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How to Experience God More Fully: Living With the End in Mind

A Study of 1 John 2:28

Big Idea: Live with the end in mind.

Characteristic: Eternity

I. Introduction
1. Good morning. Please allow me to begin by asking you a personal question.

2. Have you ever talked yourself into sinning? Have you ever been in a position where you knew the right thing to do, but you didn’t do it. You didn’t do it, because it just seemed too difficult. So instead, you gave in and did that which you knew was wrong. 

a. It seems to me that we all rationalize our sin in a similar way. We reason to ourselves, “I know I shouldn’t do this. I know it’s the wrong thing to do and God calls it sin. But I know if I do it, it’ll feel good and God will forgive me. I’m also pretty sure if I do this, the consequences won’t be all that bad. Anyways, I’m too tricky to get caught. I’ll be able to get this cleaned up and covered up before anyone realizes what I’ve done.”
b. But imagine a terrifying thought with me. What if, at the very moment of indulgence, the precise time you are giving in to this sin, Jesus returns? And there you are. 
i. So wrapped up in your work that you’re ignoring the emotional needs of your wife. 
ii. Or medicating yourself with a few too many drinks in the evening. 
iii. Or delegating the spiritual upbringing of your children to the church or some Christian school. 
iv. Or for the bazillionth time, “accidentally” stumbling across inappropriate pictures on Google. 
v. Or yearning for more money to afford a nicer home with nicer cars in a nicer neighborhood. 
vi. Or compulsively buying more clothes that you don’t need. 

vii. Or refusing to forgive the one who betrayed you. 

viii. Or venting your frustration on your wife and kids. 

ix. Or showing the idiot who just cut you off that you think he’s number one. 

x. Or “creatively managing” information at work. 

xi. Or ripping off some stuff from the internet. 

xii. Or maintaining the relational stand-off with your spouse. 
xiii. Or badmouthing a coworker to make yourself look good? 

xiv. And just then, Jesus shows up. How would you feel at that very moment?
c. Contrary to popular opinion, when Jesus returns it might not be all bunnies and candy canes for everyone. Even for the believer, it might not be a completely positive experience. In fact, some of us here, possibly all of us, may feel ashamed when He returns. 
3. You may be asking yourself, “Lorne, where are you getting this stuff from? We want Pastor Bob back!” Well, this morning we are continuing our series through the Bible letter of 1 John. In chapter 2, verse 28, John provides his audience with a motivation for obedience. He encourages them to abide in Christ, so they will avoid the very real possibility of being ashamed when He returns. 1 John 2:28 Now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He appears, we may have confidence and not shrink away from Him in shame at His coming. 
II. Christ’s Return

1. The words John chooses, “appear” and “coming” are certainly references to the return of Christ. 

2. This has been the dominant hope of the church throughout the centuries. The reality of the second coming of Christ is attested to throughout the NT, and from these passages we can gather some details.
a. For example, we know that one day, the bodily return of Christ will be sudden, personal, and visible.

i. Jesus often spoke about His return. John 14:3 "If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also.”
ii. Angels also confirmed His return. Immediately after Jesus had ascended into heaven, two angels said to His disciples, Acts 1:11 "This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven."

iii. And in the last book of the Bible, the book of Revelation, there are numerous references to Christ’s return. The book ends with this promise from Jesus, Revelation 22:20 "Yes, I am coming quickly." And John’s response shows the eagerness which all believers should have for Christ’s return, when he says: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

b. Yet several passages also indicate that we do not, and can not know the time when He will return.

i. Jesus often spoke to His disciples about the uncertainty of its timing. Matthew 24:44 "For this reason you also must be ready; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour when you do not think He will.

ii. Mark 13:33 "Take heed, keep on the alert; for you do not know when the appointed time will come.

iii. The point of these passages serves as a warning. Since He will come at an unexpected time, we should be ready at all times for Jesus to return.

c. While Christians throughout the centuries have differed over specific details leading up to and immediately following Christ’s return, they all agree on the final result. The ultimate result of Christ’s return is that He will judge unbelievers and believers in a final judgment.

III. What is the nature of the Final Judgment? What will it be like?
1. We know for certain that Jesus Himself will preside as the judge.

a. In the book of Acts, Peter announces that Jesus, Acts 10:42 "… is the One who has been appointed by God as Judge of the living and the dead.
b. This right to act as judge over the whole universe is something which the Father has given to the Him: John 5:27 “and He gave Him authority to execute judgment, because He is the Son of Man.”
2. We also know that at the return of Christ, there will be a final judgment of all unbelievers.
a. John 3:18 "He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.
b. Sadly, the final judgment of unbelievers will result in their abandonment to eternal, conscious punishment in hell. At the judgment, the king will say to the unbeliever, Matthew 25:41 'Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels; and Jesus says of those condemned Matthew 25:46 "These will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life."

c. According to the Biblical evidence, it also seems apparent that the judgment of unbelievers will include varying degrees of punishment. 

i. The degree of punishment will be measured by the unbeliever’s response to the revelation which they have been given. In the gospel of Matthew, Jesus denounces the cities where He had done most of His miracles, because they did not repent. Matthew 11:23 "And you, Capernaum, will not be exalted to heaven, will you? You will descend to Hades; for if the miracles had occurred in Sodom which occurred in you, it would have remained to this day. 24 "Nevertheless I say to you that it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment, than for you."
ii. The degree of punishment for the unbeliever will also be measured by the words and works which they have done. Ecclesiastes 12:14 For God will bring every act to judgment, everything which is hidden, whether it is good or evil.
iii. The fact that there will be degrees of punishment for unbelievers according to their works does not mean that unbelievers can ever do enough good things to earn eternal life, for eternal life is only obtained through believing in Jesus. Rather, the degree of punishment in hell signifies that God is fair, and he keeps accurate records and renders just judgment.

3. We also know that at the return of Christ, there will be a final judgment of all believers.
a. The Apostle Paul, in his letter to believers at the church in Corinth wrote, 2 Corinthians 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.

b. This passage may cause many of us to flinch. You may be thinking, “Why will I be judged by Christ? I thought all my sins were forgiven and forgotten the moment I believed in Christ? What about all the passages which testify to this, like:
i. Isaiah 38:17 For You have cast all my sins behind Your back.

ii. Isaiah 44:22 "I have wiped out your transgressions like a thick cloud And your sins like a heavy mist.
iii. Psalm 103:12 As far as the east is from the west, So far has He removed our transgressions from us.

iv. Micah 7:19 You will cast all their sins Into the depths of the sea.

v. Hebrews 8:12 "FOR I WILL BE MERCIFUL TO THEIR INIQUITIES, AND I WILL REMEMBER THEIR SINS NO MORE."
vi. That is what you were thinking, wasn’t it?
c. Well, I think it is important to realize that the judgment of believers will be a judgment to evaluate and bestow various degrees of reward (which we will examine in a moment). The fact that they will face such a judgment should never cause believers to fear that they will be eternally condemned. Jesus says, John 5:24 "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life. Here, judgment must be understood in the sense of eternal condemnation and eternal death, since it’s contrasted with eternal life. Therefore, the judgment which believers will face is not to determine whether or not we get to go to heaven; that issue has already been sealed upon our faith in Jesus. The judgment is an evaluation to determine whether or not we receive the rewards God intended us to have based on living for Him. 

d. While numerous passages teach or imply degrees of reward for the believers at the final judgment, the Apostle Paul makes this explicitly clear in his first letter to the Corinthians. In this letter, Paul encourages the Corinthians to be careful how they build the church on the foundation of Jesus Christ. 1 Corinthians 3:12 Now if any man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 13 each man's work will become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the quality of each man's work. 14 If any man's work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a reward. 15 If any man's work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.
i. The day which Paul is referring to, is the coming day in which believers will be evaluated at the judgment seat.
ii. The judgment is a two step process. First, each man or woman’s work will become evident. Become evident is a translation of the Greek word meaning to reveal, or open up. Luke corroborates that the believer’s works well become public. He quotes Jesus as saying, Luke 12:2 "But there is nothing covered up that will not be revealed, and hidden that will not be known. 3 "Accordingly, whatever you have said in the dark will be heard in the light, and what you have whispered in the inner rooms will be proclaimed upon the housetops.” Whether this means that your grandmother will see everything you did in college, I don’t know (I hope not!). What is clear though is that the Judge, Jesus, will see our life’s work.

iii. The second step in the judgment is that the believers work will be tested with fire. The fire which Paul refers to is not the fire of hell or condemnation or punishment. Rather it is a fire intended to test the quality of our or works.

iv. If the believer’s work is good, their work is not consumed by the fire, and that person will receive a reward from Jesus.

v. On the other hand, the believer whose work is not good, their work is consumed by the fire, and that person will suffer the loss of reward. But notice that even this person will still be saved, “yet as through fire.” His fruitless works will be burned up, but he’s still going to be with Jesus. 

e. The fact that there will be degrees of reward for a believer according to their works does not mean that some people will be happy in heaven while others will be jealous. This perception of happiness is based on the assumption that happiness depends on what we possess or the status or power that we have. In actuality, our happiness in heaven will consist of delighting in God and rejoicing in the status and recognition which He has given to us. I think Dr. Grudem, a professor of mine at Phoenix Seminary, makes this point clear in his Systematic Theology textbook. He says, “The foolishness of thinking that only those who have been highly rewarded and given great status will be fully happy in heaven is seen when we realize that no matter how great a reward we are given, there will always be those with greater rewards, or who have higher status and authority, including the apostles, heavenly creatures, and Jesus Christ and God Himself. Therefore, if the highest status were essential for people to be fully happy, no one but God would be fully happy in heaven, which is certainly an incorrect idea (Grudem, Systematic Theology, 1145).” 
f. The fact that there will be degrees of reward for believers according to their works signifies that God is fair, and he keeps accurate records and renders just judgment. This should also give the believer a sense of assurance. We can be confident that every good work we’ve done in secret which no one else will ever see, will one day be recognized, honored, and rewarded by Jesus Christ.
IV. What will the believer’s response be at the Judgment Seat of Christ? How will we respond?
In our passage this morning, 1John 2:28, John provides two responses of the believer at the judgment seatt. He states that we may respond positively by having “confidence” or negatively by “shrinking away from Him in shame.”

Confidence

1. In secular Greek the word group translated confidence, was commonly understood to mean “free speech.” It signified the democratic right of a citizen to express an opinion freely and publicly. This idea of “outspokenness” or “frankness” between people includes the more general meaning of “courage”, “boldness” or “fearlessness.” 
2. Throughout the Bible, the word translated confidence refers to an ability to speak confidently to men and to God. 

3. Therefore, it seems that at the second coming of Christ, the desired response is for the believer to speak freely and openly with Christ concerning their lives.

Shrink away in shame

1. There is also another response which John warns his audience of: the response of shrinking away in shame. 
2. To shrink away in shame is the opposite of having confidence. The words shrink away … in shame is a translation of a single Greek word which accurately illustrates the response of being ashamed. While confidence portrays an image of standing tall, shame portrays the image of shrinking away or hiding. 
a. If you have spent any amount of time with children, you know this to be true. When a child is caught doing something wrong, what is their natural reaction? They usually cover their face, or run away and hide.
b. This idea of hiding is also illustrated within the first couple chapters of the Bible. In reference to Adam and Eve, Genesis 2:25 And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed. Yet when they disobeyed God and ate from the fruit of the tree which was in the middle of the garden, what was their reaction? They covered themselves with fig leaves and tried to hide from God.
3. Throughout the Bible, it seems evident that everyone will have some sort of a natural tendency as sinful humans, to be fearful in the presence of a holy God.
a. When the prophet Isaiah had a vision where he was transported to the throne room of God, his initial reaction was Isaiah 6:5 "Woe is me, for I am ruined! Because I am a man of unclean lips, And I live among a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts."
b. Also, when the Apostle Peter saw Jesus direct him to a miraculous catch of fish, he knew he was on holy ground, and Luke 5:8 … he fell down at Jesus' feet, saying, "Go away from me Lord, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!" 

c. In the book of Revelation, the Apostle John also saw a vision of Jesus, and his response was to fall down at His feet and pretend to be dead (1:17).
4. So it seems apparent that all believers will naturally feel some degree of fear in the presence of the Lord, but unfortunately, it seems plausible that some believers will exceed this natural reaction, and shrink away in shame.

a. I think it is important to understand, that the source of this shame is not from Christ. At the judgment seat, Christ is not going to publicly humiliate the believer who has been unfaithful.
b. Peter is an illustration of how Jesus graciously responded to unfaithfulness in the life of one of His followers. When Jesus was arrested and was being taken to the high priest’s house, Peter followed afar off. When Peter arrived at the house, his three denials of Christ culminated with the rooster crowing. Then Luke writes, “Luke 22:61 The Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how He had told him, "Before a rooster crows today, you will deny Me three times." 62 And he went out and wept bitterly. Peter’s memory was jolted by Christ’s glance, but it was Peter’s reflection on his past failings which caused his deep sorrow. 
c. Therefore, it seems that the cause of shame at the judgment seat of Christ will be the believer’s own realization of their sin, shortcomings, neglected opportunities, and most likely their pile of ash on the floor which represents their fruitless deeds and forfeited rewards.
5. I also think it is important to realize, that even if we do experience shame at the judgment seat, this response will be temporal. It is fleeting, for joy will be the predominant emotion in heaven. Revelation 21:4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away."

6. So the return of Christ and the subsequent judgment seat will produce two types of responses in the believer: either confidence or shame. Confidence that they will be rewarded by God and hear, “Well done good and faithful servant,” or shame because of the wasted opportunities to further God’s kingdom by doing the things which He commanded them to do. 

7. I think an analogy of the judgment seat may be helpful for us to understand it. For the believer, the judgment seat of Christ can be compared to a commencement ceremony. Through faith in Jesus Christ, all the graduates have been given the credits needed to graduate. Some graduate with highest honors, some with high honors, some with honors, and some graduate with no honors at all. While the honors are announced and rewarded, there is some measure of disappointment and remorse that one did not do better and work harder. However, at such an event the overwhelming emotion is joy, not remorse. The graduates don’t leave the auditorium weeping because they didn’t earn better grades. Rather, they’re thankful that they have graduated, and they’re grateful for what they did achieve. 
8. In our passage this morning, I think John’s sole purpose is to encourage his audience to live a life pleasing to God today, so that when that day of commencement comes, the day we stand before Jesus Christ at the judgment seat, we will be confident and not ashamed. In effect, John is encouraging his audience to live with the end in mind. That is the big idea of the message this morning, “Live with the end in mind.” Make today count, because the day is coming when we will stand in the presence of God, and what we do know will determine whether we will stand before Him confidently, or whether we will shrink away in shame.
VI. Application – How can we be confident when we face the judgment seat of Christ?
1. Confess our sins.

a. I suspect that many of us may be shrinking away in shame right now. You may think that you’ve done too many horrible things to ever stand confident before the judgment seat. I know that this week, as I reflected upon the things which I will have to give an account for in my life, I began to feel anxious, fearful, and ashamed of my sin. 

b. As I wrestled with these thoughts, I was reminded of the wonderful promise which John had already made in his letter, 1 John 1:8 If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

c. As I confessed my sin to God and my wife, I began feeling less fearful of the final judgment, for this reason: At the judgment seat, when my sinful motives, words and works are revealed, and I am asked to give an account for them, I and God will not be astonished or shocked at my sin, because I have already revealed it to Him. I have figuratively removed the fig leaves, and come out of the darkness into the light, exposed my sin for what it is, confessed it, and asked for forgiveness. At the judgment seat, there will be not need to shrink away in shame when my sins are revealed, for I have already exposed them to God through confession.
d. Therefore, I think one way which we can confident at the judgment seat of Christ, is to keep short accounts with God now. When we sin, confess it, and receive the forgiveness which Christ offers. When these sins are revealed on the final day, we won’t be alarmed. Rather they will be revealed as sins which have been forgiven, and thereby they will be the occasion for giving glory to God for the richness of His grace.
e. A poignant question which I think we all need to ask ourselves is: when Christ returns, will you be ashamed of the things you’ve tried to hide from Him, or will you be confident that you are walking in the light by exposing and confessing your sin? Live with the end in mind.
2. Abide in Him
a. The other way which a believer can experience confidence in the presence of God and His judgment, is to abide. Throughout the letter, abiding is John’s favorite word used to describe the right relationship between a believer and God. Well how are we to abide?
b. Abide in Him by Abiding in His teachings
i. In 1 John 2:24, we saw that abiding in God means abiding in His teachings and the gospel. 1 John 2:24 As for you, let that abide in you which you heard from the beginning. If what you heard from the beginning abides in you, you also will abide in the Son and in the Father. 
ii. Therefore, abiding in Him means to remain faithful to the gospel and teachings of Christ which you have believed. The gospel being the good news that by His death and resurrection, Jesus Christ offers eternal life to everyone who will believe Him for it. The most apparent way to remain faithful to teachings of Christ is to study His word and apply it to our lives. When we do this, we will also be abiding in God’s love.
iii. John 15:10 "If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love; just as I have kept My Father's commandments and abide in His love.
iv. John also reiterates that abiding in God’s love will give us confidence in the day of judgment. 1 John 4:16 … God is love, and the one who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. 17 By this, love is perfected with us, so that we may have confidence in the day of judgment;
v. When Christ returns, will you be ashamed at how little you know of God and His word, or will you be confident that you have sought to understand and apply His word to your life in a relevant way? Live with the end in mind.
b. Besides abiding in Him through abiding in His teachings, John also assures us that we can abide in God through abiding in His Spirit.
i. 1 John 2:27 As for you, the anointing which you received from Him abides in you, and you have no need for anyone to teach you; but as His anointing teaches you about all things, and is true and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you abide in Him.

ii. Just as the Holy Spirit abides and remains in us, we are to abide and remain in the Holy Spirit. When Christ returns, will you be ashamed of how you have resisted the leading of His Spirit, or will you be confident that you sought to obey the Spirit’s guidance? Live with the end in mind.
c. Finally, we can abide in God by loving others through acts of service.
i. 1 John 3:17 But whoever has the world's goods, and sees his brother in need and closes his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in him? 

ii. The implied answer is: it doesn’t. The person who is not sacrificially giving to those in need, does not love them, and is not abiding in the love of God. 
iii. While Pastor Bob will explain more about this passage next week, it seems apparent that one way to abide in God and His love is to love others through meeting their needs. That is why John goes on to say:
iv. 18 Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth. 19 We will know by this that we are of the truth, and will assure our heart before Him

v. I think having our heart assured before Him is synonymous with being confident before the judgment seat of Christ. If we are abiding in Christ through loving others, we can be confident before the judgment seat. 

vi. When Christ returns, will you be ashamed at how you have neglected the needy, or will you be confident that you have given sacrificially? Live with the end in mind.
VII. Conclusion
1. So as believers, why should we resist the temptation to give into things which we know are wrong? Because of the sobering reality that one day we will see the King; we will all stand before Jesus Christ and have to render an account for our lives. John uses this future reality as a motivating factor for His audience to live a life which is pleasing to God. He wants them, as well as us, to live with the end in mind.
2. Would you pray with me?
a. Father, we are grateful to know that one day you will return. We are also grateful that you have not abandoned us, for you have given us your Spirit. I pray that your Spirit would continue to abide in us this week, giving us strength to abide in you so that we can one day stand confident before your judgment seat. Come Lord Jesus. AMEN.
