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Revisiting Some Important Questions
Introduction:
A.
Show video, “sv_purpose.” (It will play automatically.)
B.
Every once in a while, it’s good to revisit  some important questions.  I have three questions in mind:   What is our purpose in life?   What does true success look like?   And how do we become what we’re supposed to be?

Today, I want to break from the usual preaching routine to poke around a little at these three questions.  I’ll briefly cover the first two questions, and then spend more time on the third.
I.
The  first important question is this:  What is our purpose in life?  What is our mission?
At Moon Valley, our purpose or mission is to love God in a way that reaches another generation.  Not just the younger generation, but every generation, especially the next generation of believers in Jesus Christ.  If we really want to boil it down, we just say,  “One generation to another.”

This idea is woven throughout the Bible.  In  Psalm 145:4, David says to God:

NAU Psalm 145:4 One generation shall praise Your works to another . . .

That why we exist:  to praise or worship or love God in a way that reaches another generation.  There’s a vertical dimension—loving God.  And there’s a horizontal dimension—reaching another generation.

For example, a lawyer asks Jesus which commandment is most important.  Jesus says loving God—the vertical—is most important, and reaching out to others—the horizontal—is right up there, too.  In  Matthew 22:37-39, Jesus says,

NAU Matthew 22:37 . . . “‘YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.’ 38 This is the great and foremost commandment. 39 The second is like it, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.’”

One generation to another.  That’s what we’re about.
You  say, “Well, that’s fine for the church, but what about me?”  The truth is, if you are a believer in Jesus Christ, you are the church.  So, while God has made each one of us as a unique part of the body of Christ, we share the same big mission:  to love God in a way that reaches another generation.
II.
That  brings us to the second question:  What does true success look like?  If our mission is to love God in a way that reaches another generation, how will we know when another generation is being reached?  What is our vision of what that looks like?
Our vision is that God would use us to nurture every person to become complete in Christ.  If we really want to boil it down, we just say,  “Complete in Christ.”

We get this from the Bible, too.  For example, we embrace these words from the Apostle Paul in  Colossians 1:28:

NAU Colossians 1:28 We proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, so that we may present every man complete in Christ.

To be complete means to be mature.  We’ve developed a biblical profile of what it means for a person to be complete in Christ.  Of course, we’re all in process.  But this helps us know what success looks like.  We’ve identified 31 Characteristics of Completeness across  four general categories:  motivation, virtues, beliefs, and conduct.
I’d like to ask the Evans to come up and help us with this.  Scott will call out each Characteristic of Completeness, and for each one, Denise will give a personal description of a person who is complete in Christ.  The idea is that Denise will be our personification of what completeness in Christ looks like.  Of course, we’re pretending.  Denise is not really complete yet; no one is.  But this is what we want to become.
MOTIVATION

 
Jesus Christ:  My foremost desire is to know and be like Jesus Christ—bringing glory to God and enjoying His rewards.

VIRTUES

 
Love:  I love God and others unconditionally and sacrificially, as Christ loved me.

 
Joy:  I have inner contentment and purpose in spite of my circumstances.

 
Peace:  I am at peace with God and do all I can to be at peace with others.

 
Patience:  I am longsuffering with my circumstances and with others.

 
Hope:  I can cope with the hardships of life and with death because of the hope I have in Christ.

 
Self Control:  I exercise the power I have, through Christ, to control myself.

 
Faith/Faithfulness:  I trust in God and I am faithful to fulfill God’s will for my life no matter how I feel.

 
Goodness/Integrity:  My life exhibits the righteousness of God clear through; the inside matches the outside.

 
Kindness/Gentleness:  I choose to do the right things in the right way in relationship to others.

 
Humility/Submission:  I unselfishly esteem others above myself, living in submission to Christ.

BELIEFS

 
Trinity:  I fully understand that the God of the Bible is the only true God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—who is involved in and cares about my daily life.

 
Eternity:  I fully understand that there is a heaven and a hell and that Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and to establish His eternal kingdom.

 
Church:  I fully understand that the Church is God’s primary way to accomplish His purposes on earth today.

 
Compassion:  I fully understand that God calls Christians to show compassion to those in need.

 
Authority of the Bible:  I fully understand that the Bible is the inerrant Word of God and has the right to govern my belief and action.

 
Salvation by Grace:  I fully understand that a person receives eternal life by God’s grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone.

 
Spiritual Warfare:  I fully understand God’s provision for victory over Satan and all other spiritual enemies.

 
Christian Life:  I fully understand the significance of my position in Christ and His provision for living the Christian life.

 
Stewardship:  I fully understand that everything I am and own belongs to God.

 
World:  I fully understand that every person is a sinner who desperately needs God for life and eternity.

CONDUCT

 
Bible Study:  I read the Bible, drawing principles and applying them to my life.

 
Prayer:  I pray to God to praise Him, to lay my requests before Him, and to find direction.

 
Spiritual Gifts:  I know and use my spiritual gifts to accomplish God’s purposes in His Church.

 
Worship:  I worship God for who He is and what He has done.

 
Discipleship:  I am fulfilling Christ’s commission to make disciples, reaching another generation.

 
Disciplined Life:  I discipline all aspects of my life so that I can bring glory to God and accomplish His purposes.

 
Family Living:  I invest time and energy to develop a quality marriage, to train my children in faith, and to honor my parents.

 
Biblical Community:  I fellowship with other Christians to accomplish God’s purposes in our lives together.

 
Relationship with World:  I am living a life through word and deed that confesses Jesus Christ.

 
Giving Away My Life:  I give away my life—my time, my money, my abilities—at God’s direction and for His purposes.

That is  our description of what it means to be complete in Christ.  And so, this is what success looks like:  more and more people becoming more and more complete in Christ.  That’s our vision:  complete in Christ.

III
Now,  we come to the third question, the hardest one:  How do we become what we’re supposed to be?  If we want more and more people to become more and more complete in Christ, how do we do that?  What is our strategy?
A.
Well, we take our strategy from the Bible, too.  We look back at the very first, pure, unadulterated church, formed in first-century Jerusalem.  A description of it is provided in Acts 2:42-47.  There are  four important things the very first church did.  We think we ought to be doing these things, too.
1.
First,  we should worship.  That’s what the first church did.  Acts 2 mentions a number of things related to worship.

a.
In  Verse 42, it says,

NAU Acts 2:42 They were continually devoting themselves . . . to the breaking of bread . . .
That’s communion, where we worship God for sending Jesus Christ to die in our place and on our behalf.

b.
Also in  Verse 42, it says,

NAU Acts 2:42 They were continually devoting themselves . . . to prayer.
Praying to God is definitely a form of worship.

c.
In  Verse 43, it also says,

NAU Acts 2:43 Everyone kept feeling a sense of awe . . .

. . . which is a worshipful response to the greatness of God.

d.
In  Verse 47, it says they were also . . .
NAU Acts 2:47 praising God . . .

Again, that’s worship.  That’s what we should do.
2.
Second,  we should also connect.  This involves building meaningful, supportive relationships with other believers through shared experiences.

a.
In  Verse 42, it says,
NAU Acts 2:42 They were continually devoting themselves . . . to fellowship . . .

b.
In  Verse 44, it says,

NAU Acts 2:44 And all those who had believed were together and had all things in common

c.
In  Verse 46, it says,
NAU Acts 2:46 . . . they were taking their meals together . . .

That’s connecting.
3.
Third,  we should grow.  Verse  42 says,
NAU Acts 2:42 They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles' teaching . . .

It is by application of the teaching of God’s Word to our lives that we grow more complete in Christ.  It is the Scriptures that teach us about each of the Characteristics of Completeness in Christ.
4.
Fourth,  we should serve.
a.
Verse  45 says they lovingly served one another:
NAU Acts 2:45 and they began selling their property and possessions and were sharing them with all, as anyone might have need.
b.
This serving was so extraordinary that the first church found favor in the community.  Verse  47 tells us they were . . .

NAU Acts 2:47 . . . having favor with all the people. . . .

c.
All this created a winsome church in which people were being saved.  Verse  47 says,
NAU Acts 2:47 . . . And the Lord was adding to their number day by day those who were being saved.

And so, whatever our strategy is, it ought to include doing four things:   worship, connect, grow, and serve.
B.
Well, how do we do that?  At Moon Valley, we do it  in Life Groups.  A Life Group is a small number of people gathered regularly to do the four things the first church did:  worship, connect, grow, and serve.  Pretty much everything at Moon Valley, in one way or another, revolves around Life Groups.
I’ve heard some say, “Oh yeah, that’s you’re small-group program.”  I feel awkward when I hear that, because without trying to disparage other small-group programs, I’ve never seen anything quite like Life Groups at Moon Valley.
Let me show you by taking  a typical week in the life of a fictitious couple named Clyde and Claudia.  Clyde and Claudia happen to be Christians.
1.
To begin their week, Clyde and Claudia come to Moon Valley for  worship services on Sunday morning.  It’s where everybody gathers in this place.  It’s the biggest crowd, but not the biggest deal at Moon Valley Bible Church.  It’s merely preliminary.  It only sets the table.  It’s just preparation for something greater.

Oh, Clyde and Claudia do some important things on Sunday morning, but let’s face it, the experience doesn’t provide a balance of the four ingredients in the first-century church; it’s woefully incomplete.

They worship.  And there are some opportunities to serve on Sunday mornings as well.  But they don’t connect much.  That’s not a slam; it’s just reality.  With hundreds of people here, it’s almost impossible for Clyde and Claudia to deeply connect with people in the few minutes they have before and after services.
And strictly speaking, Clyde and Claudia don’t even grow much on Sunday mornings.  Oh, they hear biblical sermons and so they’re growing more knowledgeable.  That’s good and needful.  But remember, we want to grow more and more complete in Christ.  And that does not happen on Sunday mornings any more than a car key drives you to work.
2.
For Clyde and Claudia, growth does not come from the sermon; it comes from what they do with the sermon.  And a key part of what they do is  pray throughout the week.   It’s not just any prayer; it’s asking God to show them how to apply the biblical truth presented on Sunday morning.  Throughout the week, Clyde and Claudia are continually asking God, “How can I personally and specifically apply the biblical text taught on Sunday?”  They’re looking for opportunities, they’re listening for the prompting of the Holy Spirit, they’re expectantly waiting for God to link the biblical principle to their lives.
And they don’t have to be Bible scholars to do this.  They don’t have to worry about what to read in the Bible; the biblical text is provided every Sunday.  They don’t have to worry about coming up with a principle from the biblical text because, in every sermon, a concise biblical principle is presented for them to apply.  We call it the big idea.  And they even get help applying the principle; some suggested personal applications are usually provided in every message.  And they don’t have to worry about getting a balanced biblical diet.  Each sermon focuses on one particular Characteristic of Completeness, and we plan sermons such that, in a twelve-month period, Clyde and Claudia have an opportunity to work on every one of the thirty-one Characteristics of Completeness.
3.
Their prayerful work to apply the Bible to their lives prepares Clyde and Claudia for the main event—the one thing in their week that provides a first-century church experience:  their  Life Group.  Their Life Group happens to meet on Friday nights; there are other groups that meet on other nights.
Life Groups meet in homes.  Every group does things a little differently, but in one way or another, they’re all striving  to worship, connect, grow, and serve together.
Clyde and Claudia arrive on Friday night.  They share a meal with about ten other people with whom they get to connect in a very warm, relaxed, informal way.
After the meal, their group often does some form of worship.  Sometimes they sing.  Sometimes they read something that prompts them to think about what God is really like.  Usually they pray.  It’s all strictly voluntary; no one is pressured to do anything.

There is also an opportunity for Life Group participants to share their needs and struggles, and to receive care and encouragement and prayer from others in the group.  In this way, they serve one another.  Outside their circle, the Life Group decides together what volunteering, community service, or missions efforts they want to get involved in together.
And at some point in the evening, the Life Group leader says something like:  Let’s talk about application.  What’s been happening as you’ve tried to apply the Bible to your life?  Where do you see God at work?  How are you growing?
At that point, responses are varied.  Some haven’t tried to apply the Bible to their lives because they’re not quite sure how.  That’s okay.  They can quietly and comfortably sit back and observe how others do it.  No one is called upon individually, so there’s no embarrassment or pressure.

Some have simply neglected to do it.  No guilt trips.  Our hope is that they will eventually be drawn into application by seeing God at work in other people.

Some tried to apply the Bible to their lives and struggled with it.  We all do from time to time.  And so they get understanding and encouragement and prayer to press on.

Others have a story to tell.  Maybe a story of how, in a particular situation, God brought to mind the principle, and in that moment, they knew exactly how they were supposed to apply it, and they did, and they share how good it felt for God to be working through them like that.  And the group celebrates and gives thanks together.
Or for others, maybe it’s a story of how it became clear to them what God was calling them to do—maybe to forgive or to extend grace to someone who has hurt them deeply—and they just can’t bring themselves to do it.  And the group listens actively and compassionately, and shares that burden, and prays for God’s help.
Life Group is not an unmoving study, it’s an unfolding story—the story of God’s involvement in our lives.  That’s the core of our strategy.
And it works.  Last summer, we conducted a survey, asking Moon Valley attendees to evaluate their own growth on each of the thirty-one Characteristics of Completeness.  Results for Life Group attenders and non-attenders were compared.  Life Group attenders and non-attenders generally report similar levels of growth over the past year in Characteristics relating to beliefs or knowledge.  So, everybody seems to think they’re growing in biblical knowledge.
But, in aggregate, only those who are involved in a Life Group feel as though their lives are being transformed behaviorally.  Only among Life Group attenders does the increase in knowledge produce a significant change in Characteristics relating to conduct.  There is no evidence of such life change among those who don’t go to a Life Group.
C.
Having Life Groups at the core of our strategy does raise some questions, though.

1.
Like, what if Clyde and Claudia miss a Sunday, how do they apply a sermon they haven’t heard?  Good question.
By 2:00PM on Sunday, the written transcript for the sermon that day is posted on  our website, and we’re working to put the audio online, too.  So Clyde and Claudia can just pick the sermon off the website.  If they don’t happen to have a computer, they can just call the church; we’re happy to mail them a transcript or an audio recording.

2.
What if Clyde and Claudia need an overview of the basic tenets of the Christian faith?  Seems like the pace of study on Sunday mornings is too slow for that.  Good point.
There are two options.

a.
Clyde and Claudia can go through  a free booklet we offer, titled, “Living in the Family of Grace.”  They can do that by themselves or together with someone else in their Life Group.
b.
Clyde and Claudia can also attend a Sunday-morning class called  Fifteen which provides a systematic overview of Bible interpretation and doctrine.  The class gets its name from the fifteenth verse in two chapters of the Bible.
In 2 Timothy 2:15, it says,

NKJ 2 Timothy 2:15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

Also in 1 Peter 3:15, it says,

NKJ 1 Peter 3:15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you . . .

The Fifteen class helps Clyde and Claudia rightly divide and defend their faith.

3.
Well what about children?  What do Clyde and Claudia do with their children?  Important question.

a.
On Sunday mornings, along with the services here in the auditorium, there are  programs for kids on campus, Grades 0 through 12.  In most cases, the kids are learning about the very same biblical text the adults are here in the auditorium.  Of course, it’s repackaged to be age appropriate, but the kids are learning the same basic stuff their parents are.
b.
Then on Wednesday nights there are  small groups for kids, mostly here on campus.  The relationship between kids’ programs on Sunday morning and kids’ small groups on Wednesday nights is very similar to the relationship between Sunday services and Life Groups.  In kids’ small groups there is an emphasis on applying the Bible to life and on doing the four things the early church did:  worship, connect, grow, and serve—all in a smaller group setting.

c.
We’ve purposely designed the experience for children to be very similar to the experience for parents so that families have common ground for discussion at home.
In fact, Clyde and Claudia have set aside dinner time on Thursdays as their special  family time.  It’s a time when they talk over dinner about what they’re learning, how they’re applying the Bible to their lives, and what God seems to be doing.  It’s made easier because Clyde and Claudia are generally working on the same biblical text as their children.  This helps Clyde and Claudia fulfill their role as parents, raising their children in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.
  And it takes no extra time or preparation.  They’re just talking about stuff they’re already doing, over a meal they would have anyway.
4.
Here’s another question:  What if Clyde and Claudia want to do a deeper Bible study?  They really want to dig.  How do they do that?
If Clyde and Claudia want to dig, they can dig.  I mentioned to you that a written transcript of every sermon is available  on the web the afternoon the sermon is given.  The transcript is designed to afford deeper study.

In essence, the transcript is a fully annotated biblical research paper.  Last week’s sermon covered Philippians 4:21-23, just three verses.  The transcript is 4,925 words long, and includes 35 footnotes that allow Clyde and Claudia to trace sources, consider alternative arguments, and get more information.
At the beginning of the transcript, related Scriptures are listed, allowing Clyde and Claudia to more broadly correlate and integrate the teachings of the Bible.  And while the transcripts contain every word that is spoken in the sermon, they are presented in outline form so that Clyde and Claudia can more easily study the logic of arguments presented and how points interrelate.

A not-so-hidden agenda of mine is to teach in a way that shows Clyde and Claudia how to interpret the Bible for themselves.  By carefully reviewing transcripts Clyde and Claudia can learn how to carefully observe the content of a text, how to consider its context, how to compare it with other Scriptures, how to factor in cultural considerations, and how to consult various research tools.
5.
Here’s another question:  How are Clyde and Claudia going to reach out to their unbelieving neighbors, Marvin and Mavis?

The answer may surprise you:  Clyde and Claudia simply invite Marvin and Mavis to their Life Group.  The Life Group is always open and accessible to unbelievers.  It’s always reaching.  If, according to Jesus, our most effective basis for evangelism is loving one another
, then the Life Group is where unbelievers can actually see it best.  Clyde and Claudia can invite Marvin and Mavis to a relaxed, nonthreatening Life Group meeting where believers are openly, authentically, and unapologetically caring for one another, praying for one another, and talking about how to apply God’s truth to their lives.  It’s not academic.  It’s doing life together.  It’s doing the abundant life together.

So instead of just inviting Marvin and Mavis to our gathering on Sunday morning, Clyde and Claudia invite them to their Life Group, where the rubber meets the road.  Marvin and Mavis are increasingly looking for something real.  They’re less and less interested in, and more and more cynical about, what they perceive to be the “Christian Show” on Sunday morning.  Life Groups are the church next door.  Life Groups are the church, deployed to reach our community.

6.
Here’s one final question:  What if you’re not Clyde and Claudia?  What if you’re situation is a little different?  How are you supposed to apply all this stuff I’ve presented today?  Good questions.
Clyde and Claudia aren’t exactly like anybody else; we’re all a little different.  Maybe you can’t do everything that Clyde and Claudia do; they are merely intended to encourage you to live  each week with the really important questions in mind.  What is my purpose in life?  What does true success look like?  And how do I become what I’m supposed to be?
At first blush, we appear to be a pretty informal bunch at Moon Valley Bible Church.  Don’t let that fool you.  We’re very intentional about what we’re trying to accomplish here.

Are you living each week on purpose?  Does a typical week for you reflect a strategy—something more than just getting by?  This week, I encourage you to prayerfully ask the following question, and keep asking it.  Here’s the question:  In light our mission, vision, and strategy, is there something about my week that needs to change?






� Ephesians 6:4.


� John 13:34-35.
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