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1 Leon J. Wood, A Commentary on Daniel, (Eugene, OR: Wipf and Stock Publishers, 1973), 19. 
2 John F. Walvoord, Daniel: The Key to Prophetic Revelation, (Chicago: Moody Press, 1971), 16-17. 
3 Flavius Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews 10:267, 272, 276-277; 11:337. 
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4 Kem Oberholtzer, “Daniel Introduction, page 1” from Class notes, Phoenix Seminary, BI503 “Prophets to 
Gospels;” Walvoord, 11.  
5 Gleason L. Archer, Jr., “Daniel,” The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, vol. 7, ed. Frank E. Gaebelein, 
(Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing, 1985), 4. 
6 Daniel 9:27; 11:31; 12:11. 
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7 Archer, 31; Gene A. Getz, Daniel: Standing Firm for God, Men of Character Series, (Nashville, TN:  
Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1998), 13; Ernest C. Lucas, Daniel, Apollos Old Testament Commentary, 
David W. Baker and Gordon J. Wenham, eds., vol. 20, (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press and 
Leicester, England: Apollos, 2002) 51; Stephen R. Miller, Daniel, The New American Commentary, E. Ray 
Clendenen, ed., vol. 18, (Memphis, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1994), 57; Oberholtzer, 3; J. 
Dwight Pentecost, “Daniel,” The Bible Knowledge Commentary, Old Testament, eds. John F. Walvoord 
and Roy B. Zuck, (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 1326; Walvoord, 11, 29. 
8 Wood, 29. 
9 Wood, 31. 
10 Logos Bible Atlas 1.0b, (Logos Research Systems, 1994, 1999); the distance from Babylon to Jerusalem 
is 539 miles. 
11 Wood, 29. 
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12 2 Kings 23:34. 
13 Pentecost, 1329 
14 Pentecost, 1330. 
15 Bill T. Arnold, “Babylonians,” Peoples of the Old Testament Word, Alfred J. Hoerth, Gerald L. 
Mattingly, and Edwin M. Yamauchi, eds., (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1994), 63. 
16 Parallel accounts are found in 2 Kings 24:1-2 and 2 Chronicles 36:5-7. 
17 See Deuteronomy 28:1f; Leviticus 26:14-39. 
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18 Jeremiah 36:28-29. 
19 Ludwig Koehler and Walter Baumgartner, The Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament, s.v. 

“�����,” (Koninklijke Brill NV, Leieden, The Netherlands, 1994-2000), hereinafter referred to as HALOT. 
20 1 Kings 7:48-51. 
21 Pentecost, 1330; Wood, 30. 
22 Wood, 31. 
23 Genesis 11:2-3. 
24 Miller, 59. 
25 Wood, 31. 
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26 Pentecost, 1326; Walvoord, 34. 
27 Pentecost, 1330. 
28 Getz, 25. 
29 Wood, 34. 
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30 Miller, 60. 
31 Josephus, Antiquities, 10.188.  If it is true that Daniel was from Zedekiah’s family, then Daniel’s 
righteousness is even more remarkable because Zedekiah was an evil king (2 Chronicles 36:11-14). 
32 Getz, 2; Walvoord, 35; Wood, 15. 
33 Archer, 34; Getz, 26; Walvoord, 36. 
34 Getz, 26; Walvoord, 36. 
35 Walvoord, 36. 
36 Lucas, 58. 
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37 HALOT, s.v. “���.” 
38 Daniel 1:20; 2:2, 10. 
39 Francis Brown, S.R. Driver, Charles A. Briggs, The New Brown-Driver-Briggs-Gesenius Hebrew and 

English Lexicon, s.v. “�	
��
�,” (Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 1979), hereinafter referred to as 
BDB. 
40 HALOT s.v. “�	
��
;” Lucas, 69. 
41 BDB s.v. “����.” 
42 Lucas, 69. 
43 Exodus 7:11; 22:18; Deuteronomy 18:10; Isaiah 47:9, 12; Jeremiah 27:9; Malachi 3:5. 
44 In Daniel 2:2, the “magicians, the conjurers, the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans” were summoned but 
Daniel is not among them.  Nevertheless, in Daniel 2:12-13, Daniel seems to be considered one of the 
“wise men” along with them. 
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45 TWOT, s.v. “���.” 
46 Archer, 33; Getz, 26; cf. Leviticus 11:1-47; Deuteronomy 14:3-20. 
47 Archer, 33; Getz, 26; Walvoord, 36. 
48 Walvoord, 37. 
49 Getz, 27. 
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50 Wood, 37. 
51 J. Budziszewski, How to Stay Christian in College, (Colorado Springs, CO: NavPress, 1999), 15. 
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52 In Psalm 103, beginning in Verse 2, it says, “Bless the LORD, O my soul, And forget none of His 
benefits . . . 4 . . . Who crowns you with lovingkindness and compassion” [emphasis mine].  The Hebrew 
words translated, “lovingkindness and compassion” are the same words translated “favor and compassion” 
in our text.  In Zechariah 7:9, it says, “Thus has the LORD of hosts said, ‘Dispense true justice and practice 
kindness and compassion each to his brother’” [emphasis mine].  The Hebrew words translated, “kindness 
and compassion” are the same words translated “favor and compassion” in our text. 
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53 At first blush, it may seem that Daniel had too little time to make such an impression.  But we don’t 
know exactly how long after their arrival in Babylon that the king ordered them to eat his food.  Moreover, 
the trip itself from Judah to Babylon (539 miles) could have taken a substantial amount of time. 
54 Budziszewski, 124. 
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55 John Calvin, Commentaries on the Book of the Prophet Daniel, 2 vols., trans. Thomas Myers, 
(Edinburgh: Calvin Trans. Soc., 1852), 1:105, cited by Walvoord, 40. 
56 Wood, 37-38. 
57 Miller, 67. 
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58 Getz, 40. 
59 Miller 70; Walvoord, 40.   
60 Getz, 40; Wood, 42. 
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61 Archer, 37. 
62 Getz, 42. 


