Good morning! My name is Patrick Gibbs and I am the Church Administrator here at MVBC. It is always an honor to fill in for Pastor Bob. As he does every summer, he is not speaking for several weeks so he can plan his messages for the next 10 months. In addition, I wanted to remind you of the surveys you have seen the last few weeks. If you are a regular attender at MVBC, we would like you to take a few minutes and fill this out this morning. 

A man was walking down a busy New York sidewalk with a companion. Buses and trucks were roaring by on the street, taxis were honking, the roar of a jack-hammer could be heard in the distance. Suddenly he stopped and said, "Do you hear the cricket?" His companion gaped at him in astonishment. The man, however, walked over to a potted shrub and parted the leaves. Sure enough -- there among the branches was a little cricket. Continuing down the sidewalk, his companion asked him, "How could you possibly have heard the cricket in all this noise?" "Because I listened for it," said the man. "Here, let me demonstrate." Having said that, he reached into his pocket for a handful of coins and let them all to the sidewalk. At the sound of the dropping/rolling coins every head within a block swiveled around. "See," he said, "it depends on what you are listening for." 

Our text this morning comes from the Bible book of Luke chapter 8. And we will begin in verse 4.   

(4 When a large crowd was coming together, and those from the various cities were journeying to Him, He spoke by way of a parable:

This is the first time Jesus utilizes parables to teach. A parable is a story or statement taken from everyday life to drive home a spiritual or moral truth. He begins his story in verse 5.  

(5"The sower (farmer) went out to sow his seed; and as he sowed, some fell beside the road, and it was trampled under foot and the birds of the air ate it up. 6"Other seed fell on rocky soil, and as soon as it grew up, it withered away, because it had no moisture. (7"Other seed fell among the thorns; and the thorns grew up with it and choked it out. 8"Other seed fell into the good soil, and grew up, and produced a crop a hundred times as great." As He said these things, He would call out, "He who has ears to hear, let him hear." 

That’s it! That’s the story. And it is a story every person listening would have understood. They knew what it was like to farm. A farmer planted all the seed he could- on the current paths, in the rocky soil, in the weeds, in the clean soil. Then he plowed to seed into the ground knowing it would grow in some places and produce a harvest. But I have a question. Is this spiritual teaching or a Home Depot clinic on planting a family garden? If I am sitting in the crowd, I don’t get it. That’s a cute story and it’s true, but what does it have to do with spiritual things? Well, don’t worry; the disciples didn’t get it either. Look at verse 9.        

(9 His disciples began questioning Him as to what this parable meant. 

Jesus answer in verse 10 has sparked much debate among scholars. Instead of answering the disciples directly, Jesus gives a brief explanation for why he is teaching with a parable. I was tempted to skip verse 10, because verses 11-15 explain the story. Besides, it’s hard. But let’s take a quick look at verse 10. 

(10 And He said, "To you it has been granted to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God, but to the rest it is in parables, so that SEEING THEY MAY NOT SEE, AND HEARING THEY MAY NOT UNDERSTAND.

I would briefly like to address 2 questions: what are the mysteries of the Kingdom of God and who gets to know them?

 (“Mysteries” has a slightly different meaning than we think in English. One Greek dictionary describes it this way: “…not the mysterious, but that which, being outside the range of unassisted natural apprehension can be made known only by divine revelation.” That means, “You won’t know what it means unless God tells you what it means.” For now, I am going to skip “kingdom of God” in any depth.  Lorne will actually be speaking about the kingdom of God in a couple of weeks. For now, let’s define the Kingdom of God as the way that God works His plan on earth and in heaven. In light of the story that so far still doesn’t make sense, it seems clear that Jesus is saying, “The meaning of this story will have to be revealed by me.” 

But, who then, gets to know the mysteries?  Does this mean that none of us have been granted to know the mysteries of the Kingdom of God because we don’t get the story? Is this some special choosing by God? Some are granted to know and some are not? God chooses some and not others? Was Jesus saying He had granted a certain understanding to some and the rest just get a confusing story? Clearly, the disciples didn’t understand the Home Depot farming clinic from a spiritual perspective. Yet, Jesus tells them they had been granted to know. So it seems clear that understanding this parable does not define who has been granted to know the mysteries. Then the question remains, “Who gets to know what parables mean?” And we need not look far because Jesus tells us in this verse. The answer is “you.”

(10 And He said, "To you it has been granted…”

So, who is the “you?” In Mark’s version of this parable in Mark 4, Mark writes, 

(10 As soon as He was alone, His followers, along with the twelve, began asking Him about the parables.

Jesus explained the mystery of this story to those wanting to know what it meant. Those that listened and left got nothing but a farming clinic- they got a parable. Those who pursued Jesus looking for the spiritual truth are going to be granted to know the mysteries of the Kingdom of God because Jesus is getting ready to tell them what it means. 
(11"Now the parable is this: the seed is the word of God. 

For the hearers of the story, the Word of God would have included the Old Testament, and the words Jesus was speaking on behalf of God the Father. For us, the Word of God is the Bible. Everything God thought we needed to know He already revealed in the Bible. 

Then Jesus immediately switches to the focus of the parable- it’s people. 

He switches from the seed and soil of the story to the people the story is about. Jesus describes 4 kinds of people and he describes them by the way they hear. In each of the next 4 verses, Jesus explains what each of the soils represent by what they do with what they hear. Our Characteristic of Completeness for the week is the Christian Life. We are talking about what we do with the word of God when we hear it. And I might as well give you the big idea of this story. Here is the big idea: (How I hear reveals my true heart. That is to say, what I do with what I hear determines the kind of soil or heart I have. 

So, as we look at these 4 different kinds of people, ask yourself, which one am I? And to help us remember the 4 types of hearts this week, my 4 points will spell the word (HEAR. 

So what’s the H? Look at verse 12.

(12"Those beside the road are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word from their heart, so that they will not believe and be saved. 

Some hearts will hear. But before the word of God can penetrate their heart, it is removed by the devil. As just as seed thrown on the beaten down path by the road get’s trampled and eaten by the birds, so does the word of God when it lands on a heart so hard it can’t take root. This is a (hard heart. This person hears with their ears, but their heart is so hard they can’t understand the truth they are hearing.  Unfortunately, this hard heart is the worst soil possible for the word of God. A hard heart allows the devil to steal any effectiveness the word of God might have. And this heart seems to have eternal consequences. The “so that” in this verse reveals the devil’s purpose for stealing away the word of God. It is so this heart- this person- will not believe and be saved.  You see, Jesus promises eternal life to all who will simply believe Him for it. And He can make this promise based on his death and resurrection for mankind. We can’t be good enough to earn it nor deserve it. All Jesus asks is that we take Him at His word that He will provide it. 

(John 6:47 Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me has everlasting life.

John 3:16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only son; that whoever believes in Him will not perish but have everlasting life. 

And every time the word of God lands on a hard heart, Satan snatches it away and this heart remains unbelieving.

How I hear reveals my true heart.  

Let’s move on to verse 13 and our letter E. 

(13"Those on the rocky soil are those who, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no firm root; they believe for a while, and in time of temptation fall away. 


This heart also hears, and it receives the word with joy. Yet, there is a problem with this heart. It isn’t really rooted in anything except its joy. I call this the (emotional heart. Maybe you go to a church service and feel all warm and fuzzy inside. Or in a time of trouble, you see Jesus as your answer. Or, since your circumstances have improved, God isn’t quite so mean. This is the person who is joyful until trouble comes. The translators put the word (temptation in our text, but the Greek word for temptation is the same Greek word for testing. (From the context here, we don’t really know if God is testing them to make them better- which we know He does- or if the devil is tempting them to sin- which we know he does. And frankly, I don’t believe it matters. Maybe it means both. Maybe all of our circumstances are used by God to make us better and used by Satan to tempt us. The context indicates that outside pressures get the best of this heart. The Greek word for “falls away” could also be translated “withdraws.” And just like every growing plant takes a beating from the elements (sun, rain, wind, etc), so every person takes a beating from the elements in this life (sin, disease, death, etc.) And when the elements come, there is no root to sustain the growth and this person withdraws. I am not saying there is anything wrong with showing emotion- or so I’ve heard. Jesus and the apostles demonstrated plenty of emotion; I am talking about basing your faith on emotion and circumstances. Our faith can’t solely be emotional. Make no mistake, this person is a Christian. The moment we believe Jesus for eternal life, we are adopted into God’s forever family. But some adopted children take a little longer to bond than others.

How I hear reveals my true heart.  
Then we come to the third heart Jesus describes. We find it in verse 14. 

(14"The seed which fell among the thorns, these are the ones who have heard, and as they go on their way they are choked with worries and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to maturity.
This heart hears the word of God, it takes root and grows. But this heart also has a problem. The growth from God’s Word is choked out by the bad growth of weeds or thorns. Worries, riches and pleasures of this life are being choked together with the fruit. Each is competing for time, space and resources. This is an (ambivalent heart. Ambivalent is defined as a continual fluctuation or uncertainty as to which approach to follow. This is a Christian who is torn between 2 loyalties. And this ambivalent heart exhibits itself in 3 areas: (1. the worries of this life, 2. the riches of this life, and 3. the pleasures of this life. Like the soil in any field, we only have so much time, energy, effort and other resources. And where we spend those resources is the place we will see the greatest production. If we spend our resources worrying about things in this life, we will have little energy left for God’s word and it’s impact. Someone has said, “Anxiety is a thin stream of fear trickling through the mind. If encouraged, it cuts a channel into which all others thoughts are drained.” (Arthur Somers Roche) If we spend our resources on the riches or pleasures of this life, we may find ourselves choking out the impact God wants to make in our life. Notice the verse doesn’t say this heart produces no fruit. It produces fruit that isn’t mature. The phrase (“bring fruit to maturity” is actually one Greek word that means to bring to completion- like a pregnant woman finally giving birth. Oftentimes, our ambivalent heart has our calendar so booked up, we can’t even contemplate adding another thing. There is nothing wrong with being concerned or working hard to provide for our family and enjoying life, until we are so busy doing those things that we don’t have the time to develop into the mature fruit God wants us to be. 

How I hear reveals my true heart. 

Finally, we come to letter R and verse 15. 

(15"But the seed in the good soil, these are the ones who have heard the word in an honest and good heart, and hold it fast, and bear fruit with perseverance. 
This verse begins with a great (big but. This heart is meant to be in sharp contrast to the other 3 hearts. If you find yourself with one of the other hearts, here is where you begin to replace that heart. This we call the (responsive heart. This is the heart Jesus is looking for. This is the heart where God can get things done. In this verse, Jesus lists at least 3 things that identify a responsive heart. First, the responsive heart is “honest and good.” That is, it is honorable and beneficial. This heart is (prepared to receive the Word of God. When was the last time you walked into church thinking, “I can’t wait to see what truth God reveals to me today so I can be different tomorrow?” A responsive heart is prepared to hear God’s Word. If you sit here this morning and find yourself with a hard heart, here is where you might begin to change that. Start looking at God’s Word like you want to see what He wants to show you. Secondly, the responsive heart (values God’s Word. Jesus says they “hold it fast.” They possess it; they keep it; they hang on to it tightly. It isn’t just a book; it is God’s Word. It is His manual for our life on this earth. And if you find yourself with an emotional heart, here would be a good place to start. Begin to value God’s Word as more than just a book, and let its principles begin to form some roots in your faith. And thirdly, the responsive heart (changes. Jesus doesn’t specifically say what the fruit is He is expecting from the responsive heart. However, we know from nature that a planted seed enters the soil and grows up productive and mature. I believe the fruit Jesus is looking for is change- a change in me. It is change based on the truths in the Word of God. The receptive heart cannot stay the same. And if you find yourself this morning with an ambivalent heart, this would be a good place to start- making time to look for ways that God wants to change you. But change is never easy; it isn’t usually fun and sometimes it is even painful. That’s why the receptive heart changes with “perseverance” or endurance. You can’t run away like the emotional heart and you can’t be divided like the ambivalent heart. Complete change- the change God has designed for you- only comes when you stick it out, hang in there and endure. 

How I hear reveals my true heart.

(So what now? My challenge this week is to ask God to show you where you heart is. I cannot presume to know your personal application to this truth this morning, but I challenge you to look for one. I’ve had a head start because I’ve been studying this passage for a while, so I thought I’d share how God is using this in my life. If you would have asked a few weeks ago which soil I am, I would have confidently answered, “I am good soil.” I work for a church; I lead a Life Group; I mostly pay attention to Bob’s messages; I try to be a good example to my friends and neighbors. But as I contemplated this lesson from Jesus, I discovered a difference I hadn’t noticed before. There is a difference between works and the fruit of change. There’s nothing wrong with works. This church functions because dozens of volunteers work hard every week. And maybe your application will be t begin doing something you currently aren’t. But for me, the works I mentioned don’t represent any change from God’s Word. I’ve done these things for years. Unfortunately, in studying this passage, I found my heart. My heart is ambivalent to Gods’ Word. My life is too busy with the worries, riches and pleasures of this life to focus any time, energy or resources on letting God’s Word change me. I am so busy doing good things, that I am neglecting the better things. In his bestselling book, 7 Habits of Highly Effective People, Stephen Covey writes, “…you have to decide what your highest priorities are and have the courage- pleasantly, smiling, nonapologetically- to say ‘no’ to other things. The enemy of the ‘best’ is often the ‘good.’ Keep in mind that you are always saying ‘no’ to something.” (156-157) For me, I have been saying no to God. My personal application is to rearrange some priorities and say no to some good things, so I can change the way God wants me to change. And I know this will be a process for me. Priorities and scaling back a calendar can’t always be done overnight.   

As I close this morning, I want to make one thing clear. If you have ever believed Jesus for eternal life, you are a Christian. Your home is in heaven; God is your Father and you have been adopted into God’s forever family. And no matter which heart you find yourself with this morning, your eternal soul is secure. And no matter your heart, Jesus will grant you whatever you need to take the next step in your faith if you seek Him for it. If you sit here this morning and you have never believed Jesus for eternal life, I invite you to do so this morning before the devil removes the truth of this message from you mind and heart. 

How you hear reveals your true heart. As the worship team comes back to play, this is a time for you to begin to examine your own hearing and your own heart. Sing if you want or sit quietly and pray. This is your own time with God. 

Communion:

In 1 Corinthians 11, Paul writes

23For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus in the night in which He was betrayed took bread;  24and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, "This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me." 25In the same way He took the cup also after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me." 

Communion this morning is for anyone who has believed in Jesus for eternal life. You don’t have to be a member at this church. We have several stations around the auditorium and when the music plays, feel free to help yourself. You may take the elements at the table or take them back to your seat. It is entirely up to you. Paul concludes in verse 26: 
26  For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He comes.
