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How to Deal With Tough Times:

Persevering Patiently
A Study of James 5:7-11
Characteristic of Completeness:  Patience
Big Idea:  Endure hardship expectantly.
Related Scriptures:  John 14:1-3; Deuteronomy 11:13-14; 2 Peter 3:3-9; Romans 14:10; 2 Corinthians 5:10; Matthew 7:2; Psalm 56:8;

Romans 8:18; 2 Corinthians 4:16-17; James 1:12
Introduction:

A.
We’ve been working our way through the book of James, and we’re almost done.  Last weekend at the men’s retreat in Prescott, one guy said to me, “Man, James has been tough. I’m having to constantly examine my heart.”  I can sympathize.  Under the inspiration of God, James is a highly skilled spiritual cardiologist who has shown us the weaknesses in our own hearts—weaknesses that show up when we are in the midst of hardships, trials, suffering.  James wants to strengthen our hearts, to build our endurance.  His prescriptions to endure hardships well have been direct and, at times, unpleasant.
B.
His prescriptions include things we often don’t really want to do; at least they don’t come easy.  So, we must ask ourselves:  Is it worth it?

1.
James says we should learn from trials, when escaping them would be a whole lot easier.  Is it worth it?

2.
He says we should resist temptation, when yielding would be a whole lot easier.  Is it worth it?
3.
He says we should be quick to hear, when not listening to anybody would be a whole lot easier.  Is it worth it?
4.
He says we should be slow to speak, when unleashing our swirl of words would be a whole lot easier.  Is it worth it?
5.
He says we should be slow to anger, when going off on somebody would be a whole lot easier.  Is it worth it?
In all these ways, James says we are to endure hardship well.  I want to show you this morning that it’s worth it.  You may recall that James has already argued that enduring well is worth it back in Chapter 1.  Remember, we represented his argument in a  diagram.  Faith plus trials leads to endurance.  And when we endure trials well, it leads to completeness in Christ.  When we endure trials well, we become more and more like Christ.

Our text today is James 5:7-11.  In this text, James gives us some more encouragement to endure hardship well.  He encourages us to expect certain things in the midst of trials.  And the things that we should expect tell us that enduring well is worth it.  In fact, I might as well disclose the big idea of my message right now.  Here it  is:  Endure hardship expectantly.  Specifically, I want to show you  four things we are to expect or anticipate or look forward to in the midst of trials.  These are four ways to endure hardship expectantly, and they serve as the outline of our study.
I.
Here is  the first way to endure hardship expectantly.  In the midst of hardship,  we can expect the Lord to be faithful to provide just what we need as we keep waiting for Him.  When times are tough, we can expect the Lord to supply what we must have as we follow Him.  This encourages us to be confident.  I get this from  Verse 7.  It says,
NAU James 5:7 Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious produce of the soil, being patient about it, until it gets the early and late rains.
A.
The word,  “therefore” refers to what James has written previously.  James is saying that his readers ought to be patient in light of something he has said before.
1.
In the immediately preceding context, James writes about oppression from rich people.  Perhaps some of the readers are among those who were being oppressed, and so James may be calling them to endure this oppression expectantly.
2.
I suspect, however, that the, “therefore” encompasses all that James has written to this point.  He’s saying, “In light of everything I’ve said, be patient.”  Indeed,  patience is our key characteristic of completeness in Christ this morning.
B.
The Greek word for  “patient” is macrothumeo.  It’s a compound of two words.  Macro means long.  Thumeo means anger.  So, macrothumeo literally means “long to anger.”  It’s the willingness to suffer a very long time before becoming angry—angry at people, angry at circumstances, angry at God.  This is the idea from which the term, “longsuffering” comes.  Longsuffering is just another word for patient.

Let me read you a good explanation of patience from the International Standard Bible Encyclopedia.  It says,

“Patience” implies suffering, enduring or waiting, as a determination of the will and not simply under necessity.  As such it is an essential Christian virtue to the exercise of which there are many exhortations.  We need to “wait patiently” for God, to endure uncomplainingly the various forms of sufferings, wrongs and evils that we meet with, and to bear patiently injustices which we cannot remedy and provocations we cannot remove (ISBE).
The opposite of being patient or longsuffering, is being short-tempered.  To be short-tempered is to allow yourself to be overcome by anger, irritation, or impatience when things don’t go your way.

It’s one thing to be patient in the little things, like putting up with the inconvenience of waiting in line or not blowing a fuse when somebody cuts you off in traffic.  It’s quite another thing to be patient in the big things, like having a disabled child, or being diagnosed with cancer, or losing your job, or having to work your way through a relationship with a difficult child or spouse.
C.
Verse 7 says we are to be patient  “until the coming of the Lord.”  I believe James is speaking here of the day when the Lord will return to take believers from the earth—a day known as the rapture.  Jesus spoke of his return at this rapture in  John 14:1-3, saying,
NAU John 14:1 “Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. 2 In My Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. 3 If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also.”
D.
We are to be patient until this coming of the Lord.  Then, James illustrates his point by giving the example of  a farmer, saying,
NAU James 5:7 . . . The farmer waits for the precious produce of the soil, being patient about it, until it gets the early and late rains.

1.
In the Palestinian culture of the first century, a common Jewish farmer would have been widely recognized as a person faced with hardship.  One historian says,
Given the generally low level of technology and the meager energy resources of these types of societies, agriculture is generally of the low-yield sort.  This means that as a rule there is a very narrow margin between what can be harvested and what is needed by the majority of agriculturalists for food, seed, or animal fodder.  There might be just enough, but not much more (Oakman, “The Countryside in Luke-Acts,” in Neyrey, The Social World of Luke-Acts, 154-155).

Moreover, the typical farmer did not irrigate his field as farmers do in Arizona.  The ancient farmer was entirely dependent on both  the “early rain” which came in autumn after sowing, and the “late rain” which came in spring before harvest.  On the farmer’s part, all he could do was till the soil, sow the seed, keep weeds and predators away, and wait, trusting that the rains would come and trusting that the produce of the soil would grow.
2.
The mention of the early and late rains is significant because, to the Jewish mind, the faithfulness of God to provide is strongly associated with the early and late rains.  In the Old Testament with which the readers of James would have been familiar, the early and late rains symbolize the faithfulness of God to provide just what we need as we keep waiting for Him.  For example,  Deuteronomy 11:13-14 speaks of the faithfulness of God, saying,
NAU Deuteronomy 11:13 “It shall come about, if you listen obediently to my commandments which I am commanding you today, to love the LORD your God and to serve Him with all your heart and all your soul, 14 that He will give the rain for your land in its season, the early and late rain, that you may gather in your grain and your new wine and your oil.”
Jeremiah  5:24 speaks of the faithfulness of God, saying,
NAU Jeremiah 5:24 . . . “Let us now fear the LORD our God, Who gives rain in its season, Both the autumn rain and the spring rain . . .”
Hosea  6:3 speaks of the faithfulness of God, saying,
NAU Hosea 6:3 “So let us know, let us press on to know the LORD. His going forth is as certain as the dawn; And He will come to us like the rain, Like the spring rain watering the earth.”
Joel  2:23 speaks of the faithfulness of God, saying,
NAU Joel 2:23 So rejoice, O sons of Zion, And be glad in the LORD your God; For He has given you the early rain for your vindication. And He has poured down for you the rain, The early and latter rain as before.
Zechariah  10:1 speaks of the faithfulness of God, saying,
NAU Zechariah 10:1 Ask rain from the LORD at the time of the spring rain—The LORD who makes the storm clouds; And He will give them showers of rain, vegetation in the field to each man.

The point James is making is that enduring hardship well is worth it because, in the midst of hardship, we can expect the Lord to be faithful to provide just what we need as we keep waiting for Him.  If we follow hard after God in the midst of trials, God will be faithful to take care of us.  If we sow the seed of obedience and patiently wait for the Lord, He’ll bring the rains and the crop that we need.
II.
Now here is  the second way to endure hardship expectantly.  In the midst of hardship,  we can expect the Lord to come for us at any time.  The rapture can occur at any moment; it may occur this afternoon, although Jesus will probably wait until after the Suns win the championship. (  This encourages us to be ready.  In  Verse 8, James says,
NAU James 5:8 You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near.
If you think about it, this seems wrong.  After all, these words were penned nearly two thousand years ago, and the Lord hasn’t come yet.  So, the Lord’s coming doesn’t seem like it was  near to those in the first century at all.  Was James wrong?
The Apostle Peter anticipates this problem, and explains that the Lord has an entirely different perspective on it.  In  2 Peter 3, beginning in Verse 3, Peter says,
NAU 2 Peter 3:3 Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after their own lusts, 4 and saying, “Where is the promise of His coming? . . . 8 But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day.
So a thousand years may seem like a long time to us, but it’s nothing to God.  Moreover, the nearness of His coming has to do with the fact that it could happen any time; the rapture is imminent.
What if you knew that Jesus was going to return for us in exactly one week?  Would this change the way you live?  How so?  Wouldn’t you be better able to put hardships in perspective and handle them well, knowing that they’re temporary and that Jesus is coming soon?  James is encouraging us to adopt this mindset.
III.
Now here is  the third way to endure hardship expectantly.  In the midst of hardship,  we can expect the Lord to judge us according to how faithfully we handle trials.  More specifically, we can expect the Lord to judge us based on how we treat others.  This encourages us to be holy.   Verse 9 says,
NAU James 5:9 Do not complain, brethren, against one another, so that you yourselves may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing right at the door.
A.
Some of you may be thinking, “Wait a minute.  I thought I heard somewhere that Christians aren’t going to be judged.  Didn’t Christ’s death on the cross exempt believers from God’s judgment?”  Let me explain.
The life of a believer can be divided into three parts.  Take me for example.
1.
The  first segment represents the time from when I was born to the time I trusted Christ as my Savior.  This first segment is my life before I became a believer, before I became a real Christian.

2.
The  second segment represents the time from when I trusted Christ to the time I will die or the time Christ returns, whichever comes first.  This second segment is my life on earth as a believer.

3.
The  final segment represents the rest of eternity I will spend with the Lord.  By His death and resurrection, Jesus Christ paid for my sin so that by simply believing in Him I am saved from the penalty of my sin and I will spend eternity with the Lord.

Sometime  into this final part of my life with Jesus, I will appear before the judgment seat of Christ, also known as the Bema, where I will be judged or evaluated according to what I did as a Christian on earth.  In  2 Corinthians 5:10, the Apostle Paul says to believers,
NAU 2 Corinthians 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.

Because Christ died in payment for my sin and because I have believed in Him, there will be no condemnation for me at the judgment seat of Christ.  Rather, I will experience the gain or loss of rewards.  These rewards will affect how I spend the rest of eternity.
Let me give you a couple of very imperfect, but helpful illustrations that I’ve used before.
a.
If eternity with Jesus is a concert, and faith in Jesus is the ticket, then some seats are going to be better than others.  The concert is great for all believers, but some are going to enjoy it more than others.

b.
If eternity with Jesus is a graduation ceremony, and faith in Jesus gives us the credits needed to graduate, then some will graduate with highest honors, some with high honors, some with honors, and some will graduate with no honors at all.  The graduation ceremony will be great for believers, but it’s going to be better for some than others.

These illustrations are imperfect because I don’t believe there will be any basis for arrogance or selfishness or competition with other believers.  But, the truth is, some Christians are going to have it better than others.

My seminary professor and mentor, Dr. Earl Radmacher used to say, “I am becoming today, by what I do with what I have, what I will be in the life to come.”  There is indeed a relationship between what we do on earth as Christians and what we’ll experience with Jesus for the rest of eternity.

B.
This raises the question:  On what basis will we be judged?  Verse 9 of our text gives us a couple of insights.

1.
First, we’ll be judged according to how we treat other people.  James  says,

NAU James 5:9 Do not complain, brethren, against one another, so that you yourselves may not be judged . . .

James is encouraging us not to complain against one another or to judge one another wrongly because this will bring judgment for us at the Bema.  In  Romans 14:10, the Apostle Paul confirms this, saying,

NAU Romans 14:10 But you, why do you judge your brother? Or you again, why do you regard your brother with contempt? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God.
2.
Also the language of Verse 9 is reminiscent of the words of Jesus in  Matthew 7:2, where He says,
NAU Matthew 7:2 “For in the way you judge, you will be judged; and by your standard of measure, it will be measured to you.”

At the Bema, Jesus will judge us using the yardstick we have used to judge others.  This is strong motivation to handle trials well and not take out our frustrations on other people.
C.
James once again alludes to the imminence of Christ’s return and the subsequent Bema in  Verse 9 when he says,

NAU James 5:9 . . . behold, the Judge is standing right at the door.
This imagery is of a courtroom in which the believer is waiting for the Judge to enter.  The Judge has not yet arrived but He’s standing right at the door to the courtroom.  He could enter any time.  Imagine you are in the courtroom waiting to be judged.  You are able to look through the cracked door to the Judge’s chambers.  You can see His robe.  He’s standing right on the other side of the door.  He’s about to enter.  James is encouraging us to endure hardship with that kind of expectancy.
IV.
Now here is  the fourth way to endure hardship expectantly.  It’s my favorite.  In the midst of hardship,  we can expect the reward for our endurance to far outweigh the suffering.  That is, if we endure hardship well, the ultimate outcome will be well worth it.  This encourages us to be hopeful.  James says in  Verses 10 and 11,
NAU James 5:10 As an example, brethren, of suffering and patience, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11 We count those blessed who endured. You have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome of the Lord's dealings, that the Lord is full of compassion and is merciful.

A.
First James gives us the example of the suffering and patience of  the prophets in the Old Testament.  We could pick any one.  Let’s consider the prophet Jeremiah.
1.
Jeremiah’s life was very hard.  Listen to the description of one Bible scholar:
“. . . Jeremiah’s life was one of uninterrupted misunderstanding and persecution. . . . He had encountered more opposition from more enemies than any other OT prophet” (Feinberg, Jeremiah, The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, 360).

Today, somebody like Jeremiah would be considered an unsuccessful preacher because his own people did not pay attention to him.  He had no following to speak of.  Tradition holds that Jeremiah was finally stoned to death (Feinberg, 360).  Jeremiah’s life was full of hardship, but he handled the hardship well; his faith was unwavering.
2.
But in spite of the hardship, the outcome was good.  God used Jeremiah to write a large portion of the Hebrew Scriptures that to this day nourish countless readers.  After his death, Jeremiah came to be greatly respected as a man of God.  Jeremiah became so revered that when Jesus came hundreds of years later, some compared Jesus to Jeremiah.  This is what we’re told in Matthew 16:13-14.  Because Jeremiah endured well, he was  counted blessed or fortunate.
B.
James also gives  Job as an example of endurance.
1.
You may be familiar with Job’s hardships.  He lost his employees.  He lost his assets.  He lost his children.  He lost his health.  And his wife and friends turned on him.
Job’s life was full of hardship.  He struggled.  He questioned.  He even complained to God.  But He never lost faith and hope in God, and in that way, he endured hardship well.
2.
In spite of Job’s hardship,  the outcome was good.  Job 42, beginning in Verse 10 says,
NAU Job 42:10 The LORD restored the fortunes of Job . . . and the LORD increased all that Job had twofold. 11 Then all his brothers and all his sisters and all who had known him before came to him, and they ate bread with him in his house; and they consoled him and comforted him for all the adversities that the LORD had brought on him. And each one gave him one piece of money, and each a ring of gold. 12 The LORD blessed the latter days of Job more than his beginning . . .
The reward for Job’s endurance far outweighed his suffering.  The Lord was compassionate and merciful to Job.
C.
And  what about your hardships, your trials, your pain?  What tough times are you facing?
1.
Maybe you’re suffering from a degenerative disease.  Maybe you’re a weary single mom.  Maybe your marriage is troubled and it’s hard to see how it’s going to get any better.  Maybe you are desperately lonely and drawn to sources of counterfeit intimacy.  Maybe your financial burdens feel like a straight jacket and there’s still more college tuition to pay.  Maybe your children are struggling and you’re so tired that you’re sorely tempted to just pacify them until you can get them out of the house.
The choices are difficult.  Endure well, or just escape the pain.  Persevere, or take the path of least resistance.  Be patient, or bail out.  Humble yourself in surrender, or shake your fist in anger.  Wait for the rains, or curse the dry soil.
2.
Whatever you’re facing, James wants you to know that  “the Lord is full of compassion and is merciful.”  The word, “compassion” is remarkable.  The usual Greek word for compassion in the Bible is SPLONK-non.  It literally means guts or intestines.  It’s used figuratively to describe a feeling so intense that you sense it in your gut.  It’s when you sympathize so deeply about the plight of another person that your stomach aches for them.  That’s the idea behind the word SPLONK-non.
The word James uses goes beyond this, however.  He adds a superlative to the usual word, making it something like super SPLONK-non, or super compassion.  In the midst of our trials, God has super compassion toward us.  It’s the kind of compassion that prompted the psalmist to say to say to God in  Psalm 56:8,
NLT Psalm 56:8 You keep track of all my sorrows. You have collected all my tears in your bottle. You have recorded each one in your book.

God does not view our hardships with detached coldness.  He is acutely attentive to every tear, every pain, every hurt, every wound, every betrayal.  And He stands ready to pour out His reward and blessing in eternity when we endure hardship well.
3.
When we endure hardship well, the outcome is way more than good.  In  Romans 8:18, Paul tells us,
NAU Romans 8:18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.
In  2 Corinthians 4:16-17, Paul says,

NAU 2 Corinthians 4:16 Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day. 17 For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison,

It’s what James has already said in  James 1:12:

NAU James 1:12 Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.
Endure hardship expectantly.






Message by Bob Kerrey, Moon Valley Bible Church, 2005-05-22
Message by Bob Kerrey, Moon Valley Bible Church, 2005-05-22

