
  QUICK TO HEAR – PART ONE



A STUDY OF JAMES 1:19a, 21-27

· Characteristic of Completeness:
Goodness/Integrity

· Big Idea:    We get a glimpse of God’s goodness when we see our sin

· Related Scriptures:
Gen 3:1-13; Prov 20:5; Jer 17:9; Matt 5:3-8; 6:25-34;
7:24-27; 9:11; 12:35; 16:24-26; Luke 18:10-14; 

22:24-34; John 8:31-32; Acts 5:1-4; Rom 2:14-15; 8:1; 

2 Cor 3:17-18; Jam 2:2; 4:11; 1 Pet 2:25
I. INTRODUCTION

Good morning!  My name is Jeff Bauer, and I’ll be filling in for Pastor Bob this morning.

Two weeks ago, we began studying the book of James.  We’ve seen that God uses the trials we experience to teach us, not torture us.  So, in times of trials, we want to approach them with an attitude of joy.

And, we’ve also seen that God uses our temptations to refine us to become more like Jesus.  So, God uses temptations to develop more self-control in our will.

These truths have become real for me this week.  A few days ago, my cousin Brian passed away due to injuries he sustained in a snowmobile accident.  And, I’ve been tested the past day or so.  We’re having some kind of computer network problem, so the power point I’d prepared was unavailable.
So, this will be a purely audio message today.  Which is ironic, because text we will be studying today is James 1:19, 21-27 which begins with being swift to hear.  

And, before we go any further, I need to apologize for some last minute changes I’ve made.  If you’re following the outline in your bulletin, several of the Related Scriptures have changed.  In fact, I re-wrote about 50% of this message last night.  

I did this because I’ve struggled with this passage all week.  I’ve questioned my spirit and my motives several times.  I did this because our Characteristic of Completeness today is Goodness and Integrity.  And goodness is something that comes from the heart.  
Jesus once said:

“Matt 12:35a"A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good things, 

Unfortunately, so does evil.  Jesus added:
Matt 12:35b band an evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth evil things.












- NKJV
Solomon wrote about how our motives can be so complex we can’t even see them.


Prov 20:5  A plan in the heart of a man is like deep water.












- NKJV

And Jeremiah wrote about just how far astray our hearts can lead us:

Jer 17:9  The heart is deceitful about all things, And desperately wicked; Who can know it?

· NKJV

So, our hearts are deceitful and desperately wicked.  Makes you feel warm all over, doesn’t it?  So, teaching from the heart about the heart has been a little unsettling for me.  

Now, we’d like to think that as believers in Jesus, we’re not prone to wickedness.  But, we are.  Let me share an example from the Bible:

Acts 5:1 But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession.   2 And he kept back part of the proceeds, his wife also being aware of it, and brought a certain part and laid it at the apostles' feet. 3 But Peter said, "Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and keep back part of the price of the land for yourself? 4 "While it remained, was it not your own? And after it was sold, was it not in your own control? Why have you conceived this thing in your heart? You have not lied to men but to God."












- NKJV

What I see here is a man – if I can borrow a phrase from the movie, “Analyze This” – who was conflicted.  He sold some property.  He knew in his mind the right thing to do was to give back to God some of the material blessings God had given him.

But, he didn’t want to give as much as God was leading him to.  So, he kept some.  But, his conscience was troubling him.  SO, he dropped the proceeds at the feet of the apostles.  I wonder if he wanted them to praise his generosity – so his conscience would be eased.

Ananias wasn’t good, and he lacked integrity.  Webster’s defines integrity as:

1.  The quality of being honest, trustworthy or upright.  2.  The condition of being whole, not broken into parts.

See, his mind was on the right track.  And, his actions were on the right track.  But his heart wasn’t in it.  Ananias was conflicted in his heart – what he wanted didn’t line up with what God wanted for him.  He didn’t have integrity with God.

Perhaps that’s why trials are troubling to us.  Perhaps that’s why temptations are God’s test for us.  Perhaps because deep down, there’s always a place in our hearts that doesn’t want what God wants for us.  And I think we’ll see that this morning.
James beings in verse 19:

Jam 1:19a  so then my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath…

· NKJV

Now, we’ve seen that James is speaking to believers.  And, he says we all need to hear this.  And, I’ll only be addressing the “swift to hear” portion of this today.  But, why does James say we need to be swift to hear?  Well, one reason is that this verse sets up pretty much all of the rest of the book.

But, there’s another reason – and a more important reason.  Because we don’t listen very well.  Because we all have a problem with selective hearing.  

Genesis 3, verses 1-6 tell us that Adam and Eve didn’t want what God wanted for them.  They wanted more.  

Now Adam and Eve knew what God said – don’t eat the fruit.  But, they listened to what Satan had told them.  Because he told them what they wanted to hear.  Verse 6 shows us how what we desire often determines our decisions and our deeds:

Gen 3:6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate.












- NKJV
The Hebrew word translated “saw” here suggests a close inspection.  In this case, it’s like they said, “let’s take a second look at this”, or, “let’s reconsider this”.  You can almost see the internal dialogue taking place:  “well, God said not to – but it sure looks good – but God said bad things will happen – well maybe He’s just holding out on us.”

Call it rationalization or justification – we need to realize the power our desires have in determining our deeds.  And let’s consider what really appealed to them in verse 5:

Gen 3:5 "For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil."












- NKJV

Deep down, we all want to be God.  We want to decide what is right for us.  So we can justify what we want.  And we can convince ourselves that what we want is good.

II. Concealing our Conscience:  Defending our Desires
A key them in our text today is self-deception.  We see some form of self-deception three times in verses 15-26.  Last week, we saw in verses 15-16 that we are not to be enticed and carried away by our desires.

Jam 1:15 Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death. 16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren.












- NKJV

The Greek word translated “deceived” here is planaw, and it means, “to wander, or go astray.”  Peter uses the metaphor of sheep to describe this deception.  

1 Pet 2: 5 For you were like sheep going astray, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.












- NKJV

And the word “deceived” is in the passive voice – our desires take over our mind and our will.  Our desires – our forbidden fruit – are represented by three things:  power, possessions and pleasure.  It could be:
· doing anything it takes to climb the corporate ladder – even if it means stretching the law or making a peer look bad; 

· doing whatever it takes to make a sale and get a commission – like misrepresenting a product, or withholding information that could kill the deal;

· abusing alcohol or drugs, or a preoccupation with sex.

James writes:  

Jam 1:21 Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.

· NKJV
James refers to these things as “filthiness.”  The Greek word ruparos here means, “impure, or unclean.”  It’s the same word he uses in chapter 2, verse 2:

Jam 2:2 For if there should come into your assembly a man with gold rings, in fine apparel, and there should also come in a poor man in filthy clothes,

· NKJV

It describes those painfully obvious actions that offend people, and even hurt people.  Because the object of these desires – power, possession or pleasure – become like gods – gods meant to fill the place in our hearts our heavenly Father was meant to fill.
You wonder if this person has a conscience.  But, deep down, all human beings do – we all have a sense of right and wrong.  Paul explains this:

Rom 14 for when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do the things in the law, these, although not having the law, are a law to themselves, 15 who show the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and between themselves their thoughts accusing or else excusing them
· NKJV

Adam and Eve are evidence of this.  Genesis 3, verses 8-13 tell us that first they tried to hide from God.  When that didn’t work, Adam blamed Eve, and Eve – with no other human being to blame – blamed Satan.  First, we hide, then we try to deflect blame.

You tell this person that he’s done something wrong, and he’s hurt you.  But, he turns on you.  Because our desires deceive us – and we justify that they are right and okay.  So, if you call my desires bad, you’re calling me bad – because I’m justified in having them.

This is wickedness.  James uses the Greek word kakia, which also means, “evil or malice.”  Malice is wishing harm upon another person.  It might be something proactive, like attacking the other person by pointing out his or her faults. 

Or, it might be more subtle.  By refusing to acknowledge I’ve hurt you, I’m wishing harm upon you.  By deflecting my guilt onto you, I’m exhibiting malice toward you.

I do a lot of marriage counseling.  Sometimes, I feel I’m being asked to serve as a judge – hearing the arguments of two attorneys.  I’m being asked to render a decision about who’s to blame, or who’s “guilty”.  

When conflicts center on who’s right and who’s wrong, malice – or wickedness – is likely happening.

Maybe you’ve stopped listening because what I’ve said the past few minutes doesn’t seem to apply to you.  But, our hearts are deceitful.  Maybe that person is us:

· We’re preoccupied with our appearance, we exercise or diet to the point of fatigue and irritability, and resent the concerned comments shared by loved ones;

· We’re so pre-occupied with work that we have no time for our family;

· We’re so concerned with how the house or yard looks that we’re irritated when family members leave things out of place;

· We’re upset and embarrassed when our child doesn’t do well at school, or messes up in a performance.

How do we know if our desires have gotten out of hand?  By being quick to listen.  By listening when others say we may be wrong.  By asking the person if maybe we’ve hurt them.  And, by humbly – and meekly – acknowledging our fault.

Jesus once said:


Matt 5: 3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4 Blessed are those who mourn, For they shall be comforted. 5 Blessed are the meek, For they shall inherit the earth.












- NKJV

The “implanted” word James writes of is the good news of love and forgiveness available from God because of Jesus.  Jesus also said:

Matt 11: 29 "Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.

· NKJV

It’s hard to admit we’ve hurt someone.  It’s hard to admit we’re wrong.  But, it’s the only way we can really experience God’s loving goodness.  And that leads to our big idea today:


We get a glimpse of God’s goodness when we see our sin

We want so bad to believe we’re good.  And we’ll deceive ourselves before admitting fault.  But we can’t see God’s goodness until we see we need it.

III. Customizing our Conscience:  Settling for Satisfactory
Many of us here today might be quite happy with our lives.  And we’d be satisfied to keep the status quo.

We go to church on Sundays, even throw a check into the offering box once in a while.  We’ve got friends here – people who share the same beliefs and values and interests we do.  We live life pretty much how the Bible seems to tell us to – we don’t seem to break the Ten Commandments.  And God seems to be blessing us.  

We’ve got a decent job.  We have a nice house we like in a neighborhood we’re comfortable in.  Our marriage seems okay, and the kids seem to be doing well.  Life is pretty hectic, because we’re involved in a lot of activities we enjoy.  But, overall, things are good.

Then, something rocks our world – like a layoff, or some other financial crisis.  We worry about keeping the lifestyle we’ve come to enjoy.  We wonder what God is doing to us.

James continues:

Jam 1: 22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror; 24 for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was.












- NKJV

Again, we need to listen because of our tendency toward self-deception.  Here, James uses a different word we translate “deceiving”.  It’s the nice, easy-to-pronounce Greek word paralogizomai.

This is deception of our minds.  It means, “to reckon wrong, or reason wrongly; to delude oneself.”  So, what are we deceiving ourselves of?  Well, maybe that we’re doing what God wants – I mean, we must be, because He seems to be blessing us.

We’ve conformed our conscience to what works for us.  We’ve customized our conscience to fit the lifestyles we want.  We’ve built our lives around God’s blessings rather than His being.  Jesus warned of this:

Matt 7: 24 " Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: 25 "and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock.

26 "But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand:  27 "and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall."












- NKJV

I pondered a question this week that we all might want to consider.  If someone were to ask you, “how has God blessed you?”, what is the first thing you’d think of?  Is it the good things you enjoy in life?  How about the life given for you?

Is it wrong to worry about losing jobs, or homes or lifestyles?  Not necessarily.  But, let’s consider what Jesus told His followers about worrying.  It’s recorded in Matthew 6, verses 25-34.  I’ll only read the first and last verses, but it’s enough to get the point across:

Matt 6: 5 " Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body more than clothing?

26 "Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27 "Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature? 28 "So why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin;

29 "and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 30 "Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith?

31 "Therefore do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' 32 "For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.

33 "But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these
 things shall be added to you. 34 "Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.













- NKJV

In Jesus’ time, life was pretty simple.  For most people, having a roof over their head, clothes on their back, and food on the table meant God was blessing them.

Not so today.  “Life” for us is so much more.  We’re not satisfied with just shelter, clothing and food.  We’re used to a lot more – and perhaps even expect a lot more.  Today, we worry about:

· what house to buy

· what vacation home to buy

· the appearance of our yard

· the upkeep of our yard

· what car to buy

· how many cars to buy

· what computer to buy

· how many computers to buy

· our vacation plans

· our health plans

· our exercise plans

· our retirement plans

And, we don’t live in today anymore – because we have to plan ahead.  We live in tomorrow, and next week, and next year, and even the next decade.  Because we want our life planned out – so we can keep it the way we want it to be.  Solomon spoke of how our plans often differ from God’s:


Prov 16: 9 A man's heart plans his way, But the LORD directs his steps.

· NKJV

Are we allowing God a say in how we use the time, talents and treasures He’s given us?  Last week, Bob suggested that a layoff may be God’s test to weed materialism out of our lives.  And if that’s the case, we have to wonder how it got there in the first place.

Remember, our hearts will deceive us.  We will hear God’s word, but conform it to our lifestyles.  We will customize our conscience and settle for satisfactory if it works for us.  
If God’s provisions become our privilege, they will also become a priority.  And, the more accustomed we are to having them, the more tightly we’ll hang on to them.

And once we start hanging on to them, we may be prone to wickedness.  Why do I say that?  Because the last work in verse 34 – “trouble” – is the Greek word kakia.  And it’s the same word that’s translated “wickedness” in verse 21 of our text today.

So, how on earth can this become wicked?  Well, let me suggest a few examples:

· Our life becomes so busy we have little time available to help out at church or to assist someone in need – perhaps, we even come up with reasons why we’re not available.

But, perhaps our unavailability becomes a source of frustration – or even discouragement – to those who work faithfully to offer the ministries available at the church.

· We assume the homeless man isn’t willing to work, and is just looking to take our hard-earned money.  Perhaps James is speaking about this in chapter 4, verse 11:

Jam 4:11 Do not speak evil of one another, brethren. He who speaks evil of a brother and judges his brother, speaks evil of the law and judges the law. But if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge.

· NKJV
Maybe we have that internal dialogue going that includes works like, “I should”, I ought ta”, or, “I need ta”.  But we can quiet that voice by keeping busy.
That internal conversation may be with the “natural face” James speaks of – the face of that person God intended us to be.  The word “natural” comes from the Greek word, “genesis”, and refers to our original design before the fall.  He saved us because He wants us to become more conformed to the person of Jesus:
2 Cor 3:17 Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.












- NKJV

Perhaps we look in the mirror, and say, “no thanks”.  We’re not so sure we want to live a selfless, sacrificial life.  Because it’s hard to see how that life would be better than what we have now.  

James is saying, “let go” – let go of your life as you know it today.  Jesus Himself said this:

Matt 16:24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. 25 "For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. 26 "For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?












- NKJV

The Greek word translated “life” in Matt 16:25 – the “life” we’re worried about – is the word, psuche.  It’s where we get the English word “soul” – the soul the implanted word is able to save.  Jesus wants what’s best for us.  He explained this to those first Jews that believed in Him:

John 31 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, "If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. 32 "And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free."












- NKJV

Jesus offers us freedom.  Freedom from the penalty of sin.  Freedom from the need to perform.  Freedom from fear – if there’s nothing we’re hanging on to tightly, there’s nothing to lose, and no reason to worry.  But, there’s more.  James writes:

Jam 1: 25 But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does.












- NKJV

The law of liberty is the law of love.  And it’s summed and lived out in one commandment:

John 13: 4 "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 35 "By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another."

· NKJV

Jesus said His way of life is the abundant life – the most fulfilling life.  He said:

Matt 5: 6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, For they shall be filled.

· NKJV

Is a live dedicated to serving Jesus the most fulfilling?  He said so.  The question is if we believe Him.

IV. Conforming your Conscience:  Perfection through Performance
Jesus freed us from needing to perform.  There is now no condemnation for failing to live perfectly:
Rom 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.

· NKJV

We’re under the law of love.  It’s at once simple and profound.  It’s freeing, and yet it’s frightening.  Why?  Because it’s frightening to let go of control.  It’s frightening to free fall and trust God will catch us.  

It’s hard to let go of control.  So, our tendency is to fall into the religious ritual of the holy huddle.  James writes:

Jam 1: 26 If anyone among you thinks he is religious, and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this one's religion is useless. 27 Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world.

· NKJV

In verse 26, James uses a third word we translate “deceived”.   It’s the Greek word apataw.  It means, “to deceive with empty words, or give a false impression.”  This kind of deception is two-fold.

First, we deceive our own hearts.  We have placed our faith in Jesus.  We hear the words and are obeying them.  We stay away from the bad things in the world – in fact, we keep ourselves away from the world as best as we can.

We get the Christian life system down, and find it works.  We learn the Bible, and we serve in the church.  And we’re encouraged when people appreciate our efforts.  WE like how things work, and we resist change.

Since our way is working, we question those who do things differently than us.  We question their spirituality, because they don’t conform to our standards.  We may ask questions like:


Matt 9:11 Why does your Teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?

· NKJV

We give beautiful, appreciative prayers – even in the midst of trials.  No one ever sees us discouraged or in doubt – because our faith is strong.  We praise God that we’re healed, and we don’t have issues anymore.  And to some, our prayers might sound like:

Luke 18:11…’God, I thank You that I am not like other men – extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector.  12 ‘I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I possess.’

· NKJV

We’ve deceived our own hearts, and we’ve deceived others as well.  Some even come to us for advice.  And we can help them, because we’re knowledgeable about the Bible.  

We see people struggling with temptations and relationship problems.  And, we have just the answers they need.  We know the problem, so we don’t need to listen to their background or their story.  We give them one or two Bible verses, tell them to sleep on it, and tell them they’ll feel better in the morning.  

When things don’t get better, we wonder if they really want to change.  Maybe they just aren’t willing to do the hard work – like we did.

As I’ve studied and reflected on this passage this week, I think God’s asked me to look at a few things.  Perhaps I put Him on a time clock at times.  Perhaps I’m not as free with my treasures as I could be.  But, but this section especially hurt, because it hit a nerve.  

Remember way back in verse 19 about being swift to hear?  I’m not always a very good listener.  My wife has told me that, and my daughters have told me that.  In fact, my wife has asked me to take my counselor’s hat off a few times.
In those moments, my head’s engaged, but my heart’s disconnected.  In those moments, I am snot showing them the heart of Jesus, but the heart of a distracted, self-absorbed man.  

James offers all of us a ready remedy – go visit orphans and widows.  That is pure and undefiled religion.  And it echoes the words of Jesus:

Matt 5:7 Blessed are the merciful, For they shall obtain mercy.  8 Blessed are the pure in heart, For they shall see God.

· NKJV

So what does James mean by this?  What’s up with the orphans and widows thing?  Well, in those days, there wasn’t welfare or social security systems.  Orphans and widows went hungry.
James is speaking of those who have immediate physical and emotional needs.  The Greek word translated “visiting” means to look into their needs.  It suggests a proactive, intentional effort of the heart, mind and will to extend assistance where needed.

They may be people in the church, or more likely outside the church – like the sinners and tax collectors Jesus spent His time with.

And this is pure, because our religious may not matter to them – not at that moment.  They can’t think about eternity because they can’t even see their way out of today.  They’re alone, scared, desperate, and wondering if God really cares – if He even exists at all. 

They won’t give us a merit badge for how much of the Bible we know.  They don’t care about what we know – they only want to know that we care.  And, they have nothing to offer us – in fact, they may be bitter at God at the moment.  It’s up to us to show them He cares.

I think what James is saying is to go to those who could care less about our religion – who only want to experience a loving heart.  If we have one.

Last year, I started doing something like this.  Every Thursday, I go and hang out with some guys at a halfway house in the Sunnyslope area.  Mostly these are guys who have lost about everything because of drugs and alcohol.

It can be a challenge.  Some of these guys are humble, broken men.  They listen and share, and appreciate my time.  Some aren’t broken, and only come to the meetings because they have to.  And, I can tell they could care less about what I have to say.

Two weeks ago, I got another glimpse of how good God is.  Our meetings last an hour.  We were talking about Step Five of the 12 steps of AA, which is about confession.  

That night almost all the guys were silent and disconnected.  It was tough.  About 45 minutes into it, one of them finally raised his hand.  He asked why we were on Step Five, when most of them were stuck on Step One.

I paused, because I could hear some attitude in his voice.  I wanted to respond calmly.  But, before I could, he said, “You don’t have an answer, do you?”  I offered to 

change the topic to whatever he wanted.  He didn’t answer
I went home frustrated and discouraged.  Part of me wanted to just bag it.  Why do something that’s not appreciated?  I’ve got enough other things to do.

That’s the deception of my heart.  Because my heart’s not pure yet.  There’s still a self-centered, self-glorifying part of me that wants recognition for my efforts.

The following week, I went back.  The same gentleman was there.  Turns out he had just checked himself in a few days before the previous meeting.  He’d been sober for quite a while, but he blew it.  He was frustrated and discouraged.  And he took it out on me.

That night, he was pleasant.  He’d gotten a new job, and would be moving out soon.  He was excited about the job, but a little afraid of losing his sobriety.  He told me thanks for coming back, and I wished him well.

We get a glimpse of God’s goodness when we really understand how far from it we really are.  We get a glimpse of God’s goodness when we see our own sin.

V. Completing our Conscience:  Loving our Lord

Today is Palm Sunday.  We remember that day 2,000 years ago when Jesus rode triumphantly into Jerusalem.  Many hailed Him as the Messiah.  They hoped HE would bring Israel back to glory.
Just like us, they didn’t listen.  Because they didn’t want what Jesus was offering.  Jesus was bringing in a different kind of kingdom.  And His coronation would be by crucifixion.

Jesus spent three years living with 12 men.  He did this to prepare them for the work He had for them after He left.  They didn’t listen very well, either.

Luke 22:24-34 reveals just how little they listened.  Jesus taught them and demonstrated to them humble servanthood.  Hours before His arrest, they were arguing about who was the greatest.

Jesus told them they would all desert Him.  Peter wouldn’t listen.  He insisted he would go to prison for Jesus – even die for Jesus.  A few hours later, Peter denied three times that he even knew Jesus.

Then, Peter remembered Jesus’ words.  And he sobbed uncontrollably – the tears of a broken man.  But, Peter also remembered something else Jesus said:

Luke 22:32 "But I have prayed for you, that your faith should not fail; and when you have returned to Me, strengthen your brethren."

· NKJV

Peter had to learn what faith is really about.  Faith is about taking God at His word – that He loves us and has forgiven us – no matter what we’ve done.  Peter had to believe that Jesus would take him back.  Jesus did.

Because it’s not about what we do, but what Jesus did for us.  It’s not about how good we are, but how good Jesus has been to us.  Peter had to be broken of his pride and self-sufficiency.  Peter had to go all the way back to seeing the poverty in his spirit.

Because Peter wasn’t ready for the work Jesus had for him.  And he wouldn’t be ready until he could see just how unworthy he was for the job.  Peter had to see his sin before he could get a glimpse of God’s goodness.
