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  WHEN BLESSINGS BECOME BURDENS

          A Study of Mark 10:17-31 (cf Matt 19:16-30; Luke 18:18-30)


Other Scriptures:  2 Cor 9:5-7; Jam 2:14-26; 1 John 3:15-19; Acts 2:41-47
Good morning!  I’m going to begin with a question:  What does it mean to you to be a “good person”?  Perhaps it would be someone who’s
· Kind;
· Loving;
· Peaceful;
· Patient; and,
· Humble
And that’s probably because they’re character traits of Jesus Himself.  
· “Complete in Christ” picture (keep up on screen)

There it is – our 31 flavors.  Ten virtues, ten beliefs and ten patterns of conduct modeled after Jesus, and driven by the motivation to know Him better, to bring glory to God, and to enjoy His rewards.  

Because our vision here at Moon Valley is that we all become more like Jesus.  In fact, if you look at our website, you’ll find this statement:

· Our vision is that God would use us to nurture every person to become complete in Christ, to be like him, to bear His fingerprint on our lives. If we really want to boil it down, we just say "Complete in Christ. (Col 1:28)"

So our goal here at Moon Valley is that we all become “good people”.  And we’ve even got a roadmap of how to get there:
But when I look at that list, a question comes to mind:  “Don’t those characteristics look a little vague to you?”  I mean, what does it mean to be a “loving”, person?”  Is there some kind of litmus test of what “loving” is?
Well, if you’ve pondered questions like this, rest assured – you’re not alone.  And this morning, we’ll see what Jesus said to someone with these same questions.
The Bible passage we’re going to study is found in Mark chapter 10, verses 17-31.  And this is clearly important, because it’s also found in Matthew chapter 19, verses 16-30, and Luke chapter 18, verses 18-30.  

To begin, let me set the stage for this account.  Jesus has been teaching and performing miracles for about three years.  He’s just raised Lazarus from the dead.  But He’s also agitated the Jewish religious leadership, and they’re plotting His death.  

And Jesus is making His way to Jerusalem, where He knows He will in fact be crucified in about 30 days.  And He’s presented with a serious question.
· Mark 10:17 Now as He was going out on the road, one came running, knelt before Him, and asked Him, "Good Teacher, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?"

Now Mark doesn’t tell us much about this person.  But Matthew tells us he’s a “young man”
, and Luke tells us he’s a “ruler”
.  And Israel was under Roman rule at the time, so he wasn’t a “king”, or “prince”.  
But Israel was governed under the Levitical law. So he was probably the ruler of the local synagogue, like a pastor today.  And since he tried to obey that law, he probably was considered a “good person”.
Yet he seems uncertain that he’s right with God, and going to heaven.  Now he must think highly of Jesus, because he “runs out”, and “kneels before Him”.  But before answering his question, Jesus asks one of his own:

· Mark 10:18 …"Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, God.
So, what’s Jesus asking?  I think, “Do you believe in Me?  Do you believe I’m the Son of God?”  Fair question, because if not, why ask Jesus?  After all, this ruler’s the religious authority in town.  

And Jesus doesn’t wait for his answer – He gets right to the heart of the issue:

· Mark 10: 19 "You know the commandments: 'Do not commit adultery,' 'Do not murder,' 'Do not steal,' 'Do not bear false witness,' 'Do not defraud,' 'Honor your father and your mother.' "

These are some of the Ten Commandments God had given Israel through Moses some 1500 years before – the ones addressing human relationships. 
  So let’s see: 
· 7th commandment – no adultery, check

· 6th commandment – no murder, check

· 8th commandment – no stealing, check

· 9th commandment – no false witness against my neighbor, check

· 5th commandment – honor my father and mother, check

Must be doing good, because he responds:
· Mark 10:20 …"Teacher, all these things I have kept from my youth."
But wait a minute – what’s this “do not defraud” thing?   Because that’s not one of the Ten Commandments.  Perhaps Jesus knows something here.  Because look at how He responds: 
· Mark 10:21 Then Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, "One thing you lack: Go your way, sell whatever you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, take up the cross, and follow Me."
Jesus obviously hit a nerve here.  Because the young ruler:
· Mark 10:22 …was sad at this word, and went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.
So we also know this young ruler was “wealthy”.  But where did he get his wealth?  Recall that this took place about a month before Jesus was crucified – which just “happened” to occur during Passover.  And faithful Jews would travel from all over the Middle East to Jerusalem to celebrate Passover.  

And they would bring a lamb or dove to the Temple as an offering to God.  But most would purchase their offering when they arrived in Jerusalem.  And here’s where lawfulness became license for larceny.

Jewish religious leaders often refused to accept foreign currency – because it was “defiled”.  But they would gladly exchange it – for a 12% fee.  And the offering had to be deemed “unblemished” by a religious ruler.  Sadly, it was not uncommon the rulers would only accept the lambs or doves they just happened to have for sale – at exorbitant prices, of course.  

Now we don’t know if this young ruler was guilty of cheating people – he may have acquired his wealth honestly.  And Jews believed that prosperity was God’s blessing for being a “good person”.  In fact, God had promised to bless the people of Israel with material abundance if they obeyed His commandments.
  
So how do we reconcile this “do not defraud” thing?  Well, the English word “defraud” comes from the Greek word, apos-tereo.  Ironically, it sounds a lot like the English word, “imposter”.  And it means, “to defraud, rob, steal, deny or refuse”. 
Now when I hear the word “defraud”, I usually take it to mean a deliberate effort to cheat someone out of something that is rightfully theirs.  But this suggests we can “defraud” someone by simply denying or refusing them of something they need.  

And Matthew makes this even more clear.  Because instead of “do not defraud”, Matthew adds, 

· Matt 19:19b “…and, 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' "
And this comes straight from the Levitical Law.  Leviticus 19 verse 18 reads:

· Lev 19:18 'You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the children of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself 
Notice Mark tells us Jesus “looked” at him before responding to him.  But it wasn’t just a casual glance – it was a penetrating stare that looked right into this young ruler’s soul.  I wonder if Jesus is saying, “If you were a good person, you’d be generous with your wealth.”
Because “generosity” is a sign of “goodness”, isn’t it?   Well, someone must think so.   Because Forbes recently published a list of the ten “most generous” celebrities.
   And standing head and shoulders above all the rest was the queen herself – Oprah Winfrey.  
Oprah gave over $50 million to charities in the past year alone.  So if generosity has anything to do with goodness, Oprah must be a pretty “good person”.  Colleen Jennings-Roggensack – the Executive Director of Public Events at ASU – sure thinks so.  After “doing lunch” with Oprah, she said: 

· It was like meeting God, only better, is what I tell people… (Oprah’s) extraordinary.  She is a very human person, engaging, interested and committed.”
Sound a bit over the top?  Maybe not.  In her article entitled, “The Divine Miss Winfrey?” Ann Oldenburg of USA Today proposes Oprah has become “America’s spiritual guru for the new millennium”.  Just listen to one quote:

· “She’s a really hip and materialistic Mother Teresa….  Oprah has emerged as a symbolic figurehead of spirituality….  
Oprah’s certainly got an audience – 49 million viewers around the world tune into her each week.  And of 6,600 respondents to a recent poll, 
· 33% reported that Oprah has had a “more profound impact on their spiritual lives than their clergy-persons.”  

Which leaves religious writer Cathleen Falsani wondering:

· “…has Oprah become America’s pastor?”

Well, not everyone’s.  Here’s one response to the Forbes article:

· “Peanuts, and all for good PR, which is invaluable, especially since the public is getting sick of these meglomaniacs”.  
Not a lot of love there.  And, why the cynicism?  Well, another responds:  
· “Oprah makes $400,000 a day.  Who wouldn’t be a tad generous with that waterfall of money coming down?....  People worth several hundred million dollars should be charitable.”
Ah, so there it is.   Oprah’s not “generous” – she’s just sharing some of her scraps with the rest of us poor working stiffs.  And I don’t know about the $400,000 a day income, but Oprah’s net worth is actually estimated at $1.4 BILLION dollars. 

Patrick Gibbs and I were kicking this article around the other day.  And we did a quick calculation.  If Oprah is worth $1.4 billion dollars, her $54 million donation represents only 4% of her net worth.  

So if you use 10% as a reasonable gage for “generous” giving, Oprah comes up short.  To which Patrick suggested that maybe we ought to give Oprah a call, tell her she owes God 6%, and ask her to pay to fix our roof.





But why “should” Oprah give away her money?  According to the ways of the world, it’s “every man for himself”, and “stand on your own two feet”.  And Oprah’s standing tall – really tall.  Oprah’s got scoreboard.  Oprah’s winning big-time.   

And besides, Oprah’s not a silver-spooner, like the Paris Hiltons of the world.   She could be the poster child for E.F. Hutton.   Because Oprah got her money the old-fashioned way – she “earned” it.
So maybe we shouldn’t deify Oprah quite yet.  But, maybe these critics are just a bit envious.  Maybe they’re guilty of the 10th commandment, because they’re coveting her wealth.  
But this brings us back to this young ruler’s question.  He asked Jesus how he could “inherit eternal life”.   And Jesus says, “Give away your wealth”.  But he isn’t ready.  
· Mark 10: 23 Then Jesus looked around and said to His disciples, "How hard it is for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God!" 24 And the disciples were astonished at His words. 

And Jesus isn’t finished.  He adds:

· Mark 10:24b … "Children, how hard it is for those who trust in riches to enter the kingdom of God! 25 "It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God."
Now this leaves His disciples a bit troubled:
· Mark 10: 26 And they were greatly astonished, saying among themselves, "Who then can be saved?" 

So let me ask YOU – does this concern you a bit?  I mean, this sure doesn’t sound like, “Believe in Jesus and you will have eternal life”, does it?
  And what about, “By grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone”?
  What is Jesus telling us here?
Well, here’s how one well-known pastor and commentator explains it:
· Do we literally have to give away everything we own to become Christians?  No, but we do have to give Christ first place.  That means we must be willing to forsake all for Him – that is, we cling to nothing that takes precedence over Christ….
The Lord was making a frontal attack on the man’s weakness – the sin of covetousness, indulgence, and materialism.  He was indifferent to the poor.  He loved his possessions.  The Lord challenged that.”

Well, that sure clear things up, doesn’t it?  Because we’re not materialistic, are we?  And we certainly wouldn’t consider ourselves “rich”, would we?

But maybe Jesus would say “rich” is a relative term.  Maybe Jesus would remind us of the millions around the world who are starving.  And maybe He’d ask, “Why do you think Mexican immigrants are so eager to enter America – to learn English as a second language?”  Or because America is the place to get rich?

Is it reasonable to say that compared to the rest of the world, we are in fact quite rich?  And wouldn’t even our own ancestors consider us “rich”?  They probably would.  

· book cover – “American Paradox”

In his book, “The American Paradox”, David Myers notes:

· Our average disposable income today, adjusted for inflation, is more than double that of those living in the 1950s;

And because of this, the number of Americans owning things we take for granted today – like dishwashers, dryers and air conditioning – increased anywhere from four times to seven times over between 1960 and 1977 alone.  But despite this:

· 39% of people earning $75,000 to $100,000 say, “I can’t afford to buy everything I really need.”

· book cover – “Progress Paradox”

And Gregg Easterbrook, author of, “The Progress Paradox”, writes:

· 40 years ago, many American families didn’t own a single car; today one in three own three cars.

And while:

· Today’s typical home is 2,250 square feet, in the 1950’s families lined up in Lakewood, California to own their very own 1,100 square foot home, complete with two bedrooms and one bath;

So, some of our garages are bigger than the “dream home” of only 50 years ago.  And we need bigger houses because we have more stuff.  And not only are we richer in “treasures”, we’re richer in “talents” as well:  
· In 1900, only 50% of kids were in school, and only 3.5% of 18 year-olds graduated from high school.

· In 1940 , most of our youth never finished high school; 

· Today 80% of Americans have a high school degree, and 25% have a college degree.

But, certainly we don’t have the free time they had, do we?  Guess again:
· In 1880, the average man had 11 hours of free time per week for relaxation; today he has 40 hours per week.

So, we’re richer in terms of our time, talents and treasures than the majority of the world, and at any point in American history.  Which begs the question:  Why don’t we “feel” rich?  Well, maybe because we’re deluded about what it means to be “rich”.  
· book cover, “When Nations Die” by Jim Nelson Black

In his book, “When Nations Die”, author Jim Nelson Black quotes founding father Ben Franklin, who once observed:

· “The great part of the miseries of mankind are brought upon them by false estimates they have made of the value of things.”

And former Secretary of Education William Bennett warns of compromising ethics for economics, and goodness for goods:

· “If we have full employment and greater economic growth – if we have cities of gold and alabaster – but our children have not learned to walk in goodness, justice and mercy, then the American experiment, no matter how gilded, will have failed.”

So, what values are we teaching our children?  Well, students who responded:

· It is “very important” or “essential” to be very well off financially increased from 39% in 1970 to 84% in 1998.

And Bennett himself, when offered a $125,000 salary to chair the Republican National Committee, turned it down because – in his words:

· “I didn’t take a vow of poverty.”

President Reagan once asked, “Are we better off than we were 40 years ago”?  Well, a few years ago, Al Gore proposed we’re not: 

· The accumulation of material goods is at an all-time high, but so is the number of people who feel an emptiness in their lives.

Now you may not be ready to embrace the “the Gospel according to Gore”.  But he may be right.  Myers reports:

· Between 1956 and 1988, those reporting being “pretty well satisfied” with their financial situation dropped from 42% to 30%.

And in the past 50 years, American cases of clinical melancholy and depression have increased 10 times over. 
   So, the “paradox” in America?  As we’ve become materially richer, we’ve become spiritually and psychologically poorer.  

And it’s contagious.  Psychiatric researcher Javier Escobar found Mexican families – poor but close-knit when they move here – experience increased rates of depression, ill health, and family problems as they assimilate to our culture. 

So, what’s happened?  Well, even 200 years ago, French writer and statesman Alexis de Tocqueville was struck by the “rugged individualism” he observed in Americans.  
But while “individualism” facilitates the development of a democracy, it can be destructive if taken too far.  Tocqueville wrote:

· “Taken to an extreme it (individualism) becomes egoism, which leads a person to think of all things in terms of self and to prefer himself to all….  Each, withdrawn into himself, is almost unaware of the fate of the rest.”

Now it’s Memorial Day Weekend – a time for us to pause and be thankful for the freedom and liberties we have because of the sacrifice of others.  But are we truly thankful?
Because prosperity can become our prison, and our blessings our burdens.  And if the commentator we considered earlier is right, we all may be in trouble here.  Because we may be a lot more like that rich young ruler than we’d like to think.   
And I wonder if that’s why we feel irritated when the homeless guy asks us for a handout.  Granted, he may “corner” us at traffic lights and gas pumps.  But what’s our first reaction – “Wow, I have an opportunity to share my blessings with someone else?”  Or is it more, “Why doesn’t he go out, get a job, and leave me alone?”

And maybe there’s a cosmic conspiracy going on here.  Maybe God “doesn’t help those who help themselves” – instead, He puts homeless guy right in front of us.  
And if so, Jesus seems to be in on this conspiracy as well.  Because He seems to say, “Give your money to homeless guy”.  And He even raises the bar higher:

· Luke 6:29 …And from him who takes away your cloak, do not withhold your tunic either.

So even if the guy’s aggressive, demanding and unappreciative, Jesus might say, “Give him what he wants, and then double it”.  Because THAT’S goodness. 
  
And its no wonder the disciples asked, 
· Mark 10:26b  “Who can be saved?”
To which Jesus replies: 
· Mark 10:27 "With men it is impossible, but not with God; for with God all things are possible."
Which doesn’t seem to calm Peter’s unease.  Because he meekly responds:

· Mark 10:28 “…we have left all and followed You."
And they had – they’d left their families, their jobs – everything.
  Yet they’re wondering, “We still haven’t done enough?”  Well, if to prove their worthiness of heaven, the answer is “No”.  But are they going to heaven?  Absolutely.

Because who inherits a person’s estate – his children, right?  And Jesus refers to His disciples as “children”.  So, how does one become one of God’s children?  Well, John says simply to believe in Jesus:
· John 1:12 But as many as received Him (Jesus), to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His  name:

Now this young ruler seemingly didn’t believe.  Remember he calls Jesus, “Good teacher”.  But after Jesus points out that only God is “good” – he refers to Jesus as simply “teacher”.  So he apparently did not believe in Jesus.

But the disciples did.  Jesus had recently asked them who they thought He was.  And Peter – answering for all but Judas – replied:

· Matt 16:16b …"You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."

And simply by believing in Jesus, we are assured of eternal life:

· John 3:16 “God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.

We might embrace the rule, “you get what you earn”.  But God gives us what we can never earn.  And while we might judge this young ruler as a dishonest religious silver-spooner, Jesus saw something else in him.  

Notice Jesus looked at him, and then “loved him”.  Because Jesus looked past his pride, his ego and his shortcomings, and saw a man duped into believing in the ways of the world.  He saw a man whose blessings had become his burdens.



And what’s easy to miss is that Jesus changes His focus here.  Look at verse 23:

· Mark 10: 23 Then Jesus … said to His disciples, "How hard it is for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God!" 
First, He’s now talking to His disciples, who are believers and “children of God”.  And second, He’s no longer talking about “inheriting eternal life” – He’s now talking about “entering the kingdom of God”.  Which begs the question, what does “enter the kingdom of God” mean?  



Well, it is NOT the same as going to heaven.  It’s a kingdom that in one way is “already here”.
  Jesus had recently said to His disciples:
· Mark 9:1 "Assuredly, I say to you that there are some standing here who will not taste death till they see the kingdom of God present with power.”

In fact they would see it within the next few months.  First, they would witness the greatest miracle in the history of humanity – Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. 
  And then they’d witness an explosion of new believers in Jesus:
· Acts 2:41 Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them.

But His kingdom is yet to come as well.  Because we await that day when Jesus returns to establish His kingdom here on earth.
  And contrary to what Dan Brown suggests in, “The Da Vinci Code”, we’re not part of an empty religious con job here.  
No, simply by believing in Jesus, we will be a part of that miracle – we will live with Him in HIS kingdom for eternity.  And THAT’S worth looking forward to, isn’t it?

But we don’t have to wait until we die to enter that kingdom.  Jesus also said:
· John 10:10b …I have come that (you) may have life, and that (you) may have it more abundantly.

It’s not evident in the English, but in the original Greek the words “have” are in the present tense – meaning we can actually enjoy it now.  But, what is this “abundant” life?  Well, a life lived for HIM instead of ME.  A life lived in serving OTHERS instead of SELF.  It’s a life served following Jesus.  

So our “Characteristic in Completeness” this morning is, 

· Giving Away My Life

And the big idea of this message is, 

· “One for All for All for One”

And this is what HIS kingdom looks like:  “One for all and all for one”.  A bit later He told His disciples what to expect:

· Mark 10:33 "Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and to the scribes; and they will condemn Him to death and deliver Him to the Gentiles; 34 "and they will mock Him, and scourge Him, and spit on Him, and kill Him. And the third day He will rise again."
Jesus was knowingly and willingly going to Jerusalem to die.  His one death deemed sufficient by God to pay for all of our sins.  

· Mark 10:43 "Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you shall be your servant. 44 "And whoever of you desires to be first shall be slave of all. 45 "For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many."

And it’s the reason He’s asking all of us to follow Him.  But to follow Him, we need to let go of all the things we’ve built our lives around.  We have to be willing to let go of our time, our talents and our treasures.  

Because we can’t follow Him if we’re burdened down with His blessings.  And He can’t give us more if our hands are full.  Theologian Bruce Larson puts it this way:

· “Sometimes it’s hard to prosper and remain faithful.  The Israelites wandered for forty years in the wilderness with only a bit of manna and water.  They were lean and hard and conquered the land.  They were God’s people.  

Once God gave them the land, however, they became lazy and indulgent.  God wants to bless us, but when we are blessed with things, there’s only one way to keep our blessings from sinking us – by giving them away. 

If you think about it, the “American Experiment” Bill Bennett spoke of is nothing new or unique – we may simply be the latest in a long line of prosperous nations that have lost our way.  Because Larson seems to echo the words Jesus said Himself:

· Mark 8: 35 "For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel's will save it. 36 "For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul?

So, what did Jesus promise His disciples – and US today – if we take up His offer?  Well, He finished by saying:

· Mark 10:29 "Assuredly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or lands, for My sake and the gospel's, 30 "who shall not receive a hundredfold now in this time -- houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children, and lands, with persecutions -- and in the age to come, eternal life.31 "But many who are first will be last, and the last first."

First, He promises us new relationships – relationships built upon a common faith and commitment to Jesus.  And relationships that may in fact be deeper than with our biological families.  Because our blood last only a lifetime.  But our forever family will endure through eternity.  
Second, He promises the provision of you material needs.  I’ve personally experienced the joy of informing a person that others in the church have given of their blessings to provide food, repair cars and replace furnaces.  

But along with this comes persecution.  Your family or friends may criticize you – because as you move closer to Jesus, you may move farther away from them.  And some may attack Jesus by attacking you.  Because if they can make you look bad, they can make Jesus look bad as well.  




But Jesus promises future rewards as well.  Because those who serve others now will be honored in His kingdom.  And I’m not sure exactly what that will look like.  So I’m doing my best to take His word for it.  Because He promises it will be a lot more meaningful than anything I’ll get in this life.






So, what do we do with all this?  Well, we’re heading into summer.  School’s out, activities are slowing down, and its time for vacation.  This weekend, we remember those who have given away their lives so we can have freedom in this life.  But we can also reflect on how Jesus gave away His life so we can have freedom for eternity.

And we can ask ourselves one question:  “What am I holding onto that God wants me to give away so He can bless me with more of it?”

We’ve considered the fact that “rich” – whether in time, talents or treasures – is a relative term.  So if we’re not feeling very “rich”, perhaps it’s because we’re not close enough to those who are truly poor.  Maybe we need to get closer to them.

Ultimately we have to take Jesus at His word.  But He promises a more abundant life.  And we’ll realize how rich we truly are.  And God has a way of reminding us of this.  
I had set aside Monday to work on this message.  But before coming into work, I read through the morning newspaper.  And right there on the front page was an update on Barbaro.  For those of you who don’t know, Barbaro’s a race horse.  He had won the Kentucky Derby, and was considered a good bet to win the Triple Crown.  

Barbaro broke his leg in the Preakness last weekend, and many were concerned they’d have to put him down.  But after emergency surgery, his prospects for recovery seemed good.  

Now I have no interest in horse racing, so I’m a bit jaded to begin with here.  But my first thought was, “All this care and concern for a horse?”  
A few hours later, I’m in my office working away, when a guy comes in.  I hadn’t seen him before, but he kind of dirty.  Probably wanting some help.
Initially I’m a bit irritated – because I’ve got WORK to do.  But I quickly check my spirit, and invite him into my office.  His name’s Keith.  He asks if it would be okay if he and his “partner” just hang out on the lawn until a friend picks them up.  And he begins to explain what I already sense – they’re gay.

He goes on to tell me they’re here from Utah.  They’re both HIV positive, and his partner – whose name is David – is really sick.  And the only funding available for the medical care he needs is here in Phoenix.  It’s been a week since they submitted the required paperwork, and they’re still waiting.  
I invite David to come in and join us.  They’re both clearly distraught.  And they look hungry and thirsty.  I ask if they’ve had something to eat – they say no.  So I offer them a few bottles of water and a Safeway gift card.  I ask them if they know Jesus as their savior – they both say “yes”.  David says his mother is a minister.  
We talk a bit more, I pray for them, and they go out the door.  And I wonder, “Why did they ask permission to sit on the lawn?  Were they afraid I’d ask them to leave?”  I wonder if others had said, “You’re not welcome here”.
And I’m struck by this paradox – a horse gets front page attention in the news, while two men remain nameless and faceless.  A horse gets immediate emergency surgery, while a human being waits just to see a doctor.  Maybe because if Barbaro lives, he’ll generate big bucks for his owners.  But what do these guys have to offer?

And as the smell of two men who have spent too much time in the desert heat fades, my mind gradually returns to my work.  Later on, I drive home to my comfortable three-bedroom home and its 6-foot block walls surrounding my property.  I have a nice dinner with my family.  I turn on my cable TV, and watch the Suns blow out the Clippers.  Life is sure good.
Wednesday morning, another man comes into the office.   I faintly recalled meeting him a few months before.  Then, he was homeless, unemployed, smelling of booze, and looking for help.  

I remember us talking about how he ended up on the streets.  We usually have certificates for Wendy’s or McDonalds to offer guys like him, but we were out.  So, I pulled some money out of my wallet and offered it to him.  He thanked me and left.
Wednesday, he was still homeless.  But he doesn’t smell like booze – he’s left that lifestyle.  And he’s no longer unemployed – he working at Little Caesar’s.  A manager there saw him hanging around outside their store, took a chance, and offered him work in the kitchen.  He’s excited about turning his life around.  And he thanks me – in his words – for challenging him to get off the booze and follow Jesus.  

I don’t remember exactly what I had said a few months back.  All I remember is asking him to use my gift for food.  But I don’t think I said anything about quitting drinking – I think God told him that.  However it happened, he was convicted not to take advantage of my generosity.  And I’m thankful for that.  God is good, isn’t He?
Let’s pray.
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