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RECONSIDERING RESOLUTIONS





A STUDY OF LUKE 5:1-11
Related Scriptures:  Matt 6:24-34; 10:35-39; 16:24-26; Mark 8:34-38; 
Luke 9:23-26; Rom 13:8; Gal 5:14; Col 3:8-14Phil 2:5-10; 4:11-13; Jam 2:8-10; 1 Pet 1:6-9; 

Characteristic:
  Giving My Life Away


Big Idea:

  Self-improvement begins with self-removement

INTRODUCTION

Good morning, and happy New Year!  And maybe congratulations are in order – because we’ve all survived another holiday season!  And we’ve persevered through all the cooking, and cleaning, and planning, and shopping, and decorating, and everything that goes with it!
So now, we can all take a deep breath.  Because tomorrow, a new year begins – and we can do it all over again.  And before we know it, we’ll all be staring at another new year.
But somewhere in all the busyness, were you able to pause and reflect a bit?  Perhaps you took some time to consider how God has blessed you during this past year. And perhaps you even took some time to THANK Him for that.  

And when you think back on 2006, maybe you’d even say, “It sure was a good year.”  But why do you say that?  Because life went the way YOU wanted it to go?  Or, because it went the way GOD wanted it to go FOR you?  

Perhaps we could tweak this a bit.  Perhaps we could ask ourselves, “Have I let God CHANGE me this past year?  Have I let God use the things that have happened this year– both good AND bad, and particularly the BAD – to shape and mold my heart to make me more like Jesus?  
Maybe God WANTED to change us this past year, but we weren’t LISTENING.  Because let’s face it – the holiday season can become more about BUSYNESS than BLESSING.  And it can be more about CONSUMPTION than CONTEMPLATION.  

Now maybe you DID spend some time in contemplation this past year.  Perhaps you set some goals for 2006.  And maybe you’ve made progress in realizing those goals.  
Sometimes we call these “New Year’s Resolutions”, don’t we?  We reflect on the past year (that’s “contemplation” by the way), we decide that its time to deal with that something that’s been gnawing at us, and then we change it, right?  Right?

Well, maybe not.  Because how often have we “made a resolution” to:

· Lose weight, or start an exercise program;

· To reduce debt, or save more money;

· To spend more quality time with our family or friends;

· To stop a bad habit; 

· To read more, or go back to school; or,

· To find some other use for our free time rather than entering the Twilight zone of cable TV and the Internet?

And we’re serious this time, right?  But a year later – nothing’s changed.  So today, we’re going to study a passage in the Bible that may give us some help here.  We’ll be studying Luke chapter 5, verses 1-11.  And I think we’ll find some insight into not only
· How to KEEP resolutions, but 
· what KIND of resolutions to make, and, what MOTIVES should determine the resolutions we DO make.

We’ll begin by working through the text.  Then we’ll draw some principles we can apply from it. 
· Luke 5:1 So it was, as the multitude pressed about (Jesus) to hear the word of God, that He stood by the Sea of Galilee, 2 and saw two boats standing by the lake; but the fishermen had gone from them and were washing their nets.
This takes place about a year into Jesus’ ministry – about March of the year A.D. 30.
  

Jesus spent the majority of His first year of ministry around the Sea of Galilee.  And since He grew up in the nearby town of Nazareth, He was probably a familiar face to many of those living there.
· Luke 5:3 Then (Jesus) got into one of the boats, which was Simon’s, and asked him to put out a from the land. And He sat down and taught the multitudes from the boat. 
Here’s a little Bible trivia question for you:  “Ever wonder how all these people hear what Jesus was saying?”  Two reasons.  First, sound carries well over water.  And second, the Sea of Galilee is surrounded by mountains.  
And presto – you have a natural “ampi-theatre” effect, complete with “surround sound amplification” – so even thousands of people could hear Jesus speak quite clearly.

But this interchange also suggests Jesus and Simon knew each other.  And they did.  Because Simon had met Jesus about 13 months before.  In fact, Simon had spent a whole day with Jesus.  
And since Jesus had spent the past year in this area, Simon had probably heard Jesus speak on a number of occasions.
  
· Luke 5:4 When Jesus had stopped speaking, He said to Simon, "Launch out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch."  5 But Simon answered and said to Him, "Master, we have toiled all night and caught nothing; nevertheless at Your word I will let down the net." 
So Jesus has just finished speaking to this massive crowd.  And then He turns His attention to Simon.  And He gives Simon some fishing tips?  Well, that’s what Simon seems to think.  But notice how Simon responds to this.
First, Simon calls Jesus, “Master”.  The English word “master” comes from a Greek word that means “chief, or commander”.
  It could describe a person in a position of authority – like a superior in the military, or what a slave would call his owner.  

But, why would Simon call Jesus, “Master”?  Well, John tells us that a year before, Simon had come to believe that Jesus was the Messiah.
  
And Luke tells us that only 30 days before, Simon had even seen Jesus perform a number of miracles – including one that was quite personal.  Luke 4:38-40 reads:

· Luke 4:38 Now Jesus arose from the synagogue and entered Simon's house.
But Simon's wife's mother was sick with a high fever…39 So Jesus stood over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her….40 When the sun was setting, all those who had any that were sick with various diseases brought them to Him; and He laid His hands on every one of them and healed them.

So Simon had seen Jesus demonstrate power.  And we OBEY someone in a position of POWER.  So Simon is willing to OBEY.  But his obedience seems motivated by FEAR rather than FAITH.  Because Simon doesn’t seem convinced Jesus knows what He’s talking about.

Hard to imagine?  Maybe it shouldn’t be.  Because Simon wasn’t just your run-of-the- mill fisherman.  Simon and his brother Andrew owned a fishing business, along with James, John and their father Zebedee.  And they had several servants who worked for them as well.
  
So it seems these guys had quite a successful fishing operation going here.  And they had been fishing all night, but hadn’t caught a thing.  So perhaps we can understand why Simon’s tempted to ignore the advice Jesus is offering him.
Kind of like how we can ignore sound advice TODAY, isn’t it?

· Medical experts tell us to eat a balanced diet, or cut back on fats, or quit smoking, or my personal favorites – drink more water, and eat more green vegetables – but we don’t;

· And we hear we should exercise more, but we’re listed as “Missing in Action” at the local LA Fitness;

· We know that debt is risky, yet we keep using our charge cards;

· We hear about the benefits of prayer and applying the Bible, but we don’t find time for it;

· We hear Pastor Bob encourage us to join a Life Group, but we haven’t gotten around to it; 
· And we get to end of 2006, and realize that we are living life the same way we were at the end of 2005.

Because deep down, we don’t like people telling us how to live our lives, do we?  After all, if it ain’t broke, why fix it, right?  So, we resist change, because we don’t like giving up control of our lives. 
Maybe that’s why Simon seems a bit resistant here.  Maybe Jesus knows a lot about God – He even seemed empowered by God.  But when it comes time to fish or cut bait, Simon would rather do things his way.  
But give Simon credit, he’s willing to go along with this – to a point.  Notice that Jesus said, “let down your nets” – plural.  But how many nets does Peter toss out?  Just one.  
· Luke 5:6 And when they had done this, they caught a great number of fish, and their net was breaking.  7 So they signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink. 
· Luke 5:8 When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, "Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!" 9 For he and all who were with him were astonished at the catch of fish which they had taken; 10 and so also were James and John…. 
Now at this point, Luke refers to Simon as “Simon Peter” – Simon is in fact the same “Peter” who would become perhaps the most famous of all the disciples.  
But if I’m Peter, I could see myself missing the boat on this – no pun intended.  Because I’ve just caught a net full of fish, and I’m about to cash in at the marketplace.

Now I’d probably toss God a quick, “Thank you” for my good fortune.  And maybe Peter did that when Jesus healed his mother-in-law.  But not this time.
Notice what Peter calls Jesus THIS time – he calls Him, “Lord”.  And this is significant, because the word “master” is used nearly 200 times in the Bible – but almost always in reference to a mere man.  But the word “Lord” is different.

It comes from the Greek word kurios, which means, “supreme authority”.  We’re not talking about sergeants or captains or slave owners anymore – Peter has just promoted Jesus to commander-in-chief.  But even that analogy is a bit weak.  
In the United States, President Bush is the commander-in-chief of our military – so people obey his orders.  But while people may DO what he SAYS, they may not TRUST in his WORDS.  Iraq seems enough to make my point here.
The contrast is like this:  you obey a master because of his AUTHORITY, but you obey a Lord because of his WORD.   You might OBEY your master out of FEAR, but you FOLLOW your lord out of FAITH.  Because you BELIEVE in his WORDS.
· 10b And Jesus said to Simon, "Do not be afraid. From now on you will catch men." 11 So when they had brought their boats to land, they forsook all and followed Him.

Now perhaps you’re wondering, “What does all this have to do with New Year’s Resolutions”.  Well, perhaps we could consider what it means to “resolve” to do something.  The word, “resolve” is defined as:

“To make or cause to make a firm decision.  To separate into component parts, and find a solution.”

Seems to me these guys made a resolution that day – they resolved to follow Jesus.  But there were TWO parts to that resolution.  Because to follow Jesus, they had to leave EVERYTHING else behind.

Now let me say this: I don’t think we’re being told that we’re all supposed to leave our jobs, homes and families to go overseas and join the mission field.
But we are called to follow Jesus, and to become more like Him – so that through our words and deeds we too can become “catchers of men”.  
And I’m sure none of us here would say that God has finished His work in us – I’m painfully reminded of that too often myself.  But at least I’m in pretty good company here.

Back in early November, Pastor Bob taught on Philippians 3, verses 12-16.  There we heard that even the apostle Paul considered himself to be a “work-in-process”.  Paul wrote

· Philippians 3:12 I don't mean to say that I have already achieved these 
things or that I have already reached perfection! But I keep working toward that day when I will finally be all that Christ Jesus saved me for and wants me to be. 









- NLT
Safe to say we all have at least some room to grow.  So couldn’t we all stand to make a resolution or two?  And if so, what can we learn from Peter here?  Well, Principle #1 is:
· Principle #1 – Seek the goals God has set for you
A few weeks back I did a little research on the Internet about New Year’s Resolutions.  Here’s what I found.

The tradition of making New Year’s Resolutions dates back to Rome about 153 B.C.  The Romans worshipped a god named Janus, because they believed Janus could see the future as clearly as the past.  
So they began making resolutions in hopes that the New Year would go well for them.
  And they would exchange gifts – like we do at Christmas.  But do you know what else they did?  They would seek forgiveness from their enemies.  
Now the Romans weren’t worshipping the God of the Bible.  But it seems like they were on the right track.  Because forgiveness – whether giving it, or receiving it – is an act of love.
  And if Jesus spoke about ANYTHING, He spoke about LOVE.  

· Matt 23:37 … " 'You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.' 38 "This is the first and great commandment. 39 "And the second is like it: 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.'
And love is prevalent in Paul’s writings.  Romans 13 verse 10 reads:

· Rom 13:10 Love does no harm to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.

And Galatians 5 verse 14 reads:
· Gal 5:14 For all the law is fulfilled in one word: "You shall love your neighbor as yourself."

And James wrote:
· Jam 2: 8 If you really fulfill the royal law…, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself…”
If you grabbed a bulletin on your way in this morning, you’ll find a sheet inside it entitled, “Complete in Christ”.

· Complete in Christ sheet

And you’ll see a list of virtues, beliefs and acts of conduct motivated by a desire to be like Jesus so we might glorify God.  

And I’m quite sure that God would want us to resolve to become more like Jesus.  But God wants that FOR us as well.  Shortly before His crucifixion, Jesus said to Peter and the other disciples:

· John 15:11 "These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be full. 12 "This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.

Because why do we make New Year’s Resolutions in the first place?  So we’ll feel better about ourselves, right?  But, how do we usually go about this?  Well, the most common resolutions people make include:

· Lose weight

· Get more exercise

· Spend more time with family and friends

· Quit smoking or drinking

· Get out of debt

· Get organized

· Learn something new

· Help others

Nothing wrong with any of these – in fact, they’re all good goals.  But the question is: “What is the motivation behind these goals”?  To better love YOU?  Or to better love ME?
· Do we want to lose weight and get more exercise so we can feel better about how we look?  

Or is it to improve our health out of love for our husband, or wife, or children?

· Do we want to get out of debt so we have more money for ourselves?
Or is it because we spend money on things we don’t really need, instead of giving it to others who have needs?

· Do we want to get more organized because we misplace things important to US?’

Or, is it out of love and respect for our husband, or wife, or friend or co-worker who is inconvenienced by our lack of organization?

So our Characteristic of Completeness this morning is:
· Giving away my life

And the Big Idea is:
· Self-improvement begins with self-removement

If I’m understanding Jesus correctly, I’ll feel better about myself if I follow Him.  I’ll feel better about myself if I love others.  But this means I need to focus more on YOU than on ME.  

So maybe we need to re-think the goals we set and the resolutions we make.  Because self-improvement begins with self-removement.  

And one question that comes to mind is, “Wouldn’t we like God to help us keep the resolutions we make”?  And Jesus said he will – with one qualification.  
Because in those same last words, Jesus said at least SIX times that God WILL help us – with one qualification.  Here’s one example.  Jesus said: 

· John 15:16 "You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may give you.

So there’s the qualifier – to ask “In His name.”  This means that God will help us, but only with those things that Jesus Himself would ask for.  But you know what?  It seems even JESUS had to reconsider HIS resolutions.  

Listen to what Jesus requested just before He was arrested:

· Luke 22:42 "Father, if it is Your will, take this cup away from Me; nevertheless not My will, but Yours, be done."
In His humanness, Jesus didn’t want to die on a cross.  But He wanted to do God’s will for Him.  And God’s will was that Jesus would suffer the pain and humiliation of the death of a criminal.  And that Jesus would do it both knowingly and willingly – for you, and for me.
And that’s the epitome of the “fruit” Jesus spoke of.  Because “bearing fruit” is about loving others sacrificially – just like Jesus did.
So our resolutions should have ONE goal in mind: that in some way, we are loving God by loving others.  And one more thing before we move on.  Hebrews chapter 5 verses 8-9 read:

· Hebrew 5:8 though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which He suffered. 9 And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him,

The Bible is quite clear on the fact that Jesus was no mere man – He was God in the flesh, who came to earth in human form.
  Yet somehow, Jesus “learned” by seeking the goals God had set for Him.  And somehow, Jesus was “perfected” by doing it.  

But to do this, Jesus had to set aside what HE wanted – for what GOD wanted FOR Him.  Because self improvement begins with self-removement.  Which leads to our second principle:

· Principle #2 – Fear sets us back, but faith sets us free
Jesus wanted Peter, James and John to be catchers of men.  But He preceded this with:

· Luke 5:10b… "Do not fear..."
Which begs the question, “What did they have to fear?”  Well, a few things come to mind.  First, 

· What are people going to think?

Now leaving the known for the unknown can be unsettling enough – because change can be uncomfortable.  But they were also leaving their family, friends, and 1,500 years of family and religious traditions.  
And this is not usually received well.  Because when you “forsake” your family’s heritage and traditions, it will feel like you are forsaking THEM as well.  And they won’t like it.
And James and John had to deal with:

· How will Dad take this?

Because most businesses will suffer if four of the five owners walk out and never come back.  So Zebedee was probably a bit ticked off that these guys left him hanging.  And if this isn’t bad enough, they probably wondered:

· How are we going to make a living?

Fair question, because they were leaving their jobs as well.  And I doubt these guys had stocks, bonds, annuities and pension plans to live off.  Plus, they were doing this to follow Jesus, who was both homeless and unemployed.

Now your resolutions may not seem so dramatic.  Perhaps you’re even wondering what they have to do with your relationship with God, or following Jesus.  But is there any aspect of our lives that doesn’t involve God in some way?   
Christian psychiatrist Gerald May is one who would propose there isn’t.  
· photo of Gerald G. May/book, “Addiction and Grace”  

And no – that’s not Jim Jolley’ picture on the screen – there really is a Gerald May.  And Dr. May wrote a book entitled, “Addiction and Grace”, which is probably the best book I’ve read on why we fail to keep the resolutions we make.  May begins by writing:

· “After 20 years of listening to the yearnings of people’s hearts, I am convinced that all human beings have an inborn desire for God…This desire is our deepest longing and our most precious treasure, because it gives us meaning.  

We may experience it in different ways – as a longing for wholeness, completion, or fulfillment.  Regardless of how we describe it, it is a longing for love – a hunger to love, be loved, and to move closer to the Source of love.  This yearning is the essence of the human spirit; it is the origin of our highest hopes and most noble dreams.”

Does this resonate with you?  It does with me.  But connecting with God isn’t easy, because it takes work.  So our tendency is to find fulfillment in other ways.  May adds:
· “Sometimes we repress this desire, and bury it beneath so many other interests that we are completely unaware of it.”

So how do we repress this desire?  And what are these other interests May refers to?  Well, we attach ourselves to things that are easily accessible, easier to control, and provide instant gratification.  
And May offers about 150 examples that could be summed up in three words:
· praise

· praise

possessions

· praise

possessions

pleasure

Let’s start with pleasure – 

· pleasure

- the  things that make us FEEL good.  Now there are easy ones – like drugs and alcohol.  I used to be a drinker, and I can tell you I LIKED how alcohol made me feel.  But how about food – like donuts, chocolate, ice cream, french-fries, potato chips, and pizza? 
We call these COMFORT foods, don’t we?  And do you know why we like these things?  Sure, they TASTE good – but they make us FEEL good, too.  Because they light up the pleasure centers of our brains like a pinball machine – just like alcohol and drugs do.
But how about recreational things like golf, shopping, movies, TV, the Internet – even sex – again, anything that makes us feel good, or helps us escape the pressures of life.  

· possessions

So how about possessions?  There’s always SOMETHING new that we just HAVE to have, isn’t there?  And marketers get us to buy these things by appealing to our DESIRE to CONSUME.
But how about financial security?  Do we spend more time analyzing our stock portfolio – or our spiritual portfolio?  Do we spend more time checking our progress in achieving our financial goals?  Or the 30 spiritual goals of Completeness in Christ?

Before becoming a pastor, I spent 19 years working in the banking industry.  About 10 years ago, I sensed God leading me away from banking to ministry.  And I had a plan – a plan that would get me through seminary, my daughters through college, and keep my investment portfolio in place – before doing that.

God had a different plan, but it took a year before I was willing to let go of the net worth HE had blessed me with.

· praise

And how about praise?  We can start with workaholism.  But how about yardwork, or the perfect house, or the perfect performance, or overall busyness?  Why are we driven by these things?  And how about exercise, or even serving in the church?  Can any or all of these things become crutches that prop up our sense of worth? 
And how does fear factor into all this?  Well, we FEAR things that will cause us discomfort:
· we fear the discomfort of denying ourselves those things that make us feel good – because unsatisfied cravings are uncomfortable, and
· we fear that we won’t have enough money to maintain the lifestyle we’ve gotten comfortable with, and,

· we fear that people won’t think highly of us.  

Because we want people to think well of us – in fact, sometimes we even NEED people to think well of us, don’t we?  So we want to make sure we’re measuring up – in how hard we work, in how well our homes and yards look, and how well WE look.  

I’m guilty of this one, too.  I try to take pretty good care of myself – I run, and eat in moderation.  But I haven’t been good at going to the doctor.  My wife Mary would suggest I do that – just to make sure.  But I don’t like all the poking and prodding that goes with it.
Plus, I’m a busy guy – I’ve got things to do.  So I didn’t get around to it.  Until this year.

Early this year, Mary asked again – but differently.  She said something to the effect, “I want to grow old with you, but I’m afraid I won’t.”  And that hurt, because I’d missed it – she wasn’t asking for ME, she was asking for HER.  

Because we can keep busy doing the things that other people praise, so we feel good about ourselves – even if it consumes our time, and even if it causes conflict in our relationships with our families, our friends, and our co-workers.  
But none of these things can fill that place in our hearts that only God can fill.  John wrote:

· 1 John 2:16 For all that is in the world -- the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life -- is not of the Father but is of the world.
It takes a step of faith to be free of these fears.  And Jesus knew this, because He said:

· Luke 12:22 Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat; nor about the body, what you will put on. …30 "For all these things the nations of the world seek after, and your Father knows that you need these things.  31 "But seek the kingdom of God, and all these things shall be added to you.

So we have to be very intentional of letting go of the things we attach ourselves to – like Peter did.  Notice how Luke describes this:
· Luke 5:11b they forsook all and followed Him.

Now I’ve used the New King James Version of the Bible, because most other versions read, “they left everything”.  But this doesn’t do justice to the original Greek Luke used.  
The English word “forsook” comes from the Greek word “aphiemi”.  It can mean, “leave behind”, but a better rendering is to “dismiss”, “divorce” or “put away”.  

And I think the difference is significant.  Because I “left” my house to come to church this morning.  But I didn’t “leave my house” for good – because I’ll go home after the services conclude this morning.  
But if I “dismiss” something, I’m “putting it away” for good – because I’ve come to view that something as something negative.  
And “divorce” is something final.  It’s an unconditional ending to a relationship that began in love, but ended badly.  
Perhaps we have to consider if we have a “love affair” that we’ve been holding on to.  Perhaps its time we begin to see that object or activity that brings us pleasure or praise as something we need to dismiss.  

And perhaps it may even be time we “divorce” ourselves from those things that cause conflicts and get in the way of us loving God and loving others.  Even if we have to deal with some discomfort – like Jesus did for us.

Now one last note on this Greek word aphiemi.  Do you know what else it can mean?  It is also translated “forgive”.  So perhaps we can follow the example of those ancient Romans.  Perhaps we may even need to seek forgiveness from those we may have hurt by failing to let God transform our hearts.  



So by now, you may be thinking, “Well, thanks a lot for the guilt trip, Jeff – great way to end the year”.  But hang in there, because our final principle is:
· Principle #3 - Let guilt move you, but grace motivate you

Perhaps you’ve noticed there’s one thing we haven’t addressed yet.  Because after Jesus helps Peter and his buddies catch a boatload of fish, Peter responds by saying:
· Luke 5:8b, …“Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.”

Now I won’t even address the fact that these guys seemed to just walk away from a financial windfall.  But Peter seems to be saying he sinned in some way – even though He obeyed Jesus.  So is Peter suggesting he sinned simply by doubting Jesus?  
Well, to answer that, there’s something we need to consider first.  We’ve already seen that Peter had seen Jesus perform miracles, and had come to believe in Him.  
But we haven’t considered the fact that this may NOT have been the first time Jesus called Peter to follow him.  Mark chapter 1, verses 17-20 read:
· Mark 1:17 Then Jesus said to them, "Follow Me, and I will make you
 fishers of men." 18 They immediately left their nets and followed Him.

20… and Jesus called James and John; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants, and went away to follow Him.

Sounds like our text today, doesn’t it?  But several credible theologians propose this actually happened a month earlier.
  And I think they’re right – because nowhere do we see Peter declaring himself a sinful man.  And that would seem a significant omission.
So Peter, James and John followed Jesus – for awhile.  It sounds like they blew off Zebedee, and bagged work for the day.  But FEAR seems to have set in, because a month later, they’re back to their old routines – at their boats, and fixing their nets.  Kind of like when we fail to keep the resolutions we make today, isn’t it?  





Now perhaps Peter finally realized who Jesus really was.  But I think it’s because Peter realized that Jesus had been calling him.  I think Peter finally realized that Jesus had been calling him to make changes in his life for a full YEAR.  But Peter had blown Him off. 
You know, I’ve heard several people say something like, “Following Jesus would be easier if He was here in person.”  And I’ve thought that myself a time or two.  But you know what?  I don’t think it would make a difference – because for a year, it didn’t with Peter. 
But if we can blow off Jesus, just think how easy we blow off even those we love the most?  They ask us to change something – but we don’t.  We rationalize and justify our behaviors, but nothing changes.  Until GUILT sets in.






CHANGE is uncomfortable, so we resist it.  But so is GUILT.  And guilt is God-given – it’s something God uses to get us to MOVE.  It got me to give up drinking – even when I didn’t want to.  But God doesn’t use guilt to MOTIVATE us – He wants GRACE to MOTIVATE us.  
And here’s something that encourages me, and I hope will encourage you.  Nowhere in this story do we see Jesus CONDEMN Peter – He just asks Peter to follow Him.  Instead of CONDEMNATION, Jesus offers an INVITATION.  




Our God is gracious, and He is patient.  And He will keep calling – because He wants what’s best for us, and He wants us to experience joy.  But to do this, we need to follow Jesus.  And this takes a step of faith.
It’s the last day of the year 2006.  Perhaps you sense God has been calling you to get more involved in the church, or a Life Group, or simply to spend more time with Him.  
Or perhaps your wife, or husband, or children have been asking you to make some changes.  Perhaps you could even ask THEM what resolutions THEY would like you to make.  You’ll probably have to let go of something – but if it’s the right thing, God will reward you for it in some way.
Perhaps 2007 CAN be different – not because of what happens AROUND us, but because of what happens INSIDE us.  And not because of what we ADD, but because of what we SUBTRACT.  Because self-improvement begins with self-removement.
Let’s pray.
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