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Learning Who You Are:

Called by the Creator
A Study of Ephesians 1:15-23
Characteristic of Completeness:  Hope
Big Idea:  Fuel the fire.
Related Scriptures:  Colossians 1:9-10;


Matthew 25:14-30; 1 Corinthians 3:10-15; 2 Corinthians 5:10;


Matthew 5:16; 1 Corinthians 6:20; 10:31;


Isaiah 40:29-31; 2 Corinthians 12:9-10; Philippians 4:11-13
Introduction:

A.
I suspect that most of us in this room would say that we would like to experience a deeper relationship with God.  We would like to walk more closely with Him.  We would like to have a fire in our bellies for God.
Sometimes, we do seem to be on fire for God.  Other times, the fire seems to be barely a flicker.  At still other times, the fire seems to go out entirely.
By fire I don’t mean being extremely emotional, although emotions can certainly be involved.  The fire I’m talking about is more like a hunger.  A hunger to be in close relationship with God.  A hunger to learn more about God and what He wants for us.  A hunger to do what pleases Him.

B.
Many of you may know that at, Moon Valley, we do Life Groups.  Life Groups are small groups of people who do life together.  A big part of that life together involves taking what the Bible has to say and applying it our lives.  It’s a process we call TPA, which stands for text, principle, application.  It’s a pretty simple process.  It’s not always easy, but it’s simple.

One of the obstacles we all face in doing TPA—in digging into the Bible and specifically applying it to our lives—is a lack of fire.  That is, we don’t always have a burning desire to do it.  Let’s face it, the hunger for actively seeking what God has revealed in Scripture in order to apply it to our lives is not always there.  Sometimes, we simply lack motivation.
A common response to the absence of fire is to beat ourselves up.  Sometimes I think, “There must be something uniquely wrong with me because I just don’t want to do what I know I should.  If I were a good Christian, I’d really want to do this.  Other people seem to want to do this.  Why is this so hard for me?  What’s wrong with me?”
This line of thinking doesn’t really help me much.  It generally does one of two things.  Either it tempts me to pretend I’ve got a fire when I don’t.  Or, it tempts me to give up altogether.  Satan will take either one and be delighted.
In the midst of my self-condemnation and guilt, it’s easy for me to overlook the obvious:  A fire needs fuel.  Without fuel, a fire goes out.  We need to fuel a fire to keep it going.  So, the big idea of my message this morning is  this:  Fuel the fire.
C.
Some of you are thinking, “Thanks a lot, Bob.  That’s catchy, but worthless.  I have no idea what the fuel is or where to get it.”
I’m with you.  That’s what we’re going to learn about this morning.  In our study through Ephesians, we come today to Chapter 1, Verses 15 through 23.  In this text, Paul tells us how to fuel the fire.  So let’s get to it.
D.
In  Verses 15 and 16, Paul gives thanks to God for the faith and love of the believers at Ephesus.  He says,
NKJ Ephesians 1:15 Therefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, 16 do not cease to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers:
The Ephesians must be fairly mature to have a faith in the Lord and a love for one another that is extraordinary enough for Paul to hear about it.  It’s remarkable that the Ephesians demonstrate a love for  “all” the saints, apparently including the most unlovable ones.

So, Paul is not writing to some spiritual deadbeats.  These people are doing some wonderful things.  But they’re like us; they still need some fire.  So, Paul prays for some fire,  “making mention” of the Ephesians in his times of prayer.  The remainder of our text, from Verse 17 to 23, describes the content of Paul’s prayer for their fire.  Paul’s prayer tells us  three things about the fire, and these three things serve as the outline for my message.

1.
First,  Paul’s prayer tells us about the nature of the fire.

2.
Second,  Paul’s prayer tells us about the spark that is required to light the fire.
3.
And, third,  the prayer tells us about the fuel that is required to get the fire going and to keep it going.

I.
Paul  begins with the end in mind, praying for the fire in a way that tells us what the fire is all about.  In  Verse 17, he prays . . .
NKJ Ephesians 1:17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him,
A.
The word  “that” introduces the ultimate purpose of Paul’s prayer.  He’s praying for fire.  That’s the end goal.
B.
The fire is something given to us by God, the Father.  Paul describes the Giver of the fire as “the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory.”
C.
Paul prays that God  “may give” the fire.  The verb, “may give” is in something called the subjunctive mood; therefore, it may or may not happen, depending on certain requirements.  We’ll see in a moment that these requirements are the spark and the fuel.
D.
Paul prays that the fire would be given  “to you,” that is, to the believers at Ephesus.  Therefore, the fire that Paul is asking for must not be any of the spiritual blessings that have already been presented thus far in the letter.  We have learned previously that all believers already have every spiritual blessing.  So the presence or absence of the fire for which Paul is now praying has nothing to do with our possession of every spiritual blessing.  As believers, we still have every spiritual blessing, even if we struggle with the absence of fire.
E.
Paul defines the fire as  “the spirit of wisdom and revelation.”  What is this?
1.
First of all, this is probably not describing the Holy Spirit.  Some people do take this to mean the Holy Spirit, and at least one major English Bible translation (the New International Version) takes it that way.  There is room for disagreement here because, in the original Greek text, there is never any distinguishing capitalization of the word, “spirit.”  So, in the absence of the accompanying word “Holy,” we are always left to determine from the context whether the author is talking about the Holy Spirit or some other spirit.  Let me tell you why I think our text is not referring to the Holy Spirit.
a.
Paul specifically mentions the Holy Spirit back in Verse 13.  If he were also referring to the Holy Spirit here in Verse 17, then we would expect Paul to use the definite article, “the,” to point back to the Holy Spirit just mentioned in Verse 13.  The New King James Version that I’m using today actually supplies the English definite article, “the,” but there is no such definite article in the original Greek text.  A better translation would be  “a spirit,” which is how a number of other major English translations render it (see NASB, ESV, NRS).  This absence of the definite article in Greek suggests that Paul is not talking about the Holy Spirit.
b.
This makes sense in context.  We learned in Verses 13-14 that all believers are automatically given the Holy Spirit as a permanent seal.  Therefore, it seems unlikely that Paul is now praying for the Holy Spirit to somehow be given again.

c.
The Greek word for “spirit” can refer to the human spirit—one’s inner being, the inner source of insight, feeling, and volition,
 and that’s what I think Paul has in mind.  It’s the human spirit.  It is apparent that most English translations take it this way in our text because they don’t capitalize the word, “spirit.”  In fact, the New International Version is the only prominent English translation I know that takes this to mean the Holy Spirit.
d.
Indeed, Paul uses the word, “spirit,” to describe the human spirit in Ephesians 4:23, where he says,
NKJ Ephesians 4:23 and be renewed in the spirit of your mind,

So, the fire is not about the Holy Spirit, but about how Paul wants our human spirit to be.
2.
Paul describes it as a spirit “of wisdom and revelation.”

a.
The term, “revelation,” refers to “uncovering, disclosing, [or] revealing”
 something.  God has revealed a lot about Himself in the Scriptures.  As such, for us to have a “spirit of revelation” is to have a mind hungry to find out more about who God is and what He wants for us.  My Greek professor in seminary, Dennis Wretlind, says that a spirit of revelation “refers to cognitively being predisposed to further ‘disclosure’ about God.”
  The emphasis is on seeking knowledge, discovering what God has revealed.  That’s a part of the fire.
b.
The term, “wisdom,” is defined as “the ability to use knowledge for correct behavior.”
  As such, a “spirit of wisdom” is a heart hungry to do what God wants.  My Greek professor says that a spirit of wisdom in our text “refers to cognitively relating the revelation of God to one’s life as a Christian.”
  So, the emphasis is on applying knowledge.  A spirit of wisdom describes a mind set on applying what God has revealed.  This is a part of the fire.

c.
Put these two elements of fire together—“a spirit of wisdom and revelation”—and you get a mind that’s set on actively seeking what God has revealed in order to apply it.  That’s the fire.
F.
But it’s not an uncontained fire.  It’s a fire that is at home in the hearth of an intimate relationship with God.  It is a fire that is at home  “in the knowledge of Him.”  That is to say it is at home in the context of a close relationship with God.
A common Greek word for knowledge is ge-NO-sis.  But the Greek word used in our text is eh-PEE-ge-no-sis.  It’s the common word with the prefixed preposition, eh-PEE, which means “upon” or “on top of.”  So it goes beyond knowing facts.  One dictionary describes it as “a strengthened form [of knowledge] expressing . . . a full knowledge, a greater participation by the knower in the object known, thus more powerfully influencing him.”
  So, to live in the eh-PEA-ge-no-sis knowledge of God is to know God intimately and to have one’s life powerfully influenced by Him.

G.
We can stand back now and see and feel the fire crackling before us.  The fire for which Paul prays is a “spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of God.”  That is, the fire is a burning desire to learn more about God and what He wants, so that we can apply this to our lives—all in the context of an increasingly intimate relationship with the Lord.  That’s what Paul wants for the Ephesians.  That’s what he wants for us.  Isn’t that what we want?  Isn’t that what we want for our children?
II.
Having prayed for the fire, Paul now  alludes to the spark that is necessary to get the fire started.  In  Verse 18, he says,
NKJ Ephesians 1:18 the eyes of your understanding being enlightened . . .

A.
I don’t want to needlessly bore or confuse you with a lot of grammatical stuff, but “being enlightened” is a translation of something called a perfect participle.  This is significant because a perfect participle generally describes something that happens prior to the verb it modifies.
  In this case, it means that “being enlightened” happens before God gives the fire.  “Having already been enlightened” would be a good translation of our text.
B.
“Being enlightened” is also in something called the passive voice.   In our text, that means that God is the One who does the enlightening.  Not the Ephesians.  Not us.
C.
So, this spark, this enlightenment, seems to be the enlightenment that God gives us at the moment we believe.
  You may recall that one of our spiritual blessings as believers is being enlightened.  It’s where God opens the eyes of our heart so that we are able to see some spiritual things that we could not otherwise see.  We acquire the spark by simply believing in Jesus for eternal life.  As believers, the Ephesians already have this spark.  So Paul isn’t asking for this spark in his prayer; he’s simply saying that the fire requires this spark that they already have.
1.
If you’re a believer, you don’t have to seek the spark.  You already have it.

2.
If you’re not a believer, you don’t have the spark.  And unless you get the spark through faith, no amount of fuel will produce the fire.  If you have never believed in Jesus Christ for eternal life, I urge you to believe now.
III.
Finally, Paul gets to the heart of the prayer—the  part that talks about the fuel needed for the fire.  The fuel is something to know.  In  Verse 18, Paul prays . . .
NKJ Ephesians 1:18 . . . that you may know . . .

Here’s some more boring, but important, grammatical stuff.  “That you may know” is something called a perfect infinitive.   This implies two things.  First, it implies that this “knowing” comes after the “enlightening;” that is, the fuel comes after the spark.
  Second, it implies that the “knowing” comes before the “spirit of wisdom and revelation;” that is, the fuel comes before the fire.
  The order is  quite logical:  first the spark, then the fuel, then the fire.
The fuel involves  three things to know.  They can be viewed as three logs for the fire.
A.
The first log of fuel for the fire is something to know.  We can call this log  “hope.”  According to  Verse 18, it is to know . . .
NKJ Ephesians 1:18 . . . what is the hope of His calling . . .

1.
Most likely this is describing the hope that is produced by God calling us to be His children.

2.
Hope keeps the future in mind.  Hope looks forward with confident expectation to what God has promised.
  In fact,  hope is the characteristic of completeness in Christ we’re focusing on today.
3.
How does knowing this hope fuel our fire?  Well, our view of the future governs our present attitudes and behavior.  How so?
In our study of Verses 13 and 14 last Sunday, we considered the radical notion that the hope or expectation or confidence of every believer is that God will never disown us no matter what.  Our future in heaven was sealed and secured permanently the moment we believed in Jesus, no matter what happens after that.
I suspect that this idea is unsettling to some who think that this is just a license to sin, that believers might as well live like the devil if it doesn’t make any difference in our future.  Some would say that a hope like this doesn’t fuel our motivation to live for God, it actually quenches it.
I’d like to make two points in response to this.

a.
First, the absolute assurance of heaven can and does fuel the fire.  Just this last week, I met with a man who read through the transcript of my message from last Sunday.  He said, “I never knew before that I’m absolutely secure in Christ.  I’ve always felt like maybe there were some things I could possibly do to lose my salvation.  At first, I resisted the idea.  But the more I thought about it, the more it makes sense.  And the more I realized it, the more I wanted to learn about this God who has done such a wonderful thing for me.”  We sat and talked about his renewed desire to read the Bible and apply it to his life in light of this fresh hope—a hope that rekindled in him a “spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of God.”  Hope does fuel the fire.
b.
The second thing I’d like to say is that any hope that somehow does not fuel the fire is a hope that needs to grow in the biblical knowledge of “what is the hope of His calling.”  You see, our hope as believers includes much more than just the assurance of a future entrance into heaven.

Did you know, for example, that how you live right now as a believer will determine how much you will enjoy eternity?  Today counts forever in the sense that how we live on earth will determine how we experience heaven.  My seminary professor, Earl Radmacher, is fond of saying, “I am becoming today, by what I do with what I have, what I will be in the life to come.”
  There is indeed a relationship between what we do on earth as Christians and what we’ll experience with Jesus for the rest of eternity.
Where did I get this radical idea?  The Bible.  Listen to  2 Corinthians 5:10.  Paul is addressing believers here.  He says,
NAU 2 Corinthians 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.

The word translated,  “recompensed” basically means to be paid or rewarded in return for work that’s done.
  This is saying that when I one day appear before Jesus, I will be paid according to how I lived on earth.  My pay is something I earn.

What will I be paid?  What is my reward?  It’s certainly not entrance into heaven because I received that as a free gift by grace alone through faith alone.  My pay will be greater fulfillment in the life to come.  My reward will be a greater capacity to serve and experience joy in God’s presence.  And this hope of reward is a strong motivator for me.  I don’t want to lose it.
Jesus  Himself spoke of this idea of reward in a parable presented in Matthew 25.  In speaking to His disciples about His eventual return to the earth, He told a parable about a master who had entrusted His possessions to His servants, according to their individual abilities.  Upon his return, the master asked the servants to give an account of what they had done with what they were given.  To those who had been good managers, the master said, “Well done, good and faithful servant.”  Conversely, those who had not been good managers suffered loss.
Let me put this in some perspective.  Imagine  a full roll of butcher paper.  Let the butcher paper represent eternity.  If we were unroll it, it would go all around the room and out the door and down the street.  Eternity is a long time.  Now imagine taking a fine-point pen and putting a tiny dot at the very beginning of the roll of butcher paper.  Let the dot represent your life on earth.  It’s so short compared to the rest of eternity.

On Friday, I was talking to Terry Herbst, a 74-year-old member of our church family who is hospitalized after having a heart attack and having a stent put in his heart.  We were talking about the brevity of life.  I said, “I’m 47, and my life has passed so quickly.”  And Terry said, “Bob, the older you get, the faster times goes.  Life is short.”
In our short time on earth, you and I have an opportunity to exert tremendous spiritual leverage.  How we live our lives during our short time on earth determines how much we will enjoy all of eternity.
This spiritual leverage, this hope fuels my fire.  Every moment I spend seeking the Scriptures and applying them to my life in pursuit of a deeper relationship with God is an investment in my eternity.  This hope rekindles in me a “spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of God.”
Fuel the fire.  Fuel the fire with hope.

B.
The  second log of fuel for the fire is also something to know.  We can call this log  “glory.”  According to  Verse 18, it is to know . . .
NKJ Ephesians 1:18 . . . what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints,

This is one of those “yeah-whatever” parts of the Bible.  When I first read it, I said to myself, “Yeah, whatever.  I have no idea what this means.”
But we can figure this out.  Let’s first consider the terms; then, we’ll try to make sense of what Paul is saying.
1.
The term,  “riches,” speaks of the “extreme value of something.”
  What is extremely valuable here is “the glory of His inheritance in the saints.”
2.
The term,  “glory” has to do with “the reflection of the essence of one’s being, the summation of all one’s attributes.”
  God’s glory, for example, is the reflection of who He is.

If I say that my son is my glory, it can mean that my son reflects my character and my values.  If my son reflects my glory, it means that he’s a chip off the old block.  Similarly, we reflect God’s glory or we glorify God when we are most like Him.
3.
The term,  “inheritance” means possession.  Notice here it is not our inheritance; it is His inheritance.  It’s God’s inheritance.
4.
And His inheritance is  “in the saints;” that is, in believers.

5.
So,  putting all the terms together, I think Paul is praying for believers to know how exceedingly valuable it is for us, as God’s inheritance, to reflect the glory of God’s character in our lives.  That’s our job on earth.  Paul is praying that we would know how important it is to glorify God.
My Greek professor corroborates this view, saying, “God’s inheritance consists of . . . God’s likeness in individual believers. . . . God’s inheritance consists of His ability through believers to display His character.”

6.
Well, how does knowing the importance of glorifying God fuel our fire?  Think of it this way:  God has entrusted His reputation on earth to us.  That’s our big job.  Our Father, the Creator of the universe has called us to be like Him, to bear His image well, to represent to the world what He is like, to personify His character.  Whatever your vocation happens to be, that’s just your little job.  You big job is to glorify God so that other people can get a glimpse of the God they cannot see and be drawn to His grace.
Let me use a silly, but pertinent illustration of what it means to glorify God.  Years ago, when my son was just a toddler, he was too small to use the big toilet, so we got him a little potty chair.  When he got comfortable using the potty chair, he started doing something that startled us.  He started taking the newspaper in with him,  pretending to read on the potty chair.  We knew he was pretending because he hadn’t yet learned to read.  Why did he do that?  Actually, he was glorifying me, his earthly father.  You see, that’s exactly what I do.  I take the newspaper in to read it on the throne.  He saw me do it, and he wanted to be like me.  In that way he was glorifying me.  He was presenting a model of what his father is like.
Our  application of the Bible to our lives let’s us see what our heavenly Father is like so we can be like Him.  I’ve heard so many people say, “I don’t know what God’s will is for my life.  I wish I knew my life purpose.”  Paul tells us what our purpose is in  1 Corinthians 10:31.  He says,
NAU 1 Corinthians 10:31 . . . whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.
Whatever you do, keep learning and applying what God has revealed, keep pursuing a deeper relationship with Him, so that you can glorify Him.  That’s your big job.  Stuck in a miserable little job?  You can still glorify God there.  Stuck in a difficult marriage?  You can still glorify God there.  Stuck with many more years of school?  You can still glorify God there.  Stuck with disability and illness?  You can still glorify God there.  And perhaps the difficulty of your circumstances is precisely the dark background against which you can reflect God’s glory all the more brightly to those who desperately need to see it.
Fuel the fire.  Fuel the fire with glory.

C.
The  third log of fuel for the fire is also something to know.  We can call this log,  “power.”  According to  Verse 19, it is to know . . .
NKJ Ephesians 1:19 . . . what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe . . .

Paul is talking about the great power of God that resides within and is available to every believer.  He wants us to know about this power because few things can quench the fire more than an attitude that says, “I can’t.”  I can’t live the Christian life.  I can’t understand the Bible.  I can’t apply the Bible to my life.  I can’t love the way Jesus loved.  I can’t overcome my depression.  I can’t break free of my compulsions.  I can’t deal with my husband.  I can’t raise these kids right.
Paul wants us to know that, by the power of God within us, we can do absolutely anything God calls us to do.  We can handle anything life throws at us.  How is that possible?

1.
Paul explains the nature of the power of God within us.  In  Verse 19, he says it is the same power that raised Jesus from the dead.  He says it is . . .
NKJ Ephesians 1:19 . . . according to the working of His mighty power 20 which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead . . .

We have this resurrection power residing within us.  If God’s power can raise the dead, do you think it can sustain you in situations that seem impossible?

2.
We have the kind of power that Christ has because we are in Christ.  Taking up in  Verse 20, Paul explains how powerful Christ is, saying that God . . .
NKJ Ephesians 1:20 . . . seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places,  21 far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come.  22 And He put all things under His feet and gave Him to be head over all things to the church, 23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.
This means we’ve got connections.  We’ve got a friend in the highest place.  There is nothing outside of His jurisdiction.  And He’s ready to empower us, to defend us, to authorize us, to enable us to overcome any obstacle, defeat any foe, endure any hardship, accomplish any task.
3.
Well, how does knowing the exceeding greatness of God’s power in us fuel our fire?  Let me ask you a question.  What would you do for God if you knew you couldn’t fail?
This church is a testimony to God’s power.  In 1997, we sensed that God was leading us to start a new church in the Moon Valley area.  A church planting expert said, “You can’t do that; it will be too difficult.  It’s not a high-growth area.”  We persisted.

After praying about it, we thought that Mountain Sky Junior High School would be a good place to start, so we went to the school and asked permission to use the facilities on Sundays.  The Administrative Assistant to the principal said, “You can’t do that.  We don’t let anyone use our facilities on Sundays.  No exceptions.”  For some reason I said, “May I fill out the request anyway and submit it to the principal.”  She said, “You can if you want, but you’re wasting your time.  You can’t use the facilities on Sundays.”  A few days later, I got a call from the Administrative Assistant.  She said sheepishly, “I don’t know why, but the principal says you can use our facilities.”  I know why.  It was the “exceeding greatness of His power toward us.”
A short time after the church was started we experienced great financial hardship.  We couldn’t make payroll, and some were beginning to say, “We can’t keep doing this.”  We prayed for help.  Then, over a very short period of time, more than $200,000 was given by the people of our little church.  It was the “exceeding greatest of His power toward us.”
Shortly after we received the money, some said, “Now we have enough money for a down payment on some property.”  It made some sense because we were increasingly facing some constraints at the school.  Only one problem.  After searching the Scriptures, we had decided that we did not want to get into any long-term debt.  We didn’t think it would be immoral to do so, just unwise for us.  So we decided to invest the money in people, asking that God would somehow provide a building.  Some people said, “You can’t do that.  Moon Valley is an expensive area, and there’s not much land available.  You need to get into debt now to lock up some property.”  We stuck with our convictions and said, “no.”  Over the course of several years, through a series of seemingly impossible events that no one could foresee, we now own this property—20 acres in Moon Valley—free and clear.  It is the “exceeding greatness of His power toward us.”
This is not some name-it-and-claim-it, Jesus-will-make-you-rich story.  We still struggle to make ends meet.  But, by His power, God has always provided what we really need to do what He wants.  I don’t know about you, but knowing this power motivates me to hang it out there for God.  It makes me want to apply to Bible to my life because God will give me the power to do anything that He calls me to do.

So,  the next time you find that your fire is dwindling, the next time you are tempted to blow off the hard work of applying the Bible to your life, I pray, with Paul, that you would fuel the fire.  That you may know the hope—the hope of making an investment in eternity.  That you may know the glory—the glory of the Father that is to be reflected in you.  That you may know the power—the exceeding greatness of His power toward us.
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