PAGE  
2

How We Fit Into God’s Plan:

Living in God’s Family
A Study of Acts 2:42-47
Characteristic of Completeness:  Biblical Community
Big Idea:  We Huddle Up to Head Out.
Related Scriptures:  Acts 5:19, 28; 1:8; 1 Corinthians 11:26; Acts 4:29; Ephesians 2:20; 2 Corinthians 12:12; Hebrews 2:3-4;


John 13:35; Acts 3:11 & 5:12 cf. John 10:23-28
Introduction:

A.
Like it or not, football season has arrived.  In fact, I just went down to Tucson yesterday to go to a football game with my dad who lives there.
As I was watching the football game, I noticed something.  After just about every play, the players on each team huddled up.  My keen observational and deductive skills led me to conclude that, hey, the huddle must be an important part of the game.

Then I got to thinking.  What if the players on any given team began to overemphasize the huddle?  Clearly the huddle is important.  Nobody’s arguing that.  But what if the huddle somehow became a little too important?  What if the players began to think that the goal of the game was to enjoy the huddle?  What would that look like?
Let’s listen in on an imaginary huddle of football players.

One player says, “You know, this huddle is such a welcome respite from the harshness of this game.  Let’s linger.”
Another says, “I’m with you.  It’s painful out there.  I don’t want to get hurt.”

Another says, “Is it just me, or are these outfits uncomfortable?  Mine is kind of hiking up on me.  And can we sit?
“No way,” says another, “I’m not sitting on the grass.  Too itchy.  I have allergies.”

Another observes, “Hey, we’ve just been penalized for delay of game.  We’re losing ground.”

Another says, “Relax.  What’s more important, losing a few measly yards, or losing our serenity?  We need to make sure we’re centered, and in a healthy place, before we head out.  Let’s enjoy our fellowship and study the plays some more—I mean really go deep.  We could even do some play memory drills.  Can anybody recite Play 3:16?”

Another says, “But look at coach.  He’s jumping up and down trying to tell us something.  I can see the vein on his forehead from here.  I think he really wants us to play.”
Another says, “Think about it.  Huddles are an important part of the game.  Therefore, we are playing.  And don’t you think it’s coach’s will that we be happy?  That’s his desire isn’t it?  So, if we are playing and we are happy in the huddle, what’s the problem?”
What’s is the problem with these silly players?  The problem is, the goal of football is not to enjoy the huddle.  The huddle is important, but it is merely an important means to an even more important end.
B.
The followers of Christ are like the players in football.  Huddling is an important part of what we do.  Huddling is doing life together.  We’re huddling together right now.  It’s important.  We huddle in smaller groups or one-on-one during the week.  It’s important.  In fact, huddling is so important that it’s one of the key characteristics of completeness that we want to build into our lives at Moon Valley.  Only we don’t call it huddling; we call it biblical community.  Biblical community can be one of the most fulfilling things imaginable.  But it’s not our ultimate goal.  It’s an important means to an end.
Our ultimate goal is not to enjoy the huddle.  We huddle up for a higher purpose.  We huddle up to head out.  That’s the big idea of my message this morning:  We huddle up to head out.
To head out means to be a witness for Jesus Christ.  To head out means to engage our world.  To head out means to tell other people about the great things Jesus has done.  To head out means to go and make disciples.  To head out means to reach another generation with the simple, life-changing good news that by His death and resurrection for our sins, Jesus offers us the free gift of eternal life, if only we will believe Him for it.

When we begin to lose sight of this goal to head out, it is easy to be content to huddle up.  And when huddling up replaces heading out, we can become as silly and ineffective as the example I gave.  I’m afraid the church in America is stuck in the huddle.  I’m afraid you and I may be stuck in the huddle.
C.
This morning I want to show you how the very first, pure, unadulterated church huddled up to head out.  We’re going to look at a beautifully winsome example of biblical community.  Today we come to Acts 2:42-47.  It’s a famous passage that describes the ingathering of the first church in Jerusalem.

Let me provide a little historical context.  You may recall that Jesus had been crucified just weeks earlier.  He rose from the dead and appeared to His disciples over a period of 40 days, teaching them how they were to be His witnesses, and telling them to wait for the Holy Spirit to come, who would empower them to be His witnesses.  Jesus ascended to heaven.  Then, at Pentecost, the Holy Spirit came in a miraculous way, creating an opportunity for the Apostle Peter to share the good news of Jesus Christ, and three thousand people were saved.  It is these believers who were a part of the ingathering in Acts 2.

Though it’s called the ingathering, we’re going to see how “outgoing” was always in view.  I want you to see how they huddled up to head out.  Let me read the text one time through.  Then we’ll study it more carefully.
NKJ Acts 2:42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. 43 Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were done through the apostles. 44 Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, 45 and sold their possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need. 46 So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.

That’s our text.  Now let’s work our way through it from the beginning.

I.
One way the first church huddled, according to Verse 42, is that . . .
NKJ Acts 2:42 . . . they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine . . .

What does this mean?  I want to suggest to you that two things were involved.  The word, “doctrine” comes from the Greek word, didakay.  It is often translated, “teaching.”  It has two basic meanings.  In one sense, the word describes the content of teaching.  In another sense, it describes the act of teaching (Thayer).

Let me illustrate the distinction.  Some of you know that I am a mentor to a young man on our staff named Lorne Zelyck.  He’s attending seminary and he has taught a number of times in my place here on Sunday morning.  If I were to say that Lorne continues steadfastly in my teaching, I could mean one of two things, or maybe both.  On the one hand, I could mean that Lorne is attentive to the content of my teaching.  That is, he is listening and learning and applying my teaching.  That is true, I hope.  On the other hand, I could also mean that Lorne is following me in the act of teaching.  That is, he is also teaching in much the same way that I do.  That is also true, I know.

If these are the two possibilities, how are we to understand Verse 42?

A.
The translation I happen to be using for this message, the New King James Version, takes it to mean that the early disciples followed the content of the apostle’s teaching.  They listened and learned.  I presume that’s the reason the word is translated, “doctrine,” because “doctrine” more clearly suggests content.
This is the most common interpretation; it’s the one I’ve always heard; it makes sense; and I think it’s correct.  After all, the early church had thousands of brand new believers that needed to understand and apply the apostles’ teaching.  The modern application of this is that we, too, as believers, need to study the apostles’ teaching that comes to us in the form of the New Testament.  Indeed, that is a very prominent way in which we huddle at Moon Valley.  In many ways, we are a teaching church.  We put a lot of effort into teaching.
That is a very good thing.  And it can be a dangerous thing.  You see, teaching churches can get stuck in the huddle.  We can huddle up, study the Bible, feel good about the new stuff that we learned, and go home and not do a thing about it.  We can get to thinking that our goal is to huddle and study.  In the analogy of football, we study the plays.  But when do we break the huddle and run them?
B.
I want to suggest to you that to continue steadfastly in the apostles’ teaching not only means to huddle up and study, but it also means to head out and evangelize.  I think Verse 42 is saying that the disciples not only followed the apostles in the content of their teaching, but I think it is also suggests that the disciples followed the apostles in the very act of teaching—teaching that involved sharing the good news of Jesus Christ with unbelievers.
This may sound ridiculous.  How in the world could new converts know enough to teach like the apostles?  In order to answer that question, we need to have an idea of what the apostles were teaching.  What was the apostles’ teaching?  The general context gives us some good clues.
Shortly after this ingathering in Acts 2, Chapters 3, 4, and 5 describe the apostles preaching the good news to unbelievers in the Jewish temple.  The Jewish High Priest got upset about it, told the apostles to stop talking about Jesus, and he threw the apostles in prison.  While in prison, we are told that an angel of the Lord appeared to the apostles.  The angel freed them and gave them a command.  Acts 5:19-21 says,
NKJ Acts 5:19 But at night an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and brought them out, and said, 20 “Go, stand in the temple and speak to the people all the words of this life.” 21 And when they heard that, they entered the temple early in the morning and taught.

I want you to notice a couple of things here.  First, the angel commanded the apostles to “stand in the temple and speak to the people all the words of this life.”  “The people” refers to the general public, which would have included mostly unbelieving Jews (Friberg).  The phrase, “the words of this life” refers to the message of eternal life that we considered last week:  By His death and resurrection for our sins, Jesus alone offer us the free gift of eternal life, if only we will believe Him for it.  So, the angel was basically commanding the apostles to continue to proclaim this good news of Jesus Christ to unbelievers.  The angel was commanding them to evangelize.
Now notice how the apostles obeyed.  Verse 21 says,

NKJ Acts 5:21 And when they heard that, they entered the temple early in the morning and taught.
The word, “taught” is verbal form of the word “teaching” or “doctrine” back in Acts 2:42.  So it appears that, in this context, to teach means to evangelize.  The apostles’ teaching centered on the simple message of eternal life—the good news of Jesus shared with unbelievers.  Today, we often view teaching and evangelism as entirely different things.  The Bible does not always make that distinction.  The response of the high priest corroborates this.  You see, the High Priest got pretty upset about the apostles getting out of prison and continuing to evangelize, only he didn’t use the word “evangelize.”  In Acts 5:28, the Priest says to the apostles,
NKJ Acts 5:28 . . . “Did we not strictly command you not to teach in this name? And look, you have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring this Man’s blood on us!” [Emphasis mine]
The Priest used the same words, “teach” and “doctrine.”  And he described the doctrine as something that would “bring this Man’s blood on us.”  What doctrine or teaching would that be?  It’s the simple message:  By His death and resurrection for our sins, Jesus alone promises us the free gift of eternal life, if only we will believe Him for it.  In this context, that was the apostles’ doctrine.  That was at the core of their teaching.
If that is true, then, let’s look back at Verse 42 and reconsider a question posed earlier.  Would new believers also be able to “teach” the way the apostles did?  Is it reasonable to expect that the new believers continued steadfastly in the apostles’ act of teaching?  Did they share the good news of Jesus with unbelievers, just as the apostles did?  After huddling up, would the new believers be able and even obligated to head out?  Absolutely.  And I believe they did.  And so should we.

We huddle up to head out.
II.
Another way the first church huddled, according to Verse 42, is that . . . 
NKJ Acts 2:42 . . . they continued steadfastly in . . . fellowship . . .
A.
“Fellowship” has become a Christian buzz word.  We often use it to describe just about any time Christians huddle up and talk to each other.  Is that what Christian fellowship is?  If we huddle up for lunch after the services today, would we be fellowshipping?  Or would that just be socializing?  What’s the difference?  Is fellowshipping just a “churchy” way of saying socializing?
The Greek word for “fellowship” is koinonia.  And it’s much more than just socializing.  One of the most useful one-word definitions I’ve found in various Greek lexicons is this:  koinonia is partnership (Liddell & Scott).  Biblical fellowship is partnership.  Partnership raises an important question:  Partnership in what?  If two of us were to say to a third person, “We’re partners,” what’s the third person likely to wonder?  What’s business are you in?  What venture are you undertaking?  What’s your mission?  What are you trying to accomplish?”  I would argue that, without a common God-given purpose, what we call fellowship is just socializing.  Huddling up with no view to heading out is not the kind of fellowship the early church shared.
Take the example of football.  Let’s assume that the picture on the screen depicts the players in the huddle of a good football team.  Would they be having fellowship?  I think so.  Because they share a common goal given to them by their coach.  They’re all partners on a team.  They huddle up to head out.  They want to win.
On the other hand, let’s assume that the picture on the screen depicts some people we randomly selected from the streets of Phoenix—people whom we asked to put on football uniforms, to stand in a circle and talk.  Would they be having fellowship?  I don’t think so.  Because they don’t share a common goal.  They don’t really know why they huddle.
There’s a third possibility.  Let’s assume that the picture on the screen depicts players on a team who share a common goal, but their goal is to enjoy the huddle.  They have no particular interest in heading out; they just want to huddle up.  Is that true fellowship?  I would argue that it’s not.  I would call it fake fellowship.  You see they have a purpose, but it’s not the purpose the coach had in mind.  The one who created the team is the only one who can determine the true purpose of the team.

B.
This all raises an important question:  What was the common goal of the believers in the early church as they huddled?  What did their Coach give them as their purpose?  The context makes it clear.  Jesus Himself gave these believers their marching orders.  Jesus said in Acts 1:8,
NKJ Acts 1:8 “. . . you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”
It’s this mission that unified them.  It’s this goal that caused them to huddle up in preparation.  It’s this goal that deepened their fellowship, encouraging them to love and help one another because they’re all players on the same team with the same goal.  Different talents.  Different personalities.  Different positions.  Different assignments.  Same goal.  Be witnesses.  Reach another generation.
We huddle up to head out.
III.
Another way the first church huddled, according to Verse 42, is that . . . 

NKJ Acts 2:42 . . . they continued steadfastly . . . in the breaking of bread . . .

A.
This may simply mean that they shared meals together.  It more likely refers to sharing the Lord’s Supper, also known as communion.  If there was ever a time that Christians really huddled up, it was to observe the breaking of bread or the Lord’s Supper.  It was to be observed by believers only—believers who would eat some bread representing Christ’s body, and drink some wine representing Christ’s blood shed for them.  The Lord Himself instituted this ordinance for His followers to observe.
We still observe it today.  During communion we huddle up and remember what Jesus has done for us.  We huddle up and examine ourselves before God.  We huddle up, and the focus is on Jesus and our relationship to Him as believers.  I love huddling up for communion.
B.
I want you to see, however, that even in the huddle of communion, there is a view to heading out.  Notice what the Apostle Paul says about communion in 1 Corinthians 11:26.  He says,
NKJ 1 Corinthians 11:26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death till He comes.

To “proclaim” means “to make known in public with implication of broad dissemination” (BDAG).  The proclamation of “the Lord’s death” is telling people that Jesus died and rose again for our sins as the basis for His promise of eternal life to all who believe.  So, even in huddling up for communion, there is still a view to heading out with the good news.

Huddling up is important.  Huddling up is good.  Huddling up is rich and enjoyable.  But, we huddle up to head out.

IV.
Yet another way the first church huddled, according to Verse 42, is that . . .

NKJ Acts 2:42 . . . they continued steadfastly . . . in prayers.

A.
This immediately raises the question:  What were they praying about?  We’re not told exactly.  But put yourself in their sandals.  What would you be praying?  You’ve been commissioned by Jesus to be His witnesses, starting in Jerusalem.  Jerusalem was the place where the people had called for the crucifixion of Jesus just weeks earlier.  It wasn’t exactly politically correct to be talking to unbelieving Jews about Jesus in Jerusalem.  It was a daunting situation.
What would you be praying for in that situation?  Would you be praying for Aunt Vera’s bursitis?  Would you be praying that you could successfully refinance your home at a lower interest rate?  Would you be asking God to clear up your sinuses?

I don’t know about you, but I’d be begging for some help!  I’d be praying something like, “Lord, I’m your man.  Thank you for saving me.  I’m willing to be Your witness.  But I need some help big time.  Where do I start?  Give me an opportunity.  But, please, please give me the courage to take it.  This is scary.  I need some boldness, Lord.  I need boldness!”  That’s what I’d be praying.
B.
Is that what they were praying?  We don’t know for sure.  But I decided to search for the very first recorded prayer following this ingathering in Acts 2 to see if that would provide any clues.  I didn’t have to go very far.  The first recorded prayer is in Acts 4.  Acts 4 tells us that the Sanhedrin—the ancient Jewish version of the Supreme Court—threatened Peter and John, ordering them to stop telling people about Jesus.  
We are told that Peter and John returned to a group of believers and told them what had happened.  Then they huddled up and prayed to God for help.  Listen to their prayer in Acts 4:29.  They prayed,
NKJ Acts 4:29 “Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all boldness they may speak Your word”
They prayed that God would help them.  They prayed for boldness in being witnesses.  Is that what we’re praying for?  Would you say that, in the main, our prayers are for God to empower us to fulfill His agenda on earth?  “Lord, help me to be your witness.”  “Lord, give me an opportunity to tell somebody the good news.”  “Lord, give me the boldness to seize the opportunities as You present them.”  You might call these “heading-out” prayers.

Or would you say that, more often, our prayers are for God to bless us and our agenda?  “Lord, please heal my pain.”  “Lord, please bail me out of this financial situation.”  “Lord, I want to experience You more.”  You might call these “huddling-up” prayers.  Nothing wrong with huddling up, as long as it’s with a view to heading out.  Because God does not empower any agenda but His own.
We huddle up to head out.

V.
Continuing in our text, Verse 43 says,
NKJ Acts 2:43 Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were done through the apostles.

A.
I take the “fear” to be a kind of awesome wonder.  It came upon “every soul,” meaning believers and unbelievers alike were amazed.  A big part of their amazement came from the wonders and signs that the apostles did.  The wonders and signs included miraculously healing people of illnesses.
Other places in Scripture tell us that the wonders and signs were enabled and used by God to authenticate the message and unique role of the apostles as the foundation of the church (Ephesians 2:20; 2 Corinthians 12:12; Hebrews 2:3-4).  The Greek word for “sign” describes “a miraculous event contrary to the usual course of nature and intended as a pointer or means of confirmation” (Friberg).  A “wonder” is “something so unusual it arouses close observation” (Friberg).
B.
Is God able to do miraculous signs and wonders through His people today?  Certainly, He can.  Nothing is impossible with God.  Nevertheless, I believe there is a more common way in which God authenticates His message.  There is indeed “something so unusual” about believers that “it arouses close observation.”  At least there should be.  Jesus says in John 13:35,
NKJ John 13:35 “By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”
Jesus is speaking of an extraordinary kind of love for one another that believers should demonstrate.  It is to be so extraordinary that it authenticates the good news of Jesus Christ.  We huddle up to love one another, to meet each others needs, to serve one another sacrificially.  When that happens, there is nowhere on earth quite like the huddle.  It is a gift from God.  But we should never get stuck in the huddle.  Heading out is always in view.  Our love for one another is not just something to be enjoyed; it is also something God uses to authenticate the good news of Jesus Christ to a dying world.
We huddle up to head out.

VI.
Continuing in our text, Verses 44 and 45 say,
NKJ Acts 2:44 Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, 45 and sold their possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need.
These verses represent a really intriguing form of asset management, but I’m going to skip them this morning.  We’re going to cover them next Sunday.
VII.
Verses 46 and 47 say,
NKJ Acts 2:46 So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. . . .
A.
When I thought about these verses, I asked myself, “What were these believers doing in the Jewish temple every day?”  Well, they were still Jews.  They had not renounced their Jewish roots; they had merely discovered the Jewish Messiah.  So it would not be so unusual to find them in the temple, worshipping the God of their fathers, the God of the Hebrew Scriptures, the God who came in the Person of Jesus the Christ.

But, I suspect that they were doing more than worshipping every day in the temple.  They didn’t go to the temple just to huddle up.  They went to head out.  Some of the words used to describe their temple appearances give us some clues.
1.
The word, “continuing” is one that has come up in previous weeks as we have worked our way through the first two chapters of Acts.  You may recall, it’s the word that describes waiting for the serve.  It’s the word that describes being constantly focused and ready for something.  In this context, I think it means to be ready to witness when God brings the opportunity.

2.
We’ve seen the term, “one accord” before also.  It means to be of one mind.  In what way were the believers of one mind?  They were united in their purpose to be witnesses.  So, I believe those early Christians went to the temple to tell unbelieving Jews about Jesus, the Messiah.
3.
Acts 3:11 and Acts 5:12 reveal that a place in the temple called Solomon’s Porch or Portico was a favorite meeting place, and in that place, the believers in the first church evangelized their Jewish brethren.  Which got me to thinking.  Why Solomon’s Porch?
Let’s take a look at where Solomon’s Porch is in the temple.  This is a photo of the temple of that day.  It’s actually a small-scale model of what we think it looked like because the real thing was destroyed in A.D. 70.  Notice the people standing in the upper right corner of the photo, confirming that this is indeed a small-scale model.
We’re facing the west wall of the temple.  To give you an idea of just how big this was, the temple courts covered about 40 acres, and could accommodate thousands and thousands of people.  Some have estimated a capacity crowd to be about 210,000.  If you’re a fisher of men, this is a very big pond.
Now let me zoom in on the center of the temple area identified by the red square.  Solomon’s Porch was along the inside of the east wall of the temple.  That’s where the disciples would often hang out.  Why there?  We don’t know for sure.  It certainly would have afforded easy access to people in the temple courtyard.  And it would have been perfect for addressing large crowds.
But one other possibility intrigues me.  You see, Solomon’s Porch is mentioned only one other time outside of Acts.  Less than two years earlier, Jesus Himself had spoken to the people from Solomon’s Porch.  It was from Solomon’s Porch that Jesus had affirmed that He is the Christ.  It was from Solomon’s Porch that Jesus identified Himself as the Giver of eternal life.  John 10:23-30 records it.
NKJ John 10:23 And Jesus walked in the temple, in Solomon’s porch. 24 Then the Jews surrounded Him and said to Him, “How long do You keep us in doubt? If You are the Christ, tell us plainly.” 25 Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in My Father’s name, they bear witness of Me. 26 “But you do not believe, because you are not of My sheep, as I said to you. 27 “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. 28 “And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand.”
With Jesus having spoken these words in that very spot, Solomon’s Porch would have been a fitting place to huddle up so that they could head out, just as Jesus did, to proclaim the good news.
VIII.
Finally, Verse 47 says,
NKJ Acts 2:47 . . . And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.
A.
Notice that it doesn’t say that the church held special evangelistic crusades every now and then.  The church, the people of God were about the business of God daily.  At home.  At school.  In the neighborhood.  On the street.  On the job.  Their call to be witnesses defined them.  Every day new believers were being added to the huddle.  And they huddled up, only to head out again.  That’s what we do.  We huddle up to head out.

B.
Last week, we prayed, asking God for an opportunity to be His witnesses—to share the good news.   We asked God to bring to mind a specific person or a specific place.  As the Holy Spirit brought them to mind, we recorded the names and places on the Connection Cards on your chairs.  We brought them up front, and we prayed for them last Sunday.  And we’ve been praying for them ever since.
This morning, we want to keep it going.  In a moment, I’m going to pray.  When I finish, the Worship Team is going to play a number of songs.  As the music is played, I invite you to do a number of things.
1.
First, I invite you to continue to pray for opportunities and boldness in reaching the people and places the Holy Spirit has put on our hearts.  Feel free to come to the front and kneel if you like.  Not for show or because it’s required.  For some of you kneeling up front may simply be a good way to presenting yourself to God as His witness, telling Him that you’re available for Him to use you to reach the people and places that He brings.
2.
Second, I invite you to add names and places, as the Holy Spirit brings them to mind.  Just jot them down on a Connection Card, bring them up front, and put them in one the baskets.

3.
Finally, we’d like you to tell us what God has done.  If in answer to our prayers, God opened up an opportunity for you last week, we’d like to hear about it.  Just put your name on the card and write the word, “story” on it.  No need to write out the whole story this morning; just jot down a way for us to reach you, by phone or email, so that we can contact you to hear the story.  We want to be encouraged by what God is doing.
Your story needn’t be miraculous.  Mine isn’t.  Last week, an opportunity came to me.  I got to talk with somebody about Jesus, and I popped the question:  “Have you believed in Jesus for eternal life?”  The guy explained that he already had.  No miraculous conversion, but it counts.  I prayed for the opportunity.  It came.  I spoke.  The results are up to God.  Who knows how God might use my words, even in the life of someone who says he already believes.
A fellow elder, Larry Hansen, told me of an opportunity God brought him last week.  The Holy Spirit had brought to mind a neighbor.  One day, Larry drove by the neighbor’s house and thought about stopping by, but talked himself out of it.  The next day, Larry was home and the doorbell rang.  Guess who?  It was that same neighbor.  That neighbor had never come to Larry’s door before.  But Larry prayed and God brought him.  Larry had an opportunity to talk with him about the good news of Jesus Christ.  No miraculous conversion, but it counts.  Larry prayed for an opportunity.   It came.  He spoke.  Who knows how God will use it.
So, tell us what God has done.  Let’s pray.

Now, let’s huddle up so we can head out.
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