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Who do you know? Do you know somebody famous, rich, powerful, and influential? When I was a kid I was obsessed with baseball and my favorite baseball player was Darryl Strawberry. I would watch game after game where he would hit towering homeruns to win games for the New York Mets. When I was 12 years old I was in the Columbus, Ohio airport when I saw, less then 10 feet away from me, the Great Darryl Strawberry. I approached him, nervously asked for his autograph and told him that he was my favorite player. From that day on whenever my family and friends and I saw him on the news for his great baseball feets, or most often then not for his latest crime, I proudly bragged that I knew Darryl Strawberry. Not that I met him once in an airport, but that I knew him. 

As believers in Jesus Christ we often claim that we know Him. And in one sense we do, but in another we often do not.  In John 14 7-9 we see the disciples knowing Jesus in one sense and not in another. 

Jesus says “If you had known me, you would have known my Father also; and from now on you know Him and have seen Him.” “Lord, show us the Father, and it is sufficient for us,” was Philips reply. “Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known me Phillip? He who has seen me has seen the Father; so how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?” 

 

After ministering together, and living together for almost three years, Phillip and the other disciples knew Jesus. They knew him in one sense and not in another. As we will see this morning, knowing God is much broader then being born again by faith in Jesus Christ.

 

This morning I will continue where Pastor Bob has left off in the book of First John. The apostle John has been dealing with basic principles regarding fellowship with a God who is light and has absolutely no trace of darkness or sin. Pastor Bob taught us that we must walk openly before God and be prepared at all times to deal with and acknowledge any sin that we are made aware of. When we make mistakes, although we should take our sin seriously, we shouldn’t get to down on ourselves, but instead be thankful that we can rely on our advocate Jesus Christ who defends and comforts us, and has forgiven all who are His children.

This morning our text is I John 2:3-5 

 

3 Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments. 4 he who says, “I know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth in not in Him. 5 But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected in him. By this we know that we are in Him. 

 

Let’s begin with verse three

3 Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments.

            This verse is commonly taken and preached as a way of knowing whether somebody is really saved or not. This view however is in complete disagreement with the author, the apostle Johns, theology and writings about how one obtains eternal life or is saved.

 

The same author that wrote our text this morning wrote the gospel of John and wrote.

 

John 3:16

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that whoever believes in Him will not perish but have everlasting life. 

 

In John 5:24 John records what Jesus said “I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes Him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.

 

In John 6:47 again John records Jesus “I tell you the truth, he who believes has everlasting life.”

 

And there are numerous other passages in John’s writings that make it clear that salvation is by faith and not by obedience.

 

A response to this is that salvation is by faith but we can not know whether our faith is real unless we keep His commandments. 

 

This idea that Christians can believe in Christ without knowing whether or not they really believe just doesn’t make a lot of sense.

 

When Jesus made the statement about guaranteeing eternal life to every believer, He asked Martha, “Do you believe this?” John 11:25-26

 

Martha’s reply was “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who has come into the world.” John 11-27

 

Likewise in John 9:35 Jesus ask a blind man, “Do you believe in the Son of God?”

The man asks back, “Who is He, Lord that I may believe in Him?” Jesus responds probably non-chalantly, “You have both seen Him and it is He who is talking to you.” 

 

The man responds in verse 38, “Lord, I believe” 

Notice that he doesn’t respond “we’ll see how obedient I am to test whether I truly believe. Thanks Jesus, let’s wait and see.

 

I John 2:3 is not talking about the saving knowledge of Jesus. It is true that all believers do know God at one level. But at another level, the level of fellowship and obedience, a believer, who is saved, may not know his Lord. 

 

I was at a marriage conference and I heard the speaker say “Get to know your spouse.” Nobody misunderstood what the speaker was trying to convey. Of course the married couples already knew their spouses, the people at the conference probably had not married strangers, but what the speaker was conveying was, get to know you spouse in depth. 

 

Obedience helps us get to know Him. If we do not obey Him we do not really know Him. We don’t know how much he hates sin, we do not know how he rewards faithfulness, and maybe we do not even know what He has commanded us to do. We must get to know Him. In order to grow we must get to know our Lord. In fact that’s the big idea of this morning’s message. In order to grow you must get to know. 

 

When Gods commandments are kept with carefulness, the spiritual conditions are set right for the Father and Son to make themselves known to the obedient believer. No other believer or unbeliever can claim that kind of knowledge, as we see in verse 4

 

4 He who says, I know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.

 

Without obedience to God’s commandments, no person can honestly say that they have an intimate personal knowledge of the Lord. 

 

Getting to know Jesus in an intimate way is a privilege and a joy. I have greatly enjoyed seasons in my life when I have gotten to know Jesus in a deeper more personal way. However, this intimate knowledge of God is reserved for the obedient believer alone. Any claim to an intimate knowledge is a false claim if the person’s life is not a life of obedience to their Lords commandments. 

 

Continuing on with our text we read in verse 5:

 

5 But whoever keeps his word, truly the love of God is perfected in him, by this we know that we are in Him.

 

The apostle John is now observing that the person who keeps His word has a special experience of the love of God. 

 

The phrase “His word” is a common way of referring to His commandments. This implies that a body of instruction has been given to the church to teach to believers.  In the great Commission the apostles were instructed to teach future disciples to observe all things Jesus had commanded them. 

 

In the early church as we saw a few months ago in the book of Acts that it was a custom for believers to instruct and teach after a person had come to saving faith in Christ. 

 

So John tells us that the obedient Christian is a person who truly the love of God is perfected. The greek word translated for perfected (teteleiotai) suggest “Bringing to completion.”  In fact that is the vision statement of our church that every believer would be brought to completion in Christ.” God’s love for the believer is wonderful at the point of salvation. But its goal is not reached until the believer returns that love by obedience.  The result of that obedience is the believer knowing the deep, real, personal love of the Father and Son within them. 

 

You see when you believe in Jesus you have assurance of eternal life. You are a baby in the faith. Fellowship with God requires us to be open to the light and to have a willingness to acknowledge whatever sin that light reveals. Even a baby in the faith can do this and have a harmonious relationship with God. In time, the spiritual baby begins to learn God’s will by reading scripture and through prayer, if this believer then does what he has learned, the love of God begins to be perfected within them. That is my desire for myself and for you as well.

 

Verse five continues and say’s

By this we know that we are in Him.

 

The in Him is referring to the believer abiding in God which is similar to the abiding that a believer is told to do in John 15:1-

8 In this passage the vine and the braches are a metaphor for the relationship between a believer and the Lord. 

Unlike the salvation relationship, the relationship of a Christian disciple to his teacher can be lost. 

In John 15:6 Jesus say’s

“If anyone does not abide in me he is cast out as a branch.” The anyone means any disciple or believer since only a believer can abide in the first place. To be cast out as a branch means to lose the disciple/teacher relationship, not to lose eternal life.

 

In fact, later in chapter two of I John in verse 28 John says

I John 2:28

“And now, little Children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we may have confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming.” 

 

John’s phrase “in him” in verse 5 is a sense of abiding in him and experiencing the love of God being perfected in us as we abide.  

 

So why should we want to obey?

 

In John 15:4 on the night that He was betrayed, Jesus said.

“You are my friends if you do whatever I command you” 

Only a few people were ever specifically called friends of God in scripture but every single one of us have the opportunity to be called His friend. When we believe in Jesus we become Gods children, when we get to know God and we obey Him we are His friends. And Jesus promises us that he will reveal his teaching to his friends

In John 15:15 He says 

 “No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends and all things that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you.”

 

Are you honest and open about your sin before Christ? Are you keeping something back from him? Are you committed to do whatever He has commanded you to do, to tell others about Him, to love as you have been loved, to forgive as you have been forgiven? How is your language? Do walk the talk or just talk the talk? When was the last time you looked for an opportunity to serve? Only by being open and honest and by getting to know God and his desire for our lives can we grow in our relationship with Christ and be called His friend. In order to grow you must get to know.
 
Maybe you have never believed in Jesus for eternal life. The whole Bible sets the stage for and is the goods news of how somebody can obtain eternal life.

In Genesis 1 and 2 we see that 

God created us to be with him. 

In these two chapters God creates all of the universe and everything in it (Genesis 1:1), including the first man and woman, Adam and Eve. God created them with purpose. He called them to “be fruitful and multiply” (Genesis 1:28) and fill the earth with their offspring. 

God made Adam and Eve to be in complete fellowship with Him and with each other. Their nakedness (Genesis 2:25) represented the fact that they had no sin, no shame, and nothing to hide before God or each other. They regularly talked with God and had pure happiness and joy and no stress, rush hour traffic, or mortgage payments. It was during this time that they were living everyday as God intended, in right relationship with each other, God and His creation. The only command God gave to them was not to eat from the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

In the same way God made us to be in fellowship with Him. His original plan was that you and I were in absolute and perfect relationship with Him and with each other in total unity. God created us to be in harmony with all of heaven and all of earth. But that plan was ruined by one evil act thousands and thousands of years ago.

As we see in Genesis 3

 Our sin separated us from God. 
When Adam and Eve were tempted by Satan and ate of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil (Genesis 3:6), they committed the first human sin and they immediately became aware of their sin. They sewed fig leaves together to cover their shame and hid in the garden from God (Genesis 3:7,8). Now they were hiding from the one that they loved and used to fellowship with daily. Men and women have been hiding from God ever since, covering their sin and shame with the fig leaves of religion or philosophy.

God confronted them face to face. As a result of their sin there were immediate and future consequences. The immediate consequences were being banished from the garden (Genesis 3:23,24), having difficulty in childbirth, Mothers, you can blame Adam and Eve and being separated from God.  

The future consequence for Adam and Eve was physical death. God had promised in Genesis 2:17 that the day he sinned by eating of the fruit that he would “surely die.” Spiritually Adam and Eve died the day they sinned in the garden. Their souls became immediately polluted by sin and selfishness. As a result of their disobedience, all of their offspring, that includes everybody in this room, were born sinful and selfish. Through Adam every person ever born is born deprived and depraved, deprived of God’s fellowship and depraved to the core (Romans 5:12-14).

As we see in the rest of the O.T. Genesis 4-Malachi 4

Sins cannot be removed by good deeds. 

From the beginning humans have attempted to remove the stain of sin by good deeds. When Cain offered God vegetables as an appeasement for his sin God rejected it (Genesis 4:1-4). Cain was ticked offed and killed his brother Abel.
In Exodus, the second book of the Bible, God gave the 10 Commandments (Exodus 20:1-17), not to save them from their sin, but to show them that they couldn’t live up to his perfect standards on their own (Galatians 3:23-24). Instead of looking to Him in faith many of the Jews looked to themselves and thought they could please God in their own strength. But God saw their “righteous” deeds like filthy rags as we see in Isaiah 64:6. Even the best of their good deeds were corrupted by selfish motives.

In Leviticus, the third book of the Bible, God gave the Israelites the sacrificial system. Every time a Jew sinned he or she was to sacrifice a goat without any blemishes (Leviticus 4:27-31). What a bloddy mess, thank about it, if you were a Jew in the Old Testament and had to make a sacrifice every time you lied, lusted, gossiped, complained or argued you would soon run out of goats. Other offerings included offerings of bulls and sheep.

The sacrificial system was meant to point inward, upward and forward. It pointed inward to convince you of your sinfulness. If you were open and honest before God then you would quickly realize that you could never make enough sacrifices for your sin. There wouldn’t be enough animals or enough time. It pointed upward to make you trust in God for your salvation instead of sacrifices that you could make (Psalm 51:16,17). It pointed forward to the ultimate sacrifice of the lamb of God, Jesus Christ, who would someday come to take away the sin of the world (John 1:29).

The rest of the Old Testament tells the story of the Jewish people, some of whom realized they were sinners and needed God to save them (Psalm 51:1,2) and most of whom trusted in their own goodness instead of the wonderful grace of God (Isaiah 64:6).

 In Matthew, Mark and Luke the synoptic gospels, we see that

Paying the price for sin, Jesus died and rose again. 

When Jesus came to the earth he came as the fulfillment of the law (Matthew 5:17) and the ultimate sacrifice (Luke 24:45). He lived a life we could never live,  a perfect mistake free life and died in our place, for our sin. When he died upon the cross he screamed the words “It is finished” (John 19:30). What he meant by these three words was that the price for our sins was paid completely and in full. He was fully God and entirely man. As a perfect human he could die for other humans. As the true and living God his payment for sin was infinite.

Jesus rose from the dead three days after he was cruelly killed on the cross (Mark 16:6). He was seen by over 500 witnesses (I Corinthians 15:6) on at least 12 separate occasions over the course of forty days (Acts 1:3). Because he died our sins are paid for entirely and for eternity. Because he rose from the dead we know that Jesus was who he claimed to be, God in the flesh.

 In the books of John-Jude we see that 

Everyone who trusts in him alone has eternal life.

The amazing thing about eternal life is that it is a free gift given to us by God through faith alone and not by any of our good deeds (Ephesians 2:8,9). Jesus paid the price for our sins when he died on the cross and all we must do is receive the gift of forgiveness through faith. When we believe that Jesus died for our sins and trust in him alone we receive eternal life, are passed out of death into life and are guaranteed a home in heaven (John 5:24).

Eternal life is not obtained by coming to church or by being a good person but received through faith. It’s not a matter of trying but of trusting. When we believe we receive the forgiveness of sins and the gift of eternal life. Almost the entire New Testament is dedicated to talking about this eternal life and the implications of it in our day to day lives. From John through Jude the disciples of Jesus show us how to live like Jesus intended, Getting to know God and becoming more like Him, and as a result obeying his commands.

In Revelation 22:5 we see that Life that’s eternal means we will be with Jesus forever in heaven. 

Because Jesus died on the cross and rose from the dead we will be with Jesus forever in heaven. When we trust in Jesus we enter into a personal, permanent relationship with God called “eternal life.”

Part of the reality of eternal life is that it doesn’t start after you die but as soon as you believe. In John 10:10 we see that God intends for our lives to be abundant and full of joy. This eternal life is the joy of a real, exciting relationship with Jesus every single day through prayer, worship and obedience and they joy of knowing you have blessed others. 

The other part of the reality of eternal life is that all who have it with be with Jesus forever heaven someday. Once we receive it is ours forever and we are his forever, you can never lose it! 

For those of you have believed in Jesus for the first time this morning or have questions about what was discussed this morning, we want to know. We want to celebrate your new belief, answer questions, and help you grow. Please drop a connection card in the box or drop by the prayer room in the back where caring loving people are waiting to answer questions and encourage you.

I believed for the first time when I was 16 years old. I continued to make mistakes, both big and small, but I gradually got to know God better and better through Bible study, prayer and fellowship with other believers. As I got to know God I started obeying Him and experiencing the blessings that He had for me. I still make mistakes, if you don’t believe me, just ask my wife, but I know that in order to grow I must get to know God in depth. 

For those of you who have believed for the first time this morning or have believed for 50 years, you’ve heard the saying that life is all about who you know. Well although there can be great benefits to having connections… knowing the wealthiest and most powerful people is nothing in the big picture. But in another sense, it is true that life is all about who you know. Knowing God perfects our love for him and helps us grow in our relationship and in our obedience. In order to Grow you must get to know. Do you know God like I know Darryl Strawberry, just a brief conversation and memorization of a few of his stats, or do you know Him on a deeper level. I encourage you Get to know, so you can Grow. Let’s pray.
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

