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How to Experience God More Fully:

Thinking Rightly About the Bible, Part 2
A Study of 1 John 1:1-4
Characteristic of Completeness:  Authority of the Bible
Big Idea:  To apply God’s word is to experience His joy.
Related Scriptures:  John 15:10-11; 17:13-14; 1 Thessalonians 1:6;


Hebrews 12:1-2; James 1:2-3; 1 Peter 1:6-8; 3 John 1:4
Introduction:

A.
My message this morning is going to be much shorter than usual.  It’s shorter to allow plenty of time for us to pray.  You may know that, as part some new strategic initiatives at Moon Valley, we plan to periodically set aside a Sunday to focus on praying together.  This is the first one of those Sundays.
So don’t nod off; the message is going to be over before you know it.

B.
Last Sunday we began a two-part study of 1 John 1:1-4.  We focused on Verses 1 through 3.  This morning, in Part 2, we’re going to focus on Verse 4.

C.
But before we get to Verse 4, let me briefly recap what we covered last week.
1.
The key characteristic we talked about was the authority of the Bible.  That continues to be our key characteristic today.  In the introductory verses of his first epistle, the Apostle John talks about how God gets His word to us.  God does it through His apostolic witnesses.  As such, the writings of the New Testament reflect an exclusive apostolic authority.
2.
We used a handy diagram to visualize what John is saying in Verses 1 through 3.  The diagram is reprinted on your outline today.  Let’s walk through it.

a.
It begins with God who manifested or revealed life to the apostles.  This life is the Person and message of Jesus Christ.  It is called “the Word of life” and “eternal life” in the text.

b.
The apostles to whom this life was revealed were those who met two criteria:  They had witnessed the resurrected Jesus, and they were personally taught and commissioned by Jesus to declare this life to the world.
c.
According to John, the apostles and their close associates did indeed declare this life.  They declared it to those who received the letter we call First John.  So the transmission of God’s word to us goes like this:  God’s word comes from the Father and from the Son to the apostles.  And through the apostles, it comes to us.  Today we have God’s word written for us in the New Testament.
d.
Understanding this transmission is important because it is the basis for our fellowship with God.  John says, in effect, “Our fellowship with you is based on God’s word revealed to us.  And if you have fellowship with us, you have fellowship with God, because we, as apostles, speak for God.”
Jesus makes the same point in John 13:20.  Jesus says,
NKJ John 13:20 “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who receives whomever I send receives Me; and he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me.”
e.
John wanted to remind his readers of the exclusiveness of the apostolic message of Jesus Christ because some teachers of a form of mysticism called Gnosticism had infiltrated the church and were contradicting the apostolic message.
In effect, John is saying, “Don’t buy the Gnostic baloney.  The Gnostic teachers were not with Jesus.  They did not witness His resurrection.  They did not hear Him.  They did not see Him.  They did not touch Him.  They did not receive the message of eternal life directly from Jesus.  They did not receive a personal commission from Jesus to preach this life.  We, as apostles, did.  And we, as apostles, declare to you this life in the person and message of Jesus Christ—the life that we received from God Himself.  It is the very word of God—His message to us and declared to you.”
“Your fellowship with God is at stake.  You see, when we share a common faith in the Person and message of Jesus, we have fellowship with one another and we have fellowship with God.  The truth of God’s word is the basis of that fellowship.  If you forsake God’s word—if you fall into that Gnostic rubbish—you will forfeit fellowship with us.  And more importantly, you will forfeit fellowship with God because we speak for God.” 
That’s what I think John is saying in the 1 John 1:1-3.  So, the big idea of my message last Sunday was this:  To forsake God’s Word is to forfeit His fellowship.  To stray from the apostolic message about Jesus is to estrange yourself from God.  As a believer, you will not lose your salvation, but you will lose fellowship.  You cannot experience the abundant life of Christ if you abandon the canon of Scripture.  The truth revealed in Scripture is the basis for our fellowship with God and with one another.
I.
Now we come to 1 John 1:4.  It says,
NKJ 1 John 1:4 And these things we write to you that your joy may be full.

From this I derive the big idea of my message this morning.  It’s really just the converse of the big idea from last week.  It complements the negatively stated big idea from last week with a positively stated corollary.  Here’s the big idea this morning:  To apply God’s word is to experience His joy.
A.
Applying God’s word is the opposite of forsaking it.  To apply God’s word is not just to read it and know it, though that is necessary.  To apply God’s word is to put it into practice, to walk in the light of it, to live it, to allow it to transform your mind and your life.
B.
When that happens, there is fullness of joy.  And it’s not just any joy.  It’s actually His joy.  It’s the joy of the Lord.  It is His joy because it is the kind of joy that only comes from the Person and message of Jesus Christ.  It’s not available anywhere else.
On the night before Jesus was crucified, He explains how applying God’s word enables a believer to experience His joy.  In John 15:10-11, Jesus says,
NKJ John 15:10 “If you keep My commandments [that’s another way of saying, “If you apply God’s word”], you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love. 11 These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be full.”
C.
A question is raised concerning who actually experiences the joy.  The New King James Version that we’re using today indicates that it’s “your joy,” referring to joy experienced by the believing recipients of the letter of First John.  Some other English translations say it’s “our joy,” referring to joy experienced by the apostles.
Why are they different?  Well, some ancient manuscripts say, “your,” and other manuscripts say, “our.”  So, we’re not absolutely certain which one was originally written.  But it doesn’t really matter because we see that both are true elsewhere in Scripture.  Let me show you.
1.
We’ve already heard Jesus say in John 15 that believers will experience His joy when they apply His word.  That suggestion is corroborated when Jesus prays to the Father on behalf of His disciples later that evening.  In His prayer He links the application of the word of God with His joy that will be experienced by His disciples.  In John 17:13, Jesus prays to the Father,

NKJ John 17:13 “But now I come to You, and these things [the word of God] I speak in the world, that they may have My joy fulfilled in themselves. 14 I have given them Your word . . .”
That seems to support the New King James rendering of 1 John 1:4.  Those who apply God’s word will experience joy.

2.
But in 3 John 1:4, the Apostle John gives another perspective.  He says,

NKJ 3 John 1:4 I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth.

Here John is saying that he himself experiences joy when he hears that those whom he has led to Christ—his spiritual children—are applying God’s word, walking in truth.  This would support the “our joy” rendering of 1 John 1:4.
I can relate to John’s joy.  Friday night my wife and I had dinner with a couple who trusted Christ in our church some years ago.  They have small children.  While the children were playing and we nibbled on pizza at Chuck E. Cheese, the couple said they needed to rewrite their wills.  While the people to whom they would have originally entrusted their children would be able to provide well for them financially and educationally, they would not be able to fulfill what the couple now recognizes as the most important parenting job:  raising their children spiritually, according to the word of God.
It brought Cathy and me great joy to hear them say that.  So the application of the word of God not only brings joy to those who apply it, but it also brings joy to those mentors or spiritual parents who see it.

D.
Yet another question is raised about all this.  What exactly is the joy?  How can we define it?
1.
The dictionary definition of the word is not entirely helpful.  Look it up and you find synonyms like, “gladness,” “delight,” and “happiness.”  The problem is, our conception of these words is often circumstantial.  That is, we tend to think that joy is something that we experience when things are going our way.  We tend to think of joy as a kind of giddy, “yippee!” feeling we get when life is at its most pleasurable moments.  We think of joy as what lifelong Boston Red Sox fans just experienced last week when their team won the World Series.  That’s a great feeling.  But it’s not biblical joy.  It’s a superficial, temporary happiness tied to temporary circumstances.  It’s good, but it’s not biblical joy.
2.
In contrast, biblical joy has nothing to do with temporary circumstances.  It is an abiding peace, an inner contentment, a settled satisfaction, a joy so deep, so anchored, so solid, that troubles cannot touch it.  In fact, biblical joy seems most evident in the midst of hardship.  Biblical joy shines brightest when life circumstances cannot possibly explain it.

a.
Biblical joy and affliction can and do coexist.  Joy can blend with tears of anguish and cries of pain.  In 1 Thessalonians 1:6, the Apostle Paul says,

NKJ 1 Thessalonians 1:6 And you became followers of us and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Spirit
There are the two strange bedfellows:  affliction and joy.

b.
Biblical joy is bigger than affliction; it soars above pain in triumph.  Joy looks right through pain to a glorious future.  How was Jesus able to endure the pain and humiliation and abandonment of the crucifixion?  Joy.  Joy got Him through it.  Hebrews 12:2 says,

NKJ Hebrews 12:2 . . . for the joy that was set before Him [He] endured the cross . . .
c.
Biblical joy is not only bigger than pain and trials.  Such joy actually welcomes trials as tools—tools in the hands of a loving God who is shaping us for our good and His glory.  James 1:2-3 says,

NKJ James 1:2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience.

d.
Biblical joy defies explanation.  It eludes all of our definitions.  It is at once unmistakable and unsearchable.  The world can see it, and believers can experience it, but we can’t quite explain it.  It’s inexpressible.  First Peter 1, Verses 6 and 8 say,

NKJ 1 Peter 1:6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials. . . 8 . . . Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible . . .
II.
To apply God’s word is to experience His joy.  Such joy is not automatic.  It comes from applying God’s word to our life situations.  What exactly does that look like?  Let me give you an example.
Last Thursday, Andrew Gough, a 24-year-old member of our church family, died of cancer, leaving behind his young widow, Jaime.  Joyful is probably not a word that springs to mind to describe the situation.  And yet, biblical joy prevailed.
Last Sunday, the doctors stopped trying to fight the cancer and said that Andrew would no live for long.  That afternoon, I was with Andrew and Jaime in his hospital room.  I said, “I am so sorry that you are having to go through this.  I wish I could explain why this is happening, but I can’t.  I don’t have a lot of answers.  But I do know one thing.  I know where you are.  You’re squarely in the palm of God’s hand.”
How could I say such a thing?  Because Jesus gave His word to the Apostle John, and John, in turn, wrote His word to us.  I read it.  Andrew and I applied it.
NKJ John 10:27 “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. 28 “And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand. 29 “My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of My Father’s hand.”
There was affliction.  There was anguish.  I cried all the way home from the hospital.  I can’t imagine what it was like for Andrew and Jaime.  And yet, there was a joy inexpressible.  It came as we applied God’s word with the help of the Holy Spirit.
On the day before he died, I was again with Andrew.  I sat on his bed beside him.  I held his hand.  He was gaunt.  His breathing was labored; his voice, weak and raspy.  He said to me peacefully, “I’m ready to go.  I want to be with my Lord.”  How could he say such a thing, struck down in the prime of his life?  Because God gave His word to the Apostle Paul, and Paul, in turn, wrote His word to us.  I read it.  It’s what Andrew was claiming and applying.
NLT Philippians 1:20 For I live in eager expectation and hope . . . that my life will always honor Christ, whether I live or I die. 21 For to me, living is for Christ, and dying is even better. 22 Yet if I live, that means fruitful service for Christ. I really don't know which is better. 23 I'm torn between two desires: Sometimes I want to live, and sometimes I long to go and be with Christ. That would be far better for me
I can’t explain it.  But there was joy.  His joy.  Joy inexpressible.  To apply God’s word is to experience His joy.
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