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An Attitude for Serving
Big Idea: Serving is an expectation, not an option.

Characteristic: Giving away my life.

2 Timothy 1:13-18

Good morning! Before I begin this morning, I want to draw your attention to something. For the last several weeks, we have been announcing in the bulletin and weekly emails our marriage retreat coming up in February. (Registration begins next Sunday, and I just wanted to put in a plug. If you are married, you will enjoy this weekend. The hotel is nice, the speakers are great, the subject- which is communication-  is helpful weather you have the marriage of your dreams or the marriage of your nightmares. Last year, Jeni and I learned things about each other, we spent time together, I got a notebook with blanks to fill in- that’s important to some of us- she got a little amenity tray with fruit and chocolate handwraped and all pretty. No one made me share my feelings out loud. It was a great experience, and one we want you to experience as well. The money is so worth the weekend, and it is worth whatever it takes for you to save it. If you already know you can’t go, offer to keep your friend’s kids so they can go or maybe provide part of a scholarship for someone else to go.  Good marriages require time together and hard work. This weekend will provide you some great time together and give you some things to work on this year. Plan to sign up next week.     

(Well,  my name is Captain Stubing and I run the “Love Boat” here we call Moon Valley Bible Church. A couple of weeks ago while I was away on vacation, Pastor Bob put this picture up and referred to me as the Captain Stubing of Moon Valley Bible Church. It was part of an illustration for his big idea that week: “We are on a mission, not a cruise.”  Then last week’s big idea was , “Everyone is 10 somewhere.” 
Our text this morning follows a similar theme. But, to gain some context, I want to quickly review what we learned last time from 2 Timothy 1. In verses 5-12, our big idea was, “Sincere faith serves.” By sincere, we don’t mean a saving faith. Sincere here simply means “without hypocrisy.” You can have faith in Jesus for eternal life, and not serve. But, that’s a hypocritical faith. In verses 5-7, Paul writes,  
(5For I am mindful of the sincere faith within you, which first dwelt in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am sure that it is in you as well. 6For this reason I remind you to kindle afresh the gift of God which is in you through the laying on of my hands. (7For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and discipline.
Here is the flow of Paul’s logic. Since you have sincere faith, use your gifts in God’s Spirit of power, love and self-control. From these verses we learned five things that we can experience when we serve. We called it (“God’s Hand for Servants” because these 5 things we experience come from God. When we serve, we experience the spirit of God, salvation of God, sovereignty of God, strength of God and the security of God.  If the first several verses were God’s part, than these six verses could be called our part. It is an attitude really.  You see, I have a role to play in serving and so do you. Serving has a component that we must fill. In God’s Hand, we got to experience certain things when we serve. On the other hand, we ought to possess a certain attitude about serving. 
Let’s read the passage through one time, and then we will come back and look at what is saying. 
(13Retain the standard of sound words which you have heard from me, in the faith and love which are in Christ Jesus. 14Guard, through the Holy Spirit who dwells in us, the treasure which has been entrusted to you. (15You are aware of the fact that all who are in Asia turned away from me, among whom are Phygelus and Hermogenes. 16The Lord grant mercy to the house of Onesiphorus, for he often refreshed me and was not ashamed of my chains; (17but when he was in Rome, he eagerly searched for me and found me-- 18the Lord grant to him to find mercy from the Lord on that day--and you know very well what services he rendered at Ephesus.

So, let’s work our way through these verses, and find out what all this means. Then we will come back and see if we can find some application.
 Let’s begin at verse 13.  

(13Retain the standard of sound words which you have heard from me, in the faith and love which are in Christ Jesus.

The word for (“standard” is a Greek word that artists used to mean a sketch or an outline. An artist would make a sketch before he painted or sculpted. The only other time this word is used, it is translated “example.” (In addition, “sound words” means “healthy doctrine. 
So Paul commands Timothy to keep the example of healthy doctrine that Paul had taught him.

Verse 14…

(14Guard, through the Holy Spirit who dwells in us, the treasure which has been entrusted to you.

The word (“guard” here means “to watch or protect.” Timothy was to protect what had been entrusted to him. So that begs the question, (“What had been entrusted to Timothy?” Three times in 2 letters, Paul tells Timothy to “guard” what was entrusted to him. And all three times it is associated with God’s principles. 

(1 Timothy 5:21 I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus and of His chosen angels, to maintain these principles without bias, doing nothing in a spirit of partiality.

“Maintain” in this passage is the same word as “guard.” Timothy was to guard the principles that Paul had laid out for him. 

(1 Timothy 6:20-21 20O Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to you, avoiding worldly and empty chatter and the opposing arguments of what is falsely called "knowledge" 21which some have professed and thus gone astray from the faith Grace be with you.

In these verses Timothy is instructed to guard against knowledge that leads people astray. 

 And in the passage we are studying, this command to protect comes on the heels of Paul’s command to follow the example of doctrine he had set for Timothy. 

(In verses 15-18, we learn that Paul had been deserted by everyone in Asia. Asia here refers to the province of Rome, of which Ephesus was  the capital. Paul seems to be using some hyperbole here because at least 2 people hadn’t deserted him: Timothy and Onesiphorus. But none the less, Paul felt deserted and alone as he sat in a Roman prison. We have no idea who Phygelus and Hermogenes are, but Timothy must have known them. The fact that Paul mentioned them leads me to conclude that they were at least somewhat important to Paul’s ministry in Asia. They also serve as a sharp contrast to Onesiphorus, who searched eagerly or diligently for Paul and then ministered to him. As a result of all his service, Paul desires mercy for Onesiphorus’es household and Onesiphorus himself. 

(So, that’s the passage in a nutshell. But what does it mean for us. I’d like to go back one more time and this time I want to look for an attitude. An attitude that might help us as we serve. An attitude that will help us enjoy the good parts of service and navigate the hard parts of serving. 
The first attitude I see is one of  (partnership. And I see an attitude of partnership in 2 areas. First, serving requires a partnership with other people. Timothy had the gift of teaching and he had a responsibility to teach. But he didn’t learn alone. Paul provided him with an example to follow. He worked with Paul; he watched him; he learned the word of God from him. I can imagine that Paul probably let Timothy practice. Paul and Timothy were a partnership in serving. Paul mentored; Timothy learned. There was a mentoring aspect to their partnership. 
And partnership with other people also helps us find our place. When I was in high school, I had a friend named Frank. Frank wasn’t liked by many people, and to be honest, sometimes he drove me nuts too. The summer between my frehman and sophomore years of high school,  Frank and I volunteered to be camp counselors for 4-6 graders. I got to share a devotional or 2 with the kids and I just thought Frank should to. Well, Frank’s morning finally came. I can see him like it was yesterday. He is standing in front a big fallen tree shaking like a scared wet dog. But something clicked for Frank that day. He had found his gift. His devotional was awful. We didn’t have  a clue how to analyze Scripture or format a 3 point sermon or even use a story as an illustration. But he knew that God had wired him to teach. I had completely forgotten that story until a couple of years ago when I caught up with Frank. He went to Bible college, he has a Masters degree, he had been a youth pastor and now is senior pastor of a church in NJ. And he doesn’t even shake anymore. But you know what he said to me, “You are the reason I am a pastor today. You talked me into getting up at junior camp.” I saw something in Frank he did not see. That’s the power of partnership. And it doesn’t matter if you are in high school or in a job or a stay at home mom. When we you are willing to partner with people in serving God, they sometimes see things you can’t see.     

So, an attitude of partnership is good- we can learn from each other and other people we serve with get to see what we are good at. 

But an attitude of partnership comes with a warning. Here is the warning: You are partnering with people. Oftentimes, serving in a church works like this. You accidentally think our loud one day, “I think I might try that.” Lo and behold, sometime during the next week, a very excited church staff members calls you at home to let you know that you have just been added to the schedule to serve every Sunday during first hour.  “Uh, ok” you answer and they say, “great, welcome aboard. See you Sunday.” You hang up the phone and wonder what just happened. You think to yourself- Is there training? do they know I’ve never done this before? How long did I commit for? Who do I report to? You soon realize, there is not training, it doesn’t matter if you’ve ever done this before and you  are committed for life. So now you have a new goal? Pull that recruitment technique over on the next unsuspecting person that thinks out loud they might like to try that OR leave the church discouraged because serving burned you out.
Serving with people, you will get your feelings hurt. Someone will misread your intentions. Someone will question your motives. Someone will promise you something and not deliver. And the truth is, you will probably do all that to someone else as well. 

It’s that old joke, “Church would be great if it weren’t for the people.” But it is people. And God designed it that way.  But sometimes serving gets personal, and it can hurt.

Consider Paul at the very moment he is writing this letter to Timothy. Paul is sitting in a Roman prison. He is on the verge of being executed by Nero. He has spent the last 20+ years traveling, preaching, training. Yet, he is sitting in a Roman prison alone. 

(In verse 15, Paul says, 

15You are aware of the fact that all who are in Asia turned away from me, among whom are Phygelus and Hermogenes.

The phrase (“turned away from” could also be translated deserted. They had deserted Paul. It doesn’t appear that they deserted the faith or that they weren’t true believers. The implication is that they stopped serving. What must Paul have been thinking? 
(But that leads me to a second relationship that Paul mentions. In verse 13, He commands Timothy to “keep Paul’s example of healthy teaching, in the faith and love which are in Christ Jesus.” The word “the” does not actually appear in the Greek. It should read, “in faith and love which are in Christ Jesus.” Serving well can only be done with the faith and love that come from being “in Christ.” Serving is also a partnership between you and God. To serve in faith, or to serve faithfully and to do it in a loving way requires a relationship with Jesus Christ. When we believe in Jesus for eternal life, we gain the capacity to serve faithfully and lovingly. But our faith and love grow as we remain or abide in Christ. In John 15, Jesus is teaching His disciples how to abide and love and He says…

(John 15:4-5  4"Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me. 5"I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing.

The fruit Jesus is speaking of in this passage is love. To abide is to maintain a close relationship with Jesus. No abiding; no love. If you want the hardest, loneliest, most frustrating and discouraging job in the world, serve in a church instead of abiding in Jesus. (Remember the first relationship- the one we have with each other. Those relationships can be hard. You may have a growing relationship with Jesus Christ and are serving and loving your experience and then you get paired up with someone is serving out of guilt because they think it looks good and they have no time for a relationship with Jesus; they barely have time to serve with you. Trust me; you will need all the faith and love God can muster in you. I’m sorry I don’t have a nice 3 point outline in removing the pain caused by other believers you serve with. An attitude of partnership has to include both people and God. Focusing on one to the exclusion of the other, will only cause you more heartache. 
The second attitude I see makes serving a (priority.
First, God has entrusted us with something. Timothy was responsible to use his gift- teaching- to protect what God had entrusted to him. If you are a Christian, God has entrusted you with a gift. You are the manager of that gift. Like it or not, there are people here who need your gift. They benefit when you use it and they suffer when you don’t. 

There is another indicator that points to an attitude of importance. It comes in the phrase from verse 14, 


through the Holy Spirit who dwells in us

Your gift, your service- is such a priority– it is such a big deal to God- that God gave us His Holy Spirit to perform it. The gift God has given you is a big deal. And we should have the attitude- this serving thing is a huge deal to God. 
The final indicator that serving is a priority is the way Paul describes Onesiphorus. 

(16The Lord grant mercy to the house of Onesiphorus, for he often refreshed me and was not ashamed of my chains; 17but when he was in Rome, he eagerly searched for me and found me--  

Serving was such a priority for Onesiphorus that he hunted down his service project. I must admit, my attitude towards serving sometimes lacks the importance exemplified by Onesiphorus. Eager? You mean I have to be eager to? Isn’t it enough that he was searching? What do we hear oftentimes? Well, I was going to help, but it was cold and rainy Well I was going to help but my team was playing. Well, I was going to help but my heart just wasn’t in it this week. I just don’t have time to serve. You can’t guilt me into serving. I don’t know where to serve. 

The excuse list is a mile long, but the bottom line; it’s just not a priority.  We’ve all heard them, and most of us have  even used some of them. And there are legitimate times when we need to take a break to stay healthy. But Paul is very clear, not only in this passage, but the previous 2 weeks; serving  should be a priority.  
(Thirdly, Paul teaches us to think of serving as (practical.  Look at verse 16. 
(16The Lord grant mercy to the house of Onesiphorus, for he often refreshed me and was not ashamed of my chains;

The word “refreshed” here means “to cool off or refresh from the heat.” Simple enough right? But consider the ramifications of that. There is always a practical component to serving. (The spiritual gifts we have are designed to meet the practical needs of people and the church. Onesiphorus searched for Paul and found him and “refreshed” him. His serving met the practical needs of Paul. And that’s how we should view our service- by the need you are meeting, and not what we in church leadership call it. Someone might say, “Oh, I just work in the church office.” WRONG. The volunteers in your church office maintain a church database so we can more effectively minister to people. They cut out suns and moons and other crafts so children can learn who God is. They free up ministry leaders to train new leaders, focus on how to make things better and minister to families. Those are practical needs that are met by, “Oh, I just work in the office.”  Someone might say, “Oh, I just greet people out front on Sunday mornings.” WRONG. You provide an introduction to a  safe, comfortable place where people can look to God, the Bible and each other for answers to life’s questions. “Oh, I just set up bagels and coffee on Sunday mornings. WRONG. You provide people with something to hold in their hand so they don’t have to raise their hands or clap during worship. I’m just kidding- sort of. Have you ever though about what its like for a nonchurched person to come here? What goes through their head? Can I park anywhere? Can I sit anywhere or are there assigned seats? Which door do I go through? The music is starting and no one is here yet? But you ask them if they want a cup of coffee and they know what to do with that. You people who serve refreshments are helping to provide a safe comfortable place for people. Our serving- how we feel about it, they way we view it, the way we talk about it- ought to be by the needs we are meeting and not the titles we give it. 

But if that is true, then not serving causes practical needs to go unmet. Until Onesiphorus came to Rome, it seems no one was ministering to Paul. The greater number of people serving leads to more needs being met. The more needs we meet, the more people we reach. The more people we reach the more serving we can accomplish. That’s the cycle God designed. Serving is expected by God because it one of the ways He meets the needs of people. 

Finally, we see Paul’s attitude for (payment. Onesiphorus was from Ephesus and, according to verse 18, was serving in the Ephesians church. When he visited Rome, he searched for Paul until he found him. And when he found him, he ministered to him. And twice in these last 3 verses, Paul desires mercy for Onesiphorus. First, in verse 16, he asks for mercy for Onesiphorus’es family. Then in verse 18, he asks for mercy for Onesiphorus on “that day.” As we discussed last time, “that day” refers to the Judgment Seat of Christ where all believers will give an account for their life. There will be rewards for those who serve, and there will be nothing for those that don’t. The heartache, the work, the discouragement, the good times, the bad times, dealing with difficult people, success, failures- all of it will be rewarded on “that day.” 

And I think that is what Paul means in verse 12:

(12 …for I know whom I have believed and I am convinced that He is able to guard what I have entrusted to Him until that day. 

The suffering, the desertion, the apparent good and bad things, his ministry, his service—all of it he placed in the Hand of God, trusting Him to make it all right someday! (The truth is, if you are looking for rewards in this life for all of your hard work, you just won’t see them. If you think that because you serve, bad things aren’t going to happen to you, you are mistaken. If you think your serving has earned a special pass from God in this life, you have misunderstood how God and gifts work. If you walk around church looking for a “Thank you” every time you serve, I can tell you, “We will let you down.” I work hard to acknowledge people who willingly serve. But if you volunteer for me, I am going to let you down, and chances are, you are going to let me down. Not on purpose of course. But one of us will have a bad day, misinterpret the other’s motives and tension will arise. You will feel underappreciated or I may doubt your commitment level. Whatever the cause, this principle still applies. You don’t serve for me and your reward- your paycheck- doesn’t come from me. Sure, sometimes we get to see the benefit of serving and enjoy it. But the real reward comes later. 
A paycheck is an expectation for work. You work and you get paid. An allowance is an expectation for chores. But God is storing up our allowance. He doesn’t pay us every week. But one day- “that day”-, we will stand before “Dad” and He’s gonna wanna know what we did with the gifts he entrusted to us. Did we have an attitude of partnership with Jesus and other Christians to serve? Did we make doing our chores a priority? Or did we do them expecting something good and then complained when we didn’t get it? Did we navigate the personal aspect of serving by trusting God or blaming God? Did we use our gift to meet the practical needs of people and the church? 

Then He’ll write the check.   

Like chores we give our kids at home, God has given each believer a job to do. He has given us the capacity to learn this job and He has empowered to do it. But, do I need my kids to fold laundry. No really. In fact, sometimes it’s a pain. Do I need my kids to mow the yard. No really. It doesn’t look as good as when I do it. So why do we give kids chores. So they can learn. To help them become responsible. To learn the value of working for a dollar. It gives them a function in the family. They contribute; they belong. 

And serving God works in a similar way. God could perform our tasks far better than we. But he chose to give us some chores. And He asks us to have a certain attitude about serving. An attitude that values partnership with Jesus and other Christians. An attitude that makes serving a priority. An attitude that places value on the practical needs. And an attitude that trusts God for our payment someday. 
And this brings me to my big idea this morning. 

(Serving is an expectation, not an option. 

Isn’t that what Paul is saying? Let me clarify what I mean by that. Our discussion this morning has nothing to do with whether or not a person gets into heaven. Entrance into heaven is by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone. Jesus promises eternal life to anyone who simply believes him for it. You can’t do anything to earn it and you can’t do anything to unearn it. Salvation is based upon a belief in Jesus for eternal life and has zero to do with your behavior before or after you believe. 

But, the Bible does say that once you believe Jesus for eternal life, you are adopted into God’s forever family. You become his child. If you have believed Jesus for eternal life, you belong to the family of God just as much as everyone else in this room who has believed. None of us are more important than any one else. And something else happens when we become a child of God. We get family chores. God gives us  a “spiritual gift” and asks us to use it for Him within the context of the church. You are expected to do your part. 

As Jeff and the worship team come to close us out this morning, I want to ask you to do two things. October is pastor appreciation month, and we don’t usually make a big deal about that around here. But, since Pastor Bob is not here and I am not a pastor, I’d like to encourage you to do something. Being a pastor can be a very lonely job. And the last thing we want is for our pastors to feel deserted. On your chairs this morning, you should have found a connection card. I’d like to ask you to serve our pastors this morning by dropping them a quick note, in hopes they might be “refreshed” by your note. (I have listed their names on the screen. They are also listed in the leader section of your bulletin.  You can drop it in the offering box on your way out. 
Secondly, I’d like you to ponder your attitude. Do you view serving as an option or an expectation. I was tempted this morning to provide you with a list of ways to serve around Moon Valley. But instead, I just like to provide some time for God to change our attitude. 

Will you pray with me? Father, it is humbling to think that you use us. To meet needs, to reach people, to accomplish your purposes. Yet it is encouraging to know that you also enable us to do that. Father, give us an attitude adjustment. Help us to see serving through your eyes. Help us to learn our gifts and to refine our skills. Give us an attitude that sees serving as an expectation, instead of an option. 

