SERMON MANUSCRIPT

“Desperate Times Call for Desperate Measures”

Luke 8:40-56

Introduction

1. We all have desperate needs at some point in our lives.  If you don’t have desperate needs this morning, just wait, at some point you will.  Most of the time we don’t realize we have desperate needs until life unloads them on us all at once.  

a. Your desperate needs this morning might be for safety.

i. Your Teenage daughter is experimenting with drugs and alcohol and she is starting to hang out with friends that aren’t the best influence on her.

ii.
A Relative in Louisiana that maybe no one can locate is in the aftermath of hurricane Katrina.  They may be in desperate need of safety, shelter, food and water, medical care, and clothing.  

iii.
A foster baby you have fostered from day one from the hospital is going back to her birth mom and you have desperate needs for the baby’s safety.


b. Your desperate needs this morning might be for health.

i.
Your brother has just been diagnosed with Leukemia and he may only have months to live.

ii. Your neighbor, the young mom next door falls down her stairs and hits her head and is taken to the hospital.

c. Your desperate needs this morning might be financial.

i. Your desperate need might be if you’re going to have enough business at the end of the year.
ii. Your desperate need might be retirement is looming near and you haven’t saved enough.
d. Your desperate need this morning might be for love and acceptance.

i. You are single person and wish people would love and accept you as you are, single.

ii. You are a college student and looking for the right person to spend the rest of your life with and fear that you will never find them.

iii. You found out your spouse is involved with someone else and while they say they don’t want a divorce they won’t break off the relationship. 

e.
Your desperate needs this morning might be for salvation.

i.
Some of us have a desperate need for Jesus to save our soul.


ii.
Some of us have family members with desperate needs for their souls to be saved but have animosity toward God.

iv. Some of us have friends and coworkers with desperate needs for their souls to be saved but ambivalent toward God.
2. In our desperate needs Jesus can heal us, save our soul, and restore our lives (CT).  In our desperate needs Jesus can teach us about faith and His power.   When we reach out to Jesus in the trials of life He makes us whole again.

3. Passage preview.

Our passage today takes us to the area of the Sea of Galilee and the region of Capernaum. These two events that take place are located on the western side of the Sea of Galilee.  Here is a map of the Sea of Galilee and Capernaum.  Earlier in the chapter, Jesus had left the shores of Capernaum to escape the crowds (use laser pointer to show Capernaum). On the journey Jesus had calmed a raging sea storm in the Sea of Galilee (use laser pointer to show the Sea of Galilee).  And then upon arriving on land in the region of Gerasenes, a Gentile region where Gentiles and Jews were intermarrying.  Gerasenes was the region where the miracle of Legion and swine took place.  Gergesa was the town where the miracle without a doubt took place.  Geographers conclude that the most likely location for the leap of the swine into the sea would have been a strip of steep coastline near Gergesa, a smaller, less important town of the area. This would make sense since Mark and Luke intended to point out the general location for their Greek and Roman readers, since Gergesa was small and relatively unknown, while the region of Gerasenes was known more widely by the Gentiles.  Jesus delivered a man from the grasp of a legion of demons across the lake from a purely Jewish area of Capernaum.  The return destination to the Jewish location of Capernaum is important because both of the following miracles involve the violation of Jewish laws.  The Scriptures show us that while facing desperate needs both a well to do religious leader and a lowly poor woman learn important things about faith and Jesus’ power.
4. Please turn to the book of Luke, chapter eight, verse 40 (wait for them to find passage).  
Here is a man with a desperate need.  Luke chapter 8 verse 40 says, “40 And as Jesus returned, the people welcomed Him, for they had all been waiting for Him.  41 And there came a man named Jairus, and he was an official of the synagogue; and he fell at Jesus’ feet, and began to implore Him to come to his house; 42 for he had an only daughter, about twelve years old, and she was dying. But as He went, the crowds were pressing against Him.  
I. When facing desperate needs both Jairus and the woman experience how Jesus can heal them and save their souls, and restore their lives (8:40-56).
Jairus approaches Jesus for healing of his daughter.  As Jesus returns to Capernaum the waiting crowd welcomes Him.  Then, Jairus falls at the feet of Jesus and begs Him to heal his only daughter.  Jairus the ruler of the synagogue in Capernaum was a significant and important official.  Jairus was in charge of the worship services and the selection of those who lead the prayer, read the Scriptures, and preached on it.  There was generally only one ruler for each synagogue.  Rulers of the synagogue were the chief officials and prominent members of their community.  It may have been a difficult thing for Jairus to humble himself  to go to Jesus.  As Jairus and Jesus went to Jairus’ house they were impeded by the crowd.  In the narrow streets of Capernaum it was inevitable that a crowd crushed and pressed all around Jesus.
Presently, a woman who also has a desperate need approaches Jesus and is healed by touching Him.  This woman in the crowd had been subject to bleeding for 12 years.  At the hands of Jewish society and God’s laws she was classified as unclean.  She was not allowed to touch or be touched by anyone.  Physical touch is such an important human need.  Could you imagine not being touched by anyone for twelve straight years, or not being allowed to go to the synagogue for twelve years or not having a relationship with God for twelve years?  The women’s hemorrhaging made her ceremonially unclean and anyone who touched her would also be ceremonially unclean.  Leviticus chapter 15 mentions a prolonged hemorrhage would be both physically painful and religiously disastrous, for the woman would be perpetually unclean. Everyone she touched in the crowd was defiled whether they knew it or not. When she touched Jesus’ garment, He was also defiled. These regulations for personal sanctity were holy commandments from the Lord, and it was a serious thing to disobey them. For an unclean person to go to the tabernacle would be to defile the tabernacle and invite judgment on those who would come in contact with her. 
 Read Luke 8:43-48, “43 And a woman who had a hemorrhage for twelve years, and could not be healed by anyone, 44 came up behind Him and touched the fringe of His cloak, and immediately her hemorrhage stopped.  45 And Jesus said, “Who is the one who touched Me?” And while they were all denying it, Peter said, “Master, the people are crowding and pressing in on You.”  46 But Jesus said, “Someone did touch Me, for I was aware that power had gone out of Me.”47 When the woman saw that she had not escaped notice, she came trembling and fell down before Him, and declared in the presence of all the people the reason why she had touched Him, and how she had been immediately healed.  48 And He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace.” As mentioned earlier the woman had a desperate need to be healed physically. What is interesting to note is that while Jairus is a wealthy and leading citizen in the community with a family and friends, the woman is poor, excluded, and alone. Whereas Jairus was an official of the local synagogue and perceived as ritually clean, the hemorrhaging women was out of place in the synagogue and perpetually unclean.  However, both needed the ministry of Jesus.  Both Jairus and the woman are beyond human help and in desperate need of Jesus. In these two miracles we see a touch of irony. These two encounters illustrate humankind’s universal need for Jesus.

The woman by faith touches the fringe of Jesus’ cloak and is healed instantly by Jesus’ power. Jewish men wore tassels of blue twisted cords on the corners of their outer garments, as a reminder that they were to obey God’s commandments.  The Pharisees went to extremes in obeying this rule to impress people with their sanctity. Why the woman chose to touch this part of His garment, we do not know, but Jesus knew somebody with faith had touched Him and had been healed by His power. The healing was immediate and complete.  Jesus than asks, “Who touched me?”  Jesus felt a flow of power going out from him, and knew that someone had touched him. The question seemed silly to the disciples, since the crowd was pressing everyone on all sides.  Peter even said, “Master, everyone is touching you!”  But the Jesus could discern the difference between the causal accidental bodily contacts, and the outreach of faith.  The disciples see only the crowd.  But Jesus senses the presence of a hurting individual.    The woman seeing she could not escape-notice, came to Jesus afraid and fell at His feet making her faith public in front of the crowd the reason why she touched Jesus and how she had been healed at once. By Jesus calling the woman out of the crowd He demonstrates that her faith gave her healing through Jesus’ power.  But Jesus also gave her salvation because of her proclamation of faith.  Because the women came forward she was entered into a restored relationship with Jesus and also a restored relationship with her community.  It would have done the woman no good to just be healed and not to tell anyone, no one would believe her.  The woman was healed physically and spiritually.    It was good for the woman to come forward because it was necessary for her cure to be widely known.  She went from ceremonially unclean to clean.  If this woman is to be welcomed back into the religious and social society it was necessary that her cure become public.  Also a conversation with Jesus showed that her faith mattered and established a personal relationship with her healer.   And Jesus said to her, “Daughter, your faith has restored you.  Go in peace.”    This is the only women that Jesus every calls daughter in Scriptures.  

While Jesus is talking to the woman, He overhears a messenger telling Jairus that his daughter is dead and not to trouble the teacher. Read Luke 8:49-56, “ 49 While He was still speaking, someone came from the house of the synagogue official, saying, “Your daughter has died; do not trouble the Teacher anymore.”  50  But when Jesus heard this, He answered him, Do not be afraid any longer; only believe, and she will be made well.”  51  When He came to the house, He did not allow anyone to enter with Him, except Peter and John and James, and the girl’s father and mother.  52 Now they were all weeping and lamenting for her; but He said, “Stop weeping, for she has not died, but is asleep.”  53
And they began laughing at Him, knowing that she had died.  54
He, However, took her by the hand and called, saying, “Child, arise!”  55  And her spirit returned, and she got up immediately; and He gave orders for something to be given her to eat.  56  Her parents were amazed; but He instructed them to tell no one what had happened.”  
Jairus had to endure some moments that seemed like an eternity while Jesus was curing the woman.  Up until the point of hearing the message from the runner Jairus may have even been encouraged that Jesus was going to be able to heal his daughter by seeing the woman healed.  Oh we were so close!  How could this happen?  Jesus reads the pain and confusion on Jairus’ face and says, “Do not fear, only believe, and she shall be made well.  What Jesus is saying is in the form of “make an act of faith” or “Put your trust in Me.”  Jesus made it clear that Jairus in the time of his most desperate need must have faith.  Fear and faith are closely related to each other as they were in Jesus’ stilling of the storm in this same chapter of Luke.  On the boat the disciples are actually terrified and Jesus asks them, “Where is your faith?”  Here Jairus is on the verge of fear and Jesus cautions him not to let his faith that had brought him to Jesus be thrown away now that things look hopeless.   

After approaching the house, only Peter, James, and John, Jairus and his wife and Jesus go in.  Jesus says to the mourners, “do not weep for she did not die, but she is sleeping.  And they laughed at Jesus, knowing she had died.  Customarily several professional mourners were required at the funeral of even the poorest person; the funeral for a prominent family like Jairus’ would have had many.  Because bodies decompose rapidly in Palestine, mourners had to assemble as quickly as possible and they had gathered before word had even reached Jairus of his daughter’s death.  The mourners had seen the child and they knew Jesus had not seen the child, and they knew she was dead and not asleep.  Jesus took hold of the little girl’s hand, saying child arise.  And her Spirit returned, and she stood up at once.  Jesus directs them to give her something to eat.  Jesus was aware of ordinary practical needs as well as of emergencies.  Even at the height of this miracle Jesus does not overlook the importance of practical needs 

The girl’s parents were amazed that Jesus had brought their daughter back to life. Yet Jesus says tell no one of what He had done.  The raising of Jairus’ daughter is a private affair.  In the home of Jairus, they learned that Jesus is even victorious over death.  Why does Jesus tell the family not to tell anyone?  Why earlier in the chapter did Jesus tell the demonic from Gerasenes to tell everyone what God did for Him? Because his messiahship would be misunderstood, Jesus kept it a secret in predominantly Jewish areas such as Capernaum. In the predominantly non-Jewish areas, however, where people would wrongly perceive him as a magician, He urges the demoniac from Gerasenes, his new disciple to spread the word about what God had done, thereby correcting the people’s misunderstanding.  This would make sense especially since the demon-possessed man is the first recorded witness of Jesus in a Gentile area.  It was better for the parents to concentrate on the girl’s welfare than to take time to share with others about the miracle that had occurred.  Publicity was not needed, as the mourners would eventually tell everyone what had happened anyway.
II.
In our desperate needs Jesus can heal us, save our soul, and restore our life.

A.
We must go to Jesus by faith with our desperate needs, dropping them at His feet and reach out to Him.  We must not fear, we will not go unnoticed.

1. Have you turned your desperate needs for safety

over to the Lord?

a. Have you turned over your teenage daughter who you worry for her safety to the Lord?

b. Have you turned over that lost relative’s safety to the Lord?

c. I must turn over Hannah, our foster baby and her safety to the Lord?
2. 
Have you turned your desperate needs for health over to the Lord?

a.
Vicky and I must turn her brother Jim and his Leukemia over to the Lord. 
b.
Vicky and I must turn our next door neighbor’s health, who fell down a flight of stairs over to the Lord.
3.
Have you turned over your desperate needs this morning for your finances to the Lord?
Have you turned the desperate needs of your business over to the Lord?

Have you turned your desperate needs for retirement over to the Lord?

4.
Have you turned your desperate needs this morning to be loved and accepted to the Lord?
5. Have you turned your desperate needs this morning for salvation over to the Lord?

6.
Have you turned your desperate need this morning for your life to be restored over to the Lord?

a. Have you turned your desperate need to be near to God again over to the Lord? 

B. No one in Scripture who came to Jesus for restoration

was ever rejected.  Since Jesus is the same yesterday, today, and forever.  He is waiting to restore your life if you let him.
C.
Jesus can do anything!  He can meet your most desperate needs, He can save your soul, and He can restore your life.
1.
Before we remember the Lord in communion I would like to invite you to come to Jesus this morning and turn your desperate needs over to Him.  

2. Please while the music is playing fill out the card

on your chair and write down your name (first and last if you want us to pray for you) and what desperate needs you want to turn over to the Lord this morning.  As you are ready come up leave your card at the foot of the cross.  If you would like to pray this morning about some of your desperate needs we will have men and women standing by to pray with you. 

3. Communion.






