknesses, so to we should care for those who spiritually and physically hurting. We may be tempted to be like the religious men and leave that duty to others, but again, how is that loving God and loving our neighbor?

4. Just as God’s love cost Him His life, so to we should be willing to incur the cost of loving others. We may be tempted to be like the religious men and think that it would cost too much to help others, but how is that loving God and loving our neighbor?

d. I suppose this is the point of the sermon where I am supposed to tell you of all the tragedies going on the world right now—the rampant outbreaks of AIDS in Africa, the prolific amounts of child prostitution in Eastern Europe, the starvation occurring throughout the world; yet I’m not going to do that. Not because I don’t think it’s important, I do. It’s just that I would rather spend this last minute asking you to consider the people in your midst who are victimized, or exploited, or half-dead, or broken, or hurting. People who live under your roof, people in your own family, people in your own church, people who live on your street, people you work with, people you play sports with, people you do business with—who are these people? They are our neighbors.

i. Are we loving God by loving them?

1. Do we feel compassion for them despite their race, or nationality, or the circumstances that put them is this predicament?

2. Do we have contact with them despite the mess their in and the probability that they will soon be in this mess again?

3. Do we care enough to take action?

4. Do we incur the cost though they may never be able to repay us?

ii. I suspect how we love our neighbor will be different for each one of us. It may be visiting them in the hospital, or mowing their lawn, or bringing them a meal, or dropping them an encouraging note, or spending time listening to them, or helping with homework, or helping out in a class at church or school, or refusing to fight, or saying your sorry, or sacrificing your career agenda to invest time in them, or writing a check, or inviting them to your Life Group, or praying for them, or having them over for dinner. 

e. Whatever you do, if it involves compassion, and contact, and care and a cost, you are loving God and loving your neighbor, you are following the example of the Good Samaritan and Jesus.




[1] This conviction is expressed throughout the contemporary Jewish work, the Psalms of Solomon. The Psalmist promises that, “those who fear the Lord shall rise up to eternal life, and their life shall be in the Lord’s light, and it shall never end” (3:12). Josephus, a Jewish historian writing in the first century, passes on the teaching of Pharisees regarding eternal life. He writes, “Every soul, they maintain, is imperishable, but the soul of the good alone passes into another body, while the souls of the wicked suffer eternal punishment (J. W. II 163). Furthermore, he states, “They believe that souls have power to survive death and that there are rewards and punishments under the earth for those who have led lives of virtue or vice: eternal imprisonment is the lot of the evil souls, while the good souls receive an easy passage to a new life” (Ant. XVII 14).


[2] The conversation indicates that Jesus’ followers must obey the two main commands in the law in order to inherit eternal life, with stress being laid in the story on the practical explication of the command to love one’s neighbor. Why I find this so shocking, is because in other places, Jesus equates eternal life with belief in Him. John 5:24 "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.
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