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Learning Who You Are:

Raised to New Life
A Study of Ephesians 2:1-7
Characteristic of Completeness:  Worship
Big Idea:  Grace is the difference between before and after.
Related Scriptures:  Luke 7:36-50; Romans 5:6-21; Galatians 2:20;


1 John 4:19; Luke 22:14-20
Introduction:

A.
The story is recorded in the Gospel of  Luke, Chapter 7, Verses 36 through 50.  It was the summer of AD 30.
  A religious leader known as a Pharisee had invited Jesus to his home for dinner.  The name of the Pharisee  was Simon.
We have good reasons to suspect that Simon’s motives were something less than entirely hospitable.  Perhaps he had invited Jesus over for dinner to somehow trick Him.
  Perhaps he was trying to look good because it was considered virtuous to invite a teacher over for dinner, especially if he were from out of town or had just taught in the synagogue.
  Whatever the motives, Simon showed very little respect for Jesus at the dinner.
It was customary for a host to show hospitality and respect for a guest by providing a way for the guest’s feet to be cleaned.  People generally wore sandals, and they walked unpaved streets of dirt and mud and dung.  At a minimum, water would be provided so that the guest could clean his own feet.  Well-to-do hosts would have the lowliest of their servants clean the feet of guests with water.
  But Simon provided no water at all for Jesus, his guest.
It was also customary for a host to show affection and respect for a guest by greeting him with a kiss on the cheek.
  But Simon did not greet Jesus with a kiss.

Another common gesture of hospitality and respect would be to anoint the head of a guest with a small amount of oil for refreshment.
  But Simon did not anoint Jesus with oil.
In spite of these snubs, Jesus reclined to eat with Simon.  It was common for the dinner table to be quite low and for guests to be lying around the table on their sides on low couches, their feet away from the table.
At dinner, something shocking happened.  An  uninvited woman came into the room.  In that day, it was not unusual for an uninvited person to come to listen to a noted teacher who had been invited to someone’s home.
  Her presence was not shocking; her actions were.

The woman came to Jesus and knelt at his feet.  Such an approach would have been startling in itself.  While uninvited guests were often allowed to come and listen to a teacher interact with a host, they were expected to observe only, remaining quiet and away from the invited guest.

But the woman was not quiet and could not keep her distance; she came right up to Jesus, and she was weeping.  Later Jesus said this woman had already believed in Him for eternal life and was thus forgiven of her sins.
  She had been released from her guilt.  So profound and complete was her liberation, that her self-consciousness was liberated as well.  And so, I suspect the woman had come offering tears of gratefulness and love and worship for her Savior who had shown so much grace toward her.
  Her tears provided the missing water needed to clean the feet of Jesus.  The woman assumed the role of the lowliest of servants and began to wash His feet with her tears, using her hair to wipe away the dirt and mud and dung.

Exposing her hair in public like this would have been scandalous.  Proper women kept their heads covered in public; those who did not were considered promiscuous.
  Indeed, this woman may have been a prostitute.  The uncovered hair and the fact that the host later labels her as a noted “sinner” suggest that she had been a harlot.
Having washed the feet of Jesus, her hair matted with the filth of the street, the woman began to kiss His feet over and over again.  Apparently, she felt unworthy to kiss Him on the cheek.  And perhaps she confined her kisses to His feet because she did not want Jesus to confuse her new worship with her old solicitation.
And the woman anointed His feet with fragrant oil from an alabaster flask she had brought with her.  Apparently, she felt that she was unworthy to anoint His head.  The fragrant oil may have been a former tool of her trade.
  Perhaps it was all she had.  What she once used on herself to lure a client, she now used on Jesus to refresh her Savior.
Consider the difference in the way this woman approached Jesus compared to the way Simon approached Jesus.  Why are they so different?  Why do some people, like the woman, seem to love Jesus so wholeheartedly and extravagantly?  Why do others, like Simon, seem so calloused and cold?
We could argue that the woman believed in Jesus, but Simon did not.  That would be right.  But even among believers, there are great differences in how much we love Jesus.  At times, believers can be just as cold and calloused toward Jesus as Simon.  And I have to face it:  Sometimes I act more like Simon.  Why?  How can I love Jesus more?  How can I be more like the woman and less like the Pharisee?
Well, let me tell you the rest of the story, beginning with Simon the Pharisee observing the extravagant love of the woman for Jesus.  The story picks up in  Luke 7:39.
NLT Luke 7:39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would know what kind of woman is touching him. She’s a sinner!”  40 Then Jesus answered his thoughts. “Simon,” he said to the Pharisee, “I have something to say to you.”  “Go ahead, Teacher,” Simon replied.  41 Then Jesus told him this story: “A man loaned money to two people—500 pieces of silver to one and 50 pieces to the other.  42 But neither of them could repay him, so he kindly forgave them both, canceling their debts. Who do you suppose loved him more after that?”  43 Simon answered, “I suppose the one for whom he canceled the larger debt.”  “That’s right,” Jesus said.  44 Then he turned to the woman and said to Simon, “Look at this woman kneeling here.  When I entered your home, you didn’t offer me water to wash the dust from my feet, but she has washed them with her tears and wiped them with her hair.  45 You didn’t greet me with a kiss, but from the time I first came in, she has not stopped kissing my feet.  46 You neglected the courtesy of olive oil to anoint my head, but she has anointed my feet with rare perfume.  47 I tell you, her sins—and they are many—have been forgiven, so she has shown me much love. But a person who is forgiven little shows only little love.”
The point Jesus is making is this:  the more we realize just how much Jesus has forgiven us, the more we’ll love Him.  The more we get grace, the more we give love.  The weeping woman had a fresh grasp of just how much Jesus had forgiven her.  Simon didn’t get it at all.
B.
As  believers in Jesus Christ, we’re forgiven.  The vibrancy of our love for Jesus is tied to our remembrance of just how much Jesus has forgiven us.  To the extent that we forget or begin take for granted His love and grace for us, our love for Him can grow cold.  To the extent that we take pains to remember where we’ve come from and what He’s done for us, our love for Him can be refreshed.
Remembering is a big deal to Jesus.  Jesus hasn’t asked us to observe very many rituals.  But one thing He does command as a form of worship:  that we remember His grace by observing the Lord’s Supper.  That’s what we’re going to do this morning.  We’re going to worship through the Lord’s Supper.  In fact, our characteristic of completeness in Christ for today  is worship.
C.
We’re going to observe the Lord’s Supper in the context of some reflections on Ephesians 2:1-7.  We’ve been studying through Ephesians, and Ephesians 2:1-7 helps us to remember God’s grace toward us.

In some ways, our time together this morning will resemble a weight-loss commercial with before and after pictures.  Only we’re talking about a kind of spiritual weight loss.
In the first half of our text, Paul says, “Here’s a picture of you  before you believed in Jesus for eternal life.  This is the shape you were in before Jesus.”
In the second half of the text, Paul says, “Now here’s a picture of you  after you believed in Jesus, revived, having shed 5,000 pounds of guilt—every ounce of it.  And you’ll never gain it back.”
Grace is the difference between before and after.  In fact, that’s  the big idea of my message:  Grace is the difference between before and after.  The more clearly we see the difference between who we were before Christ and who we are after Christ, the more we get a grasp on grace.  And more we understand grace, the less we become like Simon the Pharisee, and the more we become like the weeping woman in our worship.
I.
We begin with the  “before” picture.  Paul makes no bones about it.  He says that before Jesus, you were dead.  In  Verse 1, he says,
NKJ Ephesians 2:1 And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins,

The translators of the New King James Version that I’m using this morning were apparently so anxious to give us a preview of the good news that’s coming later in Verse 5, that they inserted the italicized words, He made alive.  But that’s not really how Paul starts.  Paul just says, “you were dead.”

Now this is not a “before” picture that very many people understand.  How were we dead?  It’s hard to think of being dead.  Maybe sick, but not dead.  Maybe impaired, or disabled, or challenged.  But not dead.

But Paul says, “dead.”  And if we see our “before” picture as anything less than dead, we are at odds with Paul and at risk of demeaning God’s grace.

Consider the true story of a modern prostitute.  She was homeless, sick, and unable to buy food for her two-year-old daughter.  The prostitute was so desperate and depraved that she began to rent out her own two-year-old daughter to pedophiles.  She could make more by renting her daughter for an hour than she herself could make in an entire night.  Sobbing, she said she did it to eat and to support her own drug habit.  She was racked with guilt.
  That’s her “before” picture.
Now consider the before picture of my own son, raised in a white-collar, suburban, Christian home, attending a Christian preschool.  He was five years old when he believed in Jesus for eternal life.  Before that, he got into trouble for poking holes in the walls of his room with a pair of scissors.  And he got into trouble for biting his sister in anger.  He caught a cold and couldn’t sleep one night, so he came in to be with me on the couch.  That was just before he believed in Jesus.  He was “desperate.”  That’s his “before” picture.
Which “before” picture is worse?  The prostitute’s?  Or my son’s?  According to Paul, they were both in the same shape.  Both were dead.
This stretches us.  We struggle to get this.  Somehow we’d like to think that the prostitute was “more dead” than my son.  But dead is dead.
What does Paul mean by “dead?”  Paul says we were dead in “trespasses and sins.”  That is to say our own wrongdoing made us dead.  Our sin—any sin—separated us from God.  One theologian explains it this way:
. . . if God is the source of all life (Rom. 4:17), death must be the result of being cut off from God, a process which Adam began (Rom. 5:15, 17-18; 1 Cor. 15:22) and in which every human being now participates (Rom. 3:23; 5:12), bringing upon himself the inevitable result of such separation from God (Rom. 6:23; Heb. 9:27).  Death, then, is a power dominating the present life of the individual, not just something that happens at the end of life.  It is in separation from God, a spiritual death, that a person lives all his life.

So the death Paul is talking about in our text is separation or estrangement from God brought about by our own sin.  It is to be “so morally or spiritually deficient as to be in effect dead.”
  And it doesn’t matter if you drown in a bathtub of sin or an ocean of sin, the result is the same.  Dead is dead.

Paul goes on to describe our corpse in the “before” picture.

A.
In  Verse 2, he says we were bound to follow worldly ways.  Apart from Christ, we were doomed to follow the ways of this world.  Paul describes our sins as the ones . . .
NKJ Ephesians 2:2 in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience,
Paul is saying that, as dead people, we were under the control of Satan whom he describes as “the prince of the power of the air.”  Dead people are bound to go with the flow of the world—a flow channeled by Satan—a flow that will ultimately take them to their own destruction.  We were dead.
B.
In  Verse 3, Paul says we were bound to follow fleshly appetites.  Apart from Christ, we were doomed to follow our own dark impulses and reasoning.  We lived among the walking dead . . .
NKJ Ephesians 2:3 among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind . . .

Dead people are bound to go with the flow of their own desires and rationalizations—a flow that will ultimately take them to their own destruction.  We were dead.
C.
In the last part of  Verse 3, Paul says we were bound to be objects of God’s wrath.  Apart from Christ, we were doomed to experience the wrath of God, ultimately, in hell.  Paul says that we . . .
NKJ Ephesians 2:3 . . . were by nature children of wrath, just as the others.

Dead people will receive what they deserve:  the wrath of God.  It’s hard to dress up dead.  That’s what we were before:  dead.  I know this sounds so dark and dreadful.  But you can’t fully appreciate the “after” unless you clearly see the “before.” Grace is the difference between before and after.
D.
God poured out His wrath on the deadness of our sin.  Only He didn’t pour it out on us.  He poured it out on Himself in the Person of His own Son.  God’s love for us drove Him to the cross to take our punishment, to pay for our sin.  And now, for those of us who have believed in Jesus for eternal life, our “before” picture has His bloody fingerprints all over it.  Imagine Jesus on the cross, looking down  his outstretched arm, his hand nailed to the beam, his bloodied fingers shaking, as if struggling to hold in view the “before” picture of you.  With agonizing determination, He gazes at you through the lens of His welling tears, and He says, “I will die that you might live.”
E.
I’d like to ask the servers to come forward please.  We’re going to distribute the juice representing Christ’s blood.  I know this is a break from custom.  Normally the juice is served last.  We’re reversing the order because it just seems to fit better with our text.  If you have believed in Jesus for eternal life I invite you to take the cup and hold it until all have been served.  Then we’ll drink it together.  In the process, I invite you to prayerfully reflect on Christ’s fingerprints of forgiveness all over your “before” picture.
(Distribute juice.)

NKJ Colossians 1:14 . . . we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.

Let’s drink together.
II.
Now, let’s consider the  “after” picture.
A.
The “after” picture begins in  Verse 4 with two important words,
NKJ Ephesians 2:4 But God . . .
It is God who orchestrated our rescue.  It is God who transformed us, the One . . .

NKJ Ephesians 2:4 . . . who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in trespasses,

B.
This God, our God, did three things.  First,  Verse 5 says that God . . .
NKJ Ephesians 2:5 . . . made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),
Second,  Verse 6 says that God . . .
NKJ Ephesians 2:6 . . . raised us up together . . .
Third,  Verse 6 says that God . . .
NKJ Ephesians 2:6 . . . made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,
Made alive and raised and seated—all together with Christ.  All by God’s grace.  All through faith alone in Christ alone.  The word,  “together” is a point of emphasis.  Our “after” picture is together with Christ.  All these things happened because we are now united with Christ.  We are in Him.  What God did for Jesus—making Him alive, raising Him up, and seating Him—He has done for us.  Grace is the difference between before and after.
The three things that characterize our “after” picture—being made alive, being raised, and being seated—tell our story.  To be made alive is to be forgiven and thus given a spiritual pulse when we were spiritual flatliners.
  To be raised is to enter into a state of new life, free of guilt and condemnation, full of promise and peace.
  To be seated in the heavenly places is to rise above and have dominion over the things that once enslaved us, including “the prince of the power of the air.”
  Indeed, the Greek word for seated can mean to put in charge of something.
  Grace is the difference between before and after.
One theologian explains our “after” picture this way, saying,

. . . the effect of Jesus’ ministry was to give life or to raise the dead, not in the end of the age only, but immediately.  Those [in] . . . Christ pass now from death to life (John 5:24) and never see real death (John 8:51-52), although the world as a whole is already dead (Rev. 3:2) and headed toward eternal separation from God . . . (Rev. 20:14).

Grace is the difference between before and after.

C.
Why did He do all this for us?  He did it because He loves us.  And He did it so that we might serve as an ongoing demonstration of His extraordinary grace through all eternity.
  Verse  7 says, it’s so . . .
NKJ Ephesians 2:7 that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.
D.
What  does the difference between before and after feel like?  How does it feel?
A vagrant lives near the Fulton Fish Market on the lower east side of Manhattan.  The slimy smell of fish carcasses and entrails nearly overpowers him, and he hates the trucks that noisily arrive before sunrise.  But midtown gets crowded, and the cops harass him there.  Down by the wharves nobody bothers with a grizzled man who keeps to himself and sleeps on a loading dock behind a Dumpster.

Early one morning when the workers are slinging eel and halibut off the trucks, yelling to each other in Italian, the vagrant rouses himself and pokes through the Dumpsters behind the tourist restaurants.  An early start guarantees good pickings:  last night’s uneaten garlic bread and French fries, nibbled pizza, a wedge of cheesecake.  He eats what he can stomach and stuffs the rest in a brown paper sack.  The bottles and cans he stashes in plastic bags in his rusty shopping cart.

The morning sun, pale through the harbor fog, finally makes it over the buildings by the wharf.  When he sees the ticket from last week’s lottery lying in a pile of wilted lettuce, he almost lets it go.  But by force of habit he picks it up and jams it in his pocket.  In the old days, when luck was better, he used to buy one ticket a week, never more.  It’s past noon when he remembers the ticket stub and holds it up to the newspaper box to compare the numbers.  Three numbers match, the fourth, the fifth—all seven!  It can’t be true.  Things like that don’t happen to him.  Bums don’t win the New York lottery.

But it is true.  Later that day he is squinting into the bright lights as television crews present the newest media darling, the unshaven, baggy-pants vagrant will receive $243,000 per year over the next twenty years.  A chic-looking woman wearing a leather miniskirt shoves a microphone in his face and asks, “How do you feel?”  He stares back dazed, and catches a whiff of her perfume.  It has been a long time, a very long time, since anyone has asked him that question. [How do you feel?]
He feels like a man who has been to the edge of starvation and back, and is beginning to fathom that he’ll never feel hunger again.

He weeps.  He weeps like the woman at the feet of Jesus because he realizes the difference between his before and after is so great.

E.
I’d like to ask the servers to come forward please.  We’re going to distribute the bread.  The bread represents Christ’s body.  When we believe in Jesus for eternal life, we become members of His body.  We are together with Him.  We are made alive together; we are raised together, and we are seated together with Him in the heavenlies.
If you have believed in Jesus for eternal life I invite you to take a piece of bread as it is passed and hold it until all have been served.  Then we’ll eat it together.  In the process, I invite you to prayerfully reflect on the difference between your “before” and “after” pictures.  Grace is the difference between before and after.
(Distribute bread.)

NKJ Ephesians 2:1 And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, 2 in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience, 3 among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others. 4 But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6 and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

Let’s take the bread of life together to commemorate the truth that we’ll never hunger again.  Grace is the difference between before and after.
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