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Learning Who You Are:

Redeemed by the Son
A Study of Ephesians 1:7-12
Characteristic of Completeness:  Trinity
Big Idea:  When lightning (grace) strikes, thunder (gratitude) follows.
Related Scriptures:  Revelation 2:1-4; John 8:34; Romans 6:6, 23;


1 Peter 1:18-19; Hebrews 9:12; Mark 10:45; Psalm 103:12;

Isaiah 44:22; Matthew 26:28; 1 Corinthians 1:18; Colossians 1:16-18
Introduction:

A.
I have believed in Jesus for nearly thirty years.  When you have known Jesus for that long, it’s easy to take Him for granted.  It’s easy for me to become jaded about what Christ has done for me.  I confess, the work of Jesus that should evoke wonder and praise in me can now, at times, draw a yawn.   My familiarity doesn’t exactly breed contempt, but it can sure breed complacency.
B.
It happened to the believers at Ephesus.  We’ve been studying our way through Ephesians lately.  Some thirty years or so after Ephesians was written, the Book of Revelation was written.
  In  Revelation 2:4, the Lord addresses the church at Ephesus directly, saying,
NKJ Revelation 2:4 “. . . I have this against you, that you have left your first love.”
In the church at Ephesus, their affection for Jesus had turned to apathy.  Devotion had become drudgery.  Gratefulness had given way to entitlement.  Their relationship with Jesus resembled an old couple at a diner, eating their meal in complete silence, as though they were eating alone.
C.
Has that happened to us?  Has our love for Jesus grown cold?  Let’s do a quick check.  I’m going to read a true account of how some people in a primitive tribe responded to Jesus after being introduced to Him for the very first time.  Compare how they felt about Jesus to how you feel about Jesus.  The story is told by noted author, Ben Patterson.

 Imagine the mystery and delight of not only hearing but seeing the story of Jesus for the first time, almost as an eyewitness.

 That’s what happened to a primitive tribe in the jungles of East Asia, when missionaries showed them the Jesus film.   Not only had these people never heard of Jesus, they had never seen a motion picture.   Then, all at once, on one unforgettable evening, they saw it all—the gospel in their own language, visible and real.

 Imagine again, then, how it would feel to see for the first time this good man Jesus, who healed the sick and was adored by children,  held without trial and beaten by jeering soldiers.   As they watched this, the people came unglued.   They stood up and began to shout at the cruel men on the screen, demanding this outrage stop.   When nothing happened, they attacked the missionary running the projector.  Perhaps he was responsible for this injustice!   He was forced to stop the film and explain that the story wasn’t over yet, that there was more.   So they settled back onto the ground, holding their emotions in tenuous check.

 Then came the Crucifixion.   Again, the people could not hold back.  They began to weep and wail with such loud grief that once again the film had to be stopped.   Again the missionary tried to calm them, explaining that the story still wasn’t over yet, that there was more.   So once again they composed themselves and sat down to see what happened next.

 Then came the Resurrection.   Pandemonium broke out this time, but for a different reason.   The gathering had spontaneously erupted into a party.  The noise now was of jubilation, and it was deafening.   The people were dancing and slapping each other on the back.  The missionary again had to shut off the projector.   But this time he didn’t tell them to calm down and wait for what was next.   In a sense, all that was supposed to happen—in the story and in their lives—was happening.

If you’re like me, upon hearing this story, you may find that your relationship with Jesus is a little parched and dry by comparison, and maybe you’d like to take a drink from the refreshing celebration of the tribe.  The freshness of their gratitude, the simplicity of their wonder, the abandon of their praise is so winsome.

D.
How do we do it?  How can we refresh our relationship with Jesus?  How can we return to our first love in a fresh, new way?

One way is to learn from  a thunderstorm.  Some of you are thinking, “Oh no, Bob’s now into new age.”  Nope.  Let me explain.  We’re entering the monsoon season in which we can expect some thunderstorms.  One thing is true about thunderstorms:  When lightning strikes, thunder follows.  When you see the flash of lightning, then comes the crack of thunder.  That’s the way it always works, in that order.  When lightning strikes, thunder follows.
In the same way, when grace strikes, gratitude follows.  Grace is like lightning in the sense that it comes down from God to us.  When this grace strikes—that is, when we see God’s grace—gratitude follows like thunder.
  The thunderous celebration of the tribe was simply a response to their seeing a “grace strike.”  So, the  big idea of my message is this:  When lightening strikes, thunder follows.  That is to say,  when grace strikes, gratitude follows.  That’s the pattern that God intends.
If there is an absence of the thunder of gratitude and wonder and praise in our lives, chances are, it’s because we’ve lost sight of the lightning of grace.  Thunder depends on lightening.  Where there’s thunder, there’s lightening.  No lightening, no thunder.

E.
The Bible gives us an interesting linguistic illustration of this.
  The biblical Greek word for grace is  CAR-is.  It describes God’s unmerited favor.  The Greek word  for gratitude is eu-car-is-TEA-ah.  This word for gratitude is built off of the root word for grace.  So linguistically, gratitude comes from grace.  And that’s how it works spiritually.  Gratitude comes from grace, just as thunder comes from lightning.  If we want to generate some fresh thunder, we’ve got to once again see the lightning.
F.
Today we come to  Ephesians 1:7-12 as our text for study.  It reflects the same pattern.  In fact, our text comes in the middle of raging theological thunderstorm.
I mentioned last week that, in Greek, the original language in which this was written,  Verses 3 through 14 constitute one very long sentence.  The long sentence has the pattern of a torrential thunderstorm.

a.
In  Verse 3, the thunderheads build.  We are told that God has blessed us with every spiritual blessing.

b.
Then in  Verses 4 through 6, lightening strikes.  We are shown the gracious blessings coming down from the Father, the first Person of the trinity.  We covered that last week.  We saw that, as children of God, we are secure, chosen, honored, wonderful, accountable, exalted, fully known, set apart, blameless, loved, adopted, rescued, delightful and graced.
c.
Then in  Verses 7 through 12, lightening strikes a second time.  We are shown the blessings coming down in the second Person of the trinity, Jesus Christ, the Son.  We’ll cover these today.  And, by the way, our characteristic of completeness continues to be  the trinity; we’re simply shifting our focus from the Father to the Son.
d.
Then in  Verses 13 and 14, lightening strikes a third time.  We are shown the blessings coming down from the Holy Spirit.  We’ll cover that next Sunday.
e.
And after each lightning strike, there is thunder.  Each  of the three subsections relating the Father, Son, and Spirit is marked off with a variation of a concluding phrase:  “to the praise of God’s glory.”  There’s the thunder.  When grace strikes, gratitude follows.  We are shown God’s grace so we can praise Him.  We are shown the lightning so we can produce the thunder.
Let’s look at the lightening of God’s grace in our text.  For some of us, nothing Paul says will be new.  He’s just taking us through the spiritual photo album of our new birth.  He’s just taking us back to our first love, inviting us to a thunderous attitude and life of gratitude.
Let’s stop here and ask God to do some work in us today.

Father, forgive us for growing so accustomed to your grace that we take it for granted.  As we reflect today on the blessings we have in Christ, would You renew our hearts?  Help us to return to our first love with the praise and gratitude that You desire.  Amen.
I.
In  Verse 7, Paul says,
NKJ Ephesians 1:7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins . . .
A.
The Greek word for,  “redemption” is a-pol-OU-troh-sis.  It means to set a slave free by payment of a ransom.

B.
In the first century, slavery was quite common in the Roman Empire.  Some estimate that there were over six million slaves.  They were purchased and sold like horses.  But anyone could buy a slave for the purpose of setting him free.  This was called a-pol-OU-troh-sis —our word for redemption.

C.
It is clear that, according to Paul, we, as believers,  are redeemed.  But from what?  How were we slaves?  Well, the Bible describes us as slaves to sin prior to our redemption.  Jesus says in  John 8:34,
NKJ John 8:34 . . . “Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave of sin.”

Before our conversion,  Romans 6:6 also describes us as . . .
NKJ Romans 6:6 . . . slaves of sin.
The  sins of which our text speaks are violations of moral standards.
  Apart from Christ, we were enslaved by our immoral thoughts and actions in the sense that we were bound to continue violating moral standards—both God’s and our own—and we were bound to suffer the full payment or penalty for our moral failures.
In that way, sin was our master.  In  Romans 6:23, Paul personifies sin as a master, who pays us wages
, saying,

NKJ Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death . . .

So, as slaves to sin, our only “pay” was death or separation from God.  We were hopeless and helpless to free ourselves.
D.
Well then, how were we liberated from this deathly situation?  Christ paid the ransom for our freedom,  “through His blood”—that is, by His death.  As such, our freedom is  “in Him.”  Christ bore the cost or penalty of our sins Himself, on the cross, that we might be free.  As we have seen, only those who have believed in Jesus for eternal life are “in Him” and thereby free from the penalty of sin.
1.
First  Peter 1:18-19 explains,

NKJ 1 Peter 1:18 knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.
2.
Hebrews  9:12 says,

NKJ Hebrews 9:12 Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.
3.
And in  Mark 10:45, Jesus Himself says,

NKJ Mark 10:45 “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”
E.
As a believer in Jesus, you are redeemed.  There’s the lightning.  Where’s the thunder?  When was the last time you sat still before God and reflected on your redemption?  When is the last time you thanked God that you are redeemed?  When was the last time your attitude reflected the reality that you were a slave that has been set free?  Where’s the thunder?
F.
Our text also says  we are forgiven.  Forgiveness of sins goes hand in hand with redemption.  The Greek word for forgiveness is AH-fe-sis.  It describes the act of freeing a person from guilt or punishment.
  In Christ, we are utterly forgiven for every sin—past, present, and future.  We’re absolutely cleansed.
1.
Psalm  103:12 says,

NKJ Psalm 103:12 As far as the east is from the west, So far has He removed our transgressions from us.

2.
In  Isaiah 44:22, God says,

NKJ Isaiah 44:22 “I have blotted out, like a thick cloud, your transgressions, And like a cloud, your sins. Return to Me, for I have redeemed you.”
3.
At the last supper, recorded in  Matthew 26:28, Jesus says,

NKJ Matthew 26:28 “For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.”

4.
We are completely forgiven!  There’s the lightning.  Where’s the thunder?

II.
In the  last part of Verse 7 and all of Verse 8 of our text, it explains that we are redeemed and forgiven . . .
NKJ Ephesians 1:7 . . . according to the riches of His grace 8 which He made to abound toward us in all wisdom and prudence,
A.
When I first read this, I thought it meant that God’s got a lot of grace, and He gave us some of it.  That would be the meaning if Paul said, “from” the riches of His grace.  That would be like Bill Gates writing me a check for a hundred dollars “from” his riches.  That would be nice, but no big deal for him.
But Paul doesn’t say, “from the riches.”  He says,  “according to the riches.”  Here,  “the riches” speaks of the extreme value of God’s grace.
  It is exceedingly costly.  Our ransom comes at the highest imaginable price.  And for us to be redeemed and forgiven “according to” His grace suggests that we are the recipients of the full value of God’s grace.
  We didn’t just get some of it; we got all of it.  That would be a little like Bill Gates signing over to me everything he’s got, only what God gives is far more valuable. That’s how much God values us.  We  are cherished.  And because we are cherished, God gave us all He had to give.
There’s the lightning.  Where’s the thunder?

B.
Paul says this grace was,  “made to abound toward us.”  That is, grace has been lavished or showered upon us.  The basic idea is giving more.
  God gives us far more grace than anyone could reasonably expect.
  We  are lavished with grace in a way that is outrageously unexpected and unreasonable.  No human would think this up.  God didn’t just go the extra mile; He went every last mile for us!
There’s the lightning.  Where’s the thunder?

C.
A part of God’s grace toward us involves,  “wisdom and prudence.”  When I first read this, I thought it meant that God is really wise and prudent in what He as done.  To be sure, God is wise and prudent.  But, after studying this for a while, I don’t think that’s the point that is being made.  The point is this:  a part of God’s grace involves God giving us wisdom and prudence.
  God gives us the insight we need to understand His grace.  We  are enlightened by God, so we can see it.  Apart from such enlightenment, God’s grace would appear to be foolishness to us.  This fits with  1 Corinthians 1:18, which says,
NKJ 1 Corinthians 1:18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

Christians are not those who, by themselves, were wise enough to believe in Jesus for eternal life.  If that were true, we would be saved on the basis of our own wisdom, not by God’s grace.  But we have no reason to be smug.  By God’s grace, He not only redeemed us, but He also enlightened us—He gave us “wisdom and prudence”—so that we can see the redemption.  Not by force or coercion.  But by His gracious permission.  God brings everything to the party; we just show up.
There’s the lightning.  Where’s the thunder?

III.
In  Verse 9, it says,
NKJ Ephesians 1:9 having made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure which He purposed in Himself,
A.
As part of the giving of grace, God not only gave us the insight to see it, but He also revealed to us  the mystery of His will.  The mystery relates to God’s grace toward us in the redeeming work of Jesus Christ.
B.
When the Bible talks about a mystery, it is not referring to something that is hard to understand; rather, it is something not previously revealed.
  The coming of Christ to die was a mystery in that it was only foreshadowed faintly in the Old Testament.  The full disclosure and explanation of Christ’s redeeming work did not come until God provided it through the apostolic writers of the New Testament.  Now we know the mystery of Christ and what He’s done for us.
C.
How does God feel about disclosing the mystery of Christ?  He is delighted.  He reveals the mystery,  “according to His good pleasure.”  That is, it brings Him pleasure or satisfaction.  And it’s a satisfaction, “which He purposed in Himself.”  That is to say, it’s a satisfaction that God planned all along, from eternity past, in Christ.
  Grace through Christ is a gift God has had in mind for us forever.  And the giving of the gift gratifies Him.  Thus  we are gratifying to God.
How can I explain this?  Think of the best gift you have ever given someone.  Think of how gratifying it was to first imagine the giving of it—to anticipate how much joy it would bring to the recipient.  Think of how gratifying it was to see the person open it—to see the thrill and the eyes light up.  Think of how gratifying is was to think of the person enjoying the gift into the future.
When I became engaged to Cathy, I planned to give her a rocking chair as a gift.  Cathy liked rocking chairs.  I bought it as a piece of unfinished furniture because I couldn’t afford an already-finished rocking chair.  First, I carefully sanded the rocking chair.  As I sanded, I thought about how much Cathy would delight in the chair.  Then, I stained it.  As the beauty of the grains in the wood emerged, I imagined how pleasing they would be to Cathy.  Then, I put on several coats of varnish, and as I did, I imagined Cathy rocking comfortably and contentedly in the chair with a child we hoped to have some day.  I couldn’t wait to give Cathy the chair.
How I felt about giving the chair to Cathy is just a taste of how God feels about giving grace to you.  You are so gratifying to Him.  He is gratified to bless you.
There’s the lightning.  Where’s the thunder?

IV.
In  Verse 10 of our text, we are told . . .
NKJ Ephesians 1:10 that in the dispensation of the fullness of the times He might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth—in Him.
A.
Verse 10 reveals that which God “purposed” or planned in Verse 9.  The New Living Translation does a good job of translating this into some plain language that’s a little easier to understand.  It says,
NLT Ephesians 1:10 And this is the plan: At the right time he will bring everything together under the authority of Christ—everything in heaven and on earth.
God’s plan is for us  to be mobilized under the headship of Christ.  We are assembled as a team for active service, and our leader is the greatest leader of all time:  Jesus Christ.
B.
Recent secular research on what it takes to be a great leader has discovered a couple of interesting things.
1.
First, the greatest leaders are not flamboyant, charismatic, megalomaniacs.  Rather, the greatest leaders are “modest and willful, humble and fearless.”

2.
Second, the greatest leaders are not those who are good at manipulating people.  Rather, the greatest leaders are those who demonstrate that they care about those they lead.

Which leader in all of history was more humble or more caring than Jesus?  By God’s grace, we have the privilege of being mobilized under the greatest leader of all time.

C.
There is a sense in which we are currently mobilized under Christ in the church.  That, by the way, makes the church the greatest organization of all time.  With all its flaws and mistakes, the church is still greatest organization on earth, mobilized to save the world.  And, as a believer, you’re a part it.  Colossians  1:18 speaks of Christ as Leader, saying,
NKJ Colossians 1:18 And He is the head of the body, the church . . . that in all things He may have the preeminence.

D.
There is another sense in which we will one day be mobilized under Christ in the life to come.
  It will be after Christ returns, when we will reign under His authority,
 and when Christ will be universally acknowledged as the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, who wipes away every tear and puts an end to death and sorrow and pain.
  
The upshot is this:  We are mobilized under the greatest leader, for the greatest cause, with the greatest results and the brightest future.
There’s the lightning.  Where’s the thunder?

V.
Verse  11 goes on to say . . .
NKJ Ephesians 1:11 In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined according to the purpose of Him who works all things according to the counsel of His will,
A.
The  first part of this verse poses a challenge.  It can be legitimately translated a number of different ways.  Let me show you.
1.
We’re using the New King James Version today.  It says that, “In Him also we have obtained an inheritance.”  This makes it sound like this is talking about something we get.
2.
Now look at  the New International Version.  It translates the very same clause this way:  “In him we were also chosen.”  That’s very different.  This makes it sound like it’s something God does.
3.
Now look at  the New English Translation.  It translates the very same clause this way:  “In Christ we too have been claimed as God's own possession.”  This is still different than the first two.

Which is correct?  We’re not sure because the original language can be taken a number of different ways; each of these translations is a legitimate option.
If I had to choose, I would say that the New English Translation probably has this right.  I join a host of other Bible scholars who think this probably speaks of our being God’s possession.

B.
Whatever the case, an important point of  Verse11 that is not ambiguous is that God is working His plan.  The verb,  “works” is in the present tense.  God takes the initiative to bless us, and He is following through.  All things are subject to His will.  We are not redeemed by our own initiative or work.  That means  we are sought after by God.  He pursues us.  He desires a relationship with us.  He goes after us.  He woos us.  All because He wants us.

God is not sitting by the phone doing nothing but waiting for a call from us.  He is actively communicating through His Word, through nature, through circumstances, through people, through the promptings of the Spirit within us.  He is constantly inviting, but not intrusive.  Our part is to respond.
There’s the lightning.  Where’s the thunder?
VI.
Verse  12 describes the ultimate purpose in all this.  It’s so . . .
NKJ Ephesians 1:12 that we who first trusted in Christ should be to the praise of His glory.
A.
“We  who first trusted Christ” probably means something like, “all of us who have already believed and been redeemed.”
 
B.
Our ultimate purpose in life is to live  “to the praise of His glory” in light of all He’s done.  That is, our highest goal is to praise Him, to worship Him, to give Him thanks because, in Him, we are redeemed, we are forgiven, we are cherished, we are lavished, we are enlightened, we are gratifying, we are mobilized, we are sought after.  In response to these things, our highest goal is to let the thunder roll.  Where is the thunder?
Let’s take some time right now to be still before God—to just sit and silently, prayerfully  reflect long enough to let His lightning strike us anew, and to let the thunder roll again.
(After a moment, advance  to the video:  “Are You Ready?”
)
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