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How We Fit Into God’s Plan:
Proclaiming the Good News
A Study of Acts 2:22-41
Characteristic of Completeness:  Discipleship
Big Idea:
A simple cast can net a miraculous catch.
Related Scriptures:  Matthew 4:19; 28:19; John 5:24; 6:47; 3:16;


1 Corinthians 15:1-5; John 3:36; Ephesians 1:13-14; John 11:25-27; Acts 10:43-48
Introduction:

A.
The year is AD 30.  Peter is a fisherman.  Peter is fishing one night with his crew.  They fish at night when the fish rise to feed on the surface, before the morning sun drives them deep beneath the reach of their nets.  They fish all night and catch nothing.
At dawn, they start for home.  As they approach the shore, the wake of their boats and the dip of their oars make the only ripples on the bay.  They hear the voice of Jesus carry across the water as He teaches many people on the beach who have come for fish.  Tired and embarrassed, they drag their boats ashore and begin to pick the silt and seaweed from their empty nets.

Then Jesus comes and asks Peter to take Him by boat out a little way from the shore so He can address the people.  The bay serves as a kind of auditorium.  The smooth water carries His voice to the people.  Peter sits in the boat and listens.
When Jesus finishes speaking to the people, He asks Peter to row out into deeper water and to cast the net for a catch.  Peter says, incredulously, “Master, we worked hard all night and caught nothing.”  Peter is thinking this is foolish and embarrassing.  It is the wrong day to fish; they had fished all night and caught nothing.  It is the wrong time to fish; when the sun is out the fish are too deep.  And it is the wrong place to fish like an amateur—in this fishing town, where everyone will know just how foolish it is.

But Peter casts the net.  He’s embarrassed.  He avoids eye contact with anyone.  He stares at the net as it sinks slowly.  Peter begins to retrieve the net.  At first he thinks that maybe he’s more tired than he thought.  The net is heavy in his hands.  Then suddenly the net comes alive and begins jumping through his hands.  The water’s surface begins to swirl then splash with fish.  The net is so full of fish that it begins to break.  It’s a miraculous catch.
B.
This biblical account of the miraculous catch provides a great picture of what we’ve been talking about for the past month.  For the past month, I’ve been talking about our purpose in life as believers in Jesus Christ.
1.
Jesus has given us our primary purpose in life.  Jesus wants us to be fishers of men (Matthew 4:19).  That is, He wants us to be His witnesses.  Jesus wants us as believers to tell other people about Him so that they might become believers, too.  This is the major work of a disciple of Jesus.  Jesus says we are to make disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:19).  So, my message this morning is really about discipleship because discipleship is about becoming fishers of men.

2.
Our part, as fishers of men, is really very simple.  We wait and listen for God’s call to cast the net.  And when He calls, we cast.  That is, we tell people the good news of Jesus Christ with the intent of “catching” them to believe in Jesus.
C.
If it’s so simple, what makes it seem so hard?  This past week, I asked myself, why am I so hesitant to cast the net?  When opportunities arise, why am I so afraid to tell people about Jesus?

When God calls me to cast the net, sometimes it’s hard for me for the same reason it was hard for Peter:  I think to myself, “This isn’t going to work and I’m going to be embarrassed.”  Isn’t that what Peter was thinking?  When Jesus called him to cast the net, he didn’t think it was going to work and he thought he would be embarrassed.  I suffer from the same anxiety Peter suffered.  Unless I miss my guess, you do, too.
D.
This morning, I want to get over it.  At least I want to take some steps in that direction.  And I’m going to try to do it in two ways.

1.
First, I want to simplify your view of casting the net.  I suspect some of you think it’s more complicated than it really is.  I want you to see how truly simple it is to be a witness.  I’m not saying it’s always easy.  But, it’s so simple it’s liberating.
2.
Second, I want to magnify  your view of God’s role in bringing the catch.  I suspect that our expectations are way too low in witnessing.  We forget about the power of the Holy Spirit who is at work in us and in the people to whom we witness.  We forget that it’s God who brings the catch; we don’t.  And God is able to do the impossible.  He can turn our simple message into a miraculous catch.  In fact, that’s the big idea of this message:  A simple cast can net a miraculous catch.  Against all odds and against all logic, a simple cast can net a miraculous catch, when God is involved.

I.
First, let’s look at how simple it is to cast the net.  Casting the net is presenting the good news of Jesus Christ with a view to seeing people believe.

A.
Earlier, I said that I suspect some of you think sharing the message of Jesus is more complicated than it really is.  Let me mention some things that may contribute to the confusion.
1.
First of all, if you look in the Bible at all the instances where Jesus talked to people about Himself in the gospels, and you look at all the instances where Peter and Paul talked to people about Jesus in Acts, you find that no two approaches are exactly alike.  Even comparing talks from the same person reveals significant differences from one occasion to the next.

2.
On top of this, that which is popularly preached today is not always helpful.

a.
For example, it is fairly common to tell others that, in order to become a Christian, you must ask Jesus into your heart.  This sounds nice.  But it is thoroughly unbiblical.  There’s not a shred of Scripture to support it.
b.
Also, it is fairly common for people to pray to receive Christ.  This also sounds nice.  But no one in the Bible ever prayed to receive Christ.  And there is no “sinner’s prayer” in the Bible.
c.
I don’t say these things to condemn those of you who have ever talked about asking Jesus into your heart or praying to receive Christ.  I’ve talked that way myself.  I’m just making the point that not all Christian talk is biblical; sometimes we complicate things.
B.
Today we’re going to be looking at how the Apostle Peter proclaimed the good news of Jesus Christ in Acts 2:22-41.  What I want to do is isolate the kernels in Peter’s speech that seem to be especially important.  I want to try to identify the core of the Christian message.  I want to try to identify the key ingredients of our message to the world.

I believe there is great freedom and flexibility in talking to people about Jesus.  That’s why no two approaches in the Bible are exactly the same.  Different audiences and different occasions call for different approaches.  And the Holy Spirit moves us through these different approaches.  But the core content of the good news of Jesus Christ is essentially the same.  The method changes, but the simple message never does.  What is this core content?  What is this simple message?
Here’s how I’m going to approach this.  First, I’m going to give you a simple, biblical, one-sentence message that I believe summarizes the good news about Jesus.  Then I’m going to explain and defend this simple message from the Bible.  Then, I’m going to go back to Peter’s message and show you how it contains this simple message.

C.
Here’s the simple message:  By His death and resurrection for our sins, Jesus alone promises us the free gift of eternal life, if only we will believe Him for it.  That’s the good news of Jesus Christ in a nutshell.
If someone were to ask me, “Can you bottom-line Christianity for me?  What’s the main message Christ wants us to communicate to the world?”  Here’s what I’d say:  By His death and resurrection for our sins, Jesus alone promises us the free gift of eternal life, if only we will believe Him for it.
1.
This simple message has three basic parts to it.  There’s a premise.  There’s a promise.  And there’s a proviso.
a.
The promise is central.  Jesus alone promises eternal life.  Christ is the Guarantor.  Jesus makes the offer.  Eternal life includes things like forgiveness of our sins, going to heaven, and the power to live a new, abundant life through the Holy Spirit who indwells us.
b.
The proviso or condition or stipulation for receiving the promise is faith in Jesus.  In order to get eternal life, we must simply believe Jesus for it.  There are no other conditions.  It is a free gift.
c.
The premise or basis or ground of this promise is the death and resurrection of Jesus for our sins.  This is what makes the promise possible.  Behind the premise is God’s love for us that prompted Him to pay for all our sins by dying on a cross in our place and on our behalf.
2.
The centrality of the promise of eternal life and the proviso of faith is confirmed in the Gospel of John.  In the Gospel of John, over and over again, Jesus promises eternal life to all who will simply believe Him for it. Notice the promise and the proviso.
a.
In John 5:24, for example, Jesus says,

NKJ John 5:24 “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life . . .”
b.
Again, in John 6:47, Jesus says,

NKJ John 6:47 “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me has everlasting life.”

c.
These are just two of the 53 verses in the Gospel of John that speak of belief in Jesus as the sole condition for eternal life (Fankhouser, “The Concept of Belief in the Book of John,” unpublished paper, Western Seminary, Phoenix).  When you broaden the scope to include the entire New Testament, there are 185 references to salvation by faith or believing in Christ alone for salvation (Oberholtzer, Western Seminary notes).  There’s the promise and the proviso.
3.
The importance of the premise of Christ’s death and resurrection as part of our message is also confirmed by the Gospel of John and the Apostle Paul.
a.
For example, John 3:16, links the premise with the promise, saying,
NKJ John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”
The giving of Jesus alludes to His death for our sins.  That’s the premise.  That’s how Jesus can make the promise of everlasting life.  He paid the price for the promise of everlasting life.  Ours is to believe Him for it.
b.
In 1 Corinthians 15:1-5, the Apostle Paul says that the premise is an important part of the good news or gospel of Jesus.  Gospel means good news.  Paul says,
NKJ 1 Corinthians 15:1 Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received and in which you stand, 2 by which also you are saved . . .
Paul is about to explain the premise behind the promise.  The promise is to be saved.  To be saved here, means to receive eternal life.  It is to be saved from eternal death.  Paul says this salvation has a premise.  He says,
NKJ 1 Corinthians 15:3 For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that He was seen by Cephas, then by the twelve.

That’s the premise:  the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ for our sins.
4.
So, how do we cast the net?  What is the simple message?  What is the core of Christianity that we are called to convey to the world?  Here it is:  By His death and resurrection for our sins, Jesus alone promises us the free gift of eternal life, if only we will believe Him for it.  These specific words aren’t magical.  We are free to use our own words.  Every circumstance and conversation will probably unfold a little differently, as we’ll see with Peter.  But, if we’re true to the gospel, our message will somehow touch on the premise, the promise, and the proviso.
D.
This simple message calls for a simple faith.

1.
The object of belief is Jesus Christ as the Guarantor of eternal life, not intellectual assent to some historical facts.  For example, you may believe that Jesus existed.  You may believe that He was crucified.  You may even believe that somehow Jesus rose again—maybe in some mystical way in the hearts of those who follow Him.  But acknowledging these historical facts does not save.  The question is, Who are you trusting for eternal life?  It must be Christ alone.  That’s the belief of the proviso. 
2.
The proviso does not require a lot of theology.  “I don’t have eternal life.  I need eternal life.  Jesus is offering it to me, if only I will believe Him for it.  So, I believe Him.”

3.
The proviso makes our invitation to believe so easy.  When the Holy Spirit serves up an opportunity, when we’re ready and waiting and He calls us to cast the net, we convey a simple message:  “By His death and resurrection for our sins, Jesus alone promises us the free gift of eternal life, if only we will believe Him for it.”

Then, we can ask a simple question, “Do you believe in Jesus?”
E.
Now, let’s go back to Peter’s message to the unbelieving Jews gathered in Jerusalem at Pentecost.  It’s presented in Acts 2:22-41.  You may recall that, leading up to Peter’s message, the Holy Spirit had come upon the disciples, enabling them to do some extraordinary things, like speak in languages they had never known before.  Unbelieving Jews—thousands of them—had gathered, asking, “Whatever could this mean?”

God had orchestrated this opportunity for Peter to cast the net.  And he casts it.  At first blush, Peter’s message may not seem very simple.  In fact, this is a rather controversial passage.  Disagreements over it have created both divisions and denominations within Christianity.  These are Level 5 theological rapids.  We’re going to get wet, but I want to show you that it’s not as complicated as it may seem.  The simple message is still there.  Let’s work our way through the passage.
1.
The first sentence of our text goes from Verse 22 through Verse 24.  I want you to notice that Peter is establishing the premise that Jesus died and rose again for our sins.  Look for the premise as I read:
NKJ Acts 2:22 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him in your midst, as you yourselves also know— 23 Him, being delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of God, you have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death;
Aha!  See how Peter touches on the premise, saying Christ was crucified and put to death.  He says it was no accident.  God brought the whole thing to pass, according to His purpose and foreknowledge so that Jesus might pay for our sins.  Our sins are evident in this verse.  Peter says, “you” crucified Him, referring in this moment to his hearers, many of whom had literally called for Christ’s crucifixion just weeks before.  But we’re all culpable.  We all drove the nails.  We’re all guilty.  Peter continues in Verse 24, describing this Jesus . . .
NKJ Acts 2:24 “whom God raised up, having loosed the pains of death, because it was not possible that He should be held by it.”
This, of course, refers to Christ’s resurrection from the dead.  In saying that the “pains of death” were loosed, Peter is not only saying that Christ rose from the dead, but also that His victory over death serves as the basis for offering us life.
Do you see how Peter is building the premise?
2.
Then Peter continues to build the premise in Verses 25-28, saying that David, a patriarch of Judaism, foretold the resurrection of Jesus the Messiah in the Old Testament hundreds of years before Christ came to earth.  In Psalm 16:8-11, David writes in the first person, from the perspective of Jesus the Son in conversation with God the Father, saying that the Father will not allow His Son, the Holy One to see corruption or decay.  That is to say, He’ll be resurrected from the dead.
3.
Then, in Verses 29-32, Peter continues to fortify the premise, explaining that, unlike David, who is dead and buried, Jesus rose again, just as David said He would.  And the apostles are witnesses to it. 
4.
Then, Peter alludes to the promise in Verse 33, saying,
NKJ Acts 2:33 “Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you now see and hear.”
Peter is answering the specific question posed by the crowd.  Remember, the crowd saw and heard the extraordinary, and asked in Acts 2:12, “Whatever could this mean?”  In answer, Peter is simply saying, “We have received the promise.”  Specifically, he’s referring to the promise that the Holy Spirit would come.  And I want you to see that this promise is linked with the promise of eternal life.
You see, the moment we believe in Jesus for eternal life, we receive the Holy Spirit.  And the Scriptures say that the indwelling Holy Spirit is our guarantee of eternal life.  The Holy Spirit seals the deal.  Ephesians 1:13-14 says,

NKJ Ephesians 1:13 In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance . . .

5.
Then back in Acts 2, in Verses 34 and 35, Peter briefly returns to the premise, saying that Jesus not only rose again, but He also ascended to heaven at the right hand of God the Father, where He is now.  Peter quotes Psalm 110:1 as the prediction of Christ’s ascension.
6.
Then, Peter brings the premise, the promise, and the proviso together in one summary statement.  In Verse 36, he says,
NKJ Acts 2:36 “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.”
a.
This is a call to believe.  Peter exhorts them to know something.  To know means to acknowledge, to recognize, to come to believe something.  That’s the proviso.
b.
What does Peter want them to know for sure?  He alludes to the fact that Jesus was crucified.  That’s part of the premise, but they already know that.
c.
What Peter really wants them to know is the identity of the One who was crucified.  Jesus is “both Lord and Christ.”  I want to show you that this is about the promise.  You see, for a Jew to know Jesus as the Christ is to believe that He is the Giver of eternal life (Niemela, “The Cross in John’s Gospel, JGES, Spring 2003).
Let me show you.  John, Chapter 11 records a conversation between Jesus and Martha in the aftermath of the death of Martha’s brother, Lazarus.  In John 11:24-25 Jesus identifies Himself as the Source or Giver of eternal life.  It says,
NKJ John 11:25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. 26 And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?”

Martha is a Jew and she gets it.  Listen to how she tells Jesus that she understands Him to be the Giver of eternal life.  John 11:27 says,
NKJ John 11:27 She said to Him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that You are the Christ, the Son of God, who is to come into the world.”
Martha equates being the Giver of eternal life with being the Christ.  So, returning to Acts 2:36, we see that Peter is calling the audience to believe in Jesus as the Christ, the Giver of eternal life, who they crucified.

7.
When Peter brings together the premise, the promise, and the proviso, I want you to notice what the Holy Spirit does.  I want you to notice that the Holy Spirit is at work, not only guiding Peter, but just as importantly, in bringing conviction to the crowd.  Verse 27 says,
NKJ Acts 2:37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?”
Being cut to the heart means that they felt convicted.  Were they cut to the heart because Peter was so eloquent?  Were they convicted because Peter so cleverly laid a guilt trip on them?  No.  It is the Holy Spirit who brings conviction.  In referring to the Holy Spirit, Jesus says in John 16:8,
NKJ John 16:8 “And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin . . . 9 . . . because they do not believe in Me”
8.
Then Peter brings home once again the promise and the proviso.  In Verse 38, it says,
NKJ Acts 2:38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”
a.
Peter commands his hearers to do two things.
(1)
He commands them to repent.  To repent literally means to change one’s mind.  In this case, Peter is encouraging them to change their minds about Jesus.  The change of mind is from unbelief to belief.  This is the proviso.

(2)
He also commands the hearers to be baptized.  I take this to mean water baptism.

b.
Then, Peter says two things will happen—both related to the promise:

(1)
The people will experience remission of sins.  That is, they’ll be forgiven.

(2)
And, the people will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  That is, the Holy Spirit will come to indwell them just like He did for the disciples.

c.
The odd part of this seems to be the water baptism.  Where does water baptism fit into the good news?  It almost sounds like it is required for the remission of sins.  But, I don’t believe it is.

(1)
Let me show you the logical order of events in Acts 2:38.
(a)
First there is repentance or belief in Jesus.  That’s related to the proviso.
(b)
Then those who believe receive remission of sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit.  These are two aspects of the promise of eternal life.
(c)
Then, believers are baptized as an outward witness to what has already happened inwardly.  Through baptism a believer looks back to symbolically identify with the premise—the death and resurrection of Christ for his sins.  Baptism is a symbol of the premise of eternal life, but it’s not required for eternal life.  Faith is the only proviso for eternal life, not baptism.
(2)
“But,” you say, “this doesn’t seem to be the order suggested by Acts 2:38.”  The order is ambiguous, but two things clear it up considerably.

(a)
First of all, the little preposition, “for” comes from the Greek word, eis.  It can mean “for,” but it can also mean, “because of” or “on account of” (Friberg).  If we use, “because of” instead of “for” things clear up.  Peter would then be calling his hearers to be baptized once they believe because of the forgiveness of sin that they have already experienced.
(b)
Another thing further clarifies the logical order of events.  Later in Acts 10, Peter shares the good news with a man named Cornelius and his household.  Here, the order is quite clear.  In Acts 10:43, Peter says of Jesus,
NKJ Acts 10:43 “To Him all the prophets witness that, through His name, whoever believes in Him will receive remission of sins.”
Notice it’s belief that is required for remission of sins, not baptism.  When Cornelius and his household believe, they receive the Holy Spirit.  Verse 44 and following explain,

NKJ Acts 10:44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard the word. 45 . . . the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out . . .
So, by virtue of their belief, they receive remission of sins and they receive the Holy Spirit.  Having received them, then Peter commands them to be baptized.  Continuing in Verse 46 . . .

NKJ Acts 10:46  . . . Then Peter answered, 47 “Can anyone forbid water, that these should not be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. . . .
So, the order is simple and clear.  When you believe in Jesus, He gives you eternal life that includes remissions of sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit.  And water baptism is just a symbol of the premise on which it is all based. 
F.
When you break down Peter’s message, it’s remarkable how the premise, the promise, and the proviso are woven throughout.  He keeps coming back to the simple message:  By His death and resurrection for our sins, Jesus alone promises us the free gift of eternal life, if only we will believe Him for it.
II.
Now, I want to briefly consider the miraculous catch.  I want you to see the power of God in action—it’s a power that’s available through you and me, when we hang it out there and offer the simple message to people who desperately need it.
A.
From a human perspective, Peter had every reason to believe that his simple message would not work.  If he were lucky, he would only be very embarrassed and ridiculed.  If he were not so lucky, he would be stoned to death by the crowd as a blasphemer.
From a human perspective, it was the wrong time to be fishing for men—just weeks after the crucifixion of Jesus.  The anger of the religious leaders of the day would have still been fresh.  Some people may have even recognized Peter as the one who repeatedly denied Jesus just weeks earlier.

And it was the wrong place to be fishing for men—Jerusalem, the place where Jesus was crucified, the hub of Judaism.  The crowd was probably much the same crowd that called for Christ’s crucifixion.  In the aftermath of the crucifixion, and in light of the empty tomb, the religious leaders in Jerusalem would have been anxious to quell any rumors circulating about Christ’s resurrection.  Christ followers were ostracized.  Peter was married.  Perhaps he had a family.  What would this mean for them?
And this was Peter the simple fisherman from blue-collar Galilee—the smell of fish still on his hands.  And this was a crowd of thousands who could turn on him at any moment.  What if they were to become antagonistic?  What if they asked questions he could not answer?  Surely there were some things he did not know.
But God had called Peter to cast the net at that time and in that place.  I have wondered if, in that moment, Peter flashed back to when Jesus had, years earlier, called him to cast the net on the Sea of Galilee.

There in Jerusalem, against all odds of success, Peter cast the net.  Look with me at the miraculous catch.  Peter wraps up his simple message with a kind of invitation.  Beginning in Verse 39, he says, 
NKJ Acts 2:39 “For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.” 40 And with many other words he testified and exhorted them, saying, “Be saved from this perverse generation.” 41 Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them.
Peter, the fisher of men, caught three thousand people!  Three thousand people believed in Jesus for eternal life in that moment.
B.
Now what about you?  Will you cast the net?  You may be thinking, “I’ll never have that kind of success.”  That’s probably what Peter was thinking.
You and I may never see three thousand people believe in response to one simple message that we give.  But the same miraculous power is at work every time we cast the net, regardless of the catch.  You see, God is in charge of the catch.  A catch of one is as miraculous as a catch of three thousand because God determines them both.  And God is at work even when there is no apparent catch at all.  The Holy Spirit uses our simple message to cut to the heart of people, regardless of how they appear to respond outwardly.
Conclusion:

I want to give you an opportunity to do get with God this morning and apply some of the things we’ve considered.  I’m going to pray in a moment.  When I’m done, the Worship Team will begin playing some music.  As the music is played, here’s what I’m inviting you to do:

A.
First, I want to address those of you who, when you walked in this morning, had already believed in Jesus for eternal life.  I’m inviting you to pray silently for the opportunity to cast the net this week, or in the weeks to come.  I’m inviting you to ask God to bring to mind the person or the place where that might happen.  Maybe it’s at work.  Or school.  Or at home.  Maybe it’s your father-in-law.  Or your friend.  Or your neighbor.  Ask God to bring a person or a place to mind.  Then I invite you to write it down on the Connection Card that’s on your chair.  Pens and more cards are available in the back if you need them.

When you’ve written a possible person or place, then would you be so bold as to come up and put the card into one of the baskets up front?  As you come, feel free to kneel in prayer if you wish.  Or not.  I have asked some of the leaders in our church family to be around up front praying silently for you as you come.  They won’t intrude.  Some may or may not feel led to touch you on the shoulder just to let you know they’re silently praying for you.  Otherwise, they’ll let you have your space.
I’m hopeful that bringing the cards to the front will be both an act of worship and a way for us, as staff and elders, to continue to pray during the week for the people and places that you note.
B.
Second, I want to address those of you who, when you walked in this morning, had not yet believed in Jesus for eternal life.  You have heard the good news.  If you now find yourself believing in Jesus for the first time, I want to welcome you to the family.  You may or may not feel it, but you have received eternal life; you have been forgiven; you have received a new life through the Holy Spirit who has come to reside in you.
If you have believed this morning, I invite you to take the little Connection Card on your chair and fill it out, letting us know of your new belief in Christ.  Then if you would be so bold as to bring the card and place it in one of the baskets here in the front.

You too, may kneel and linger at the front if you wish.  The leaders will be praying for you, too.  And, in this moment, nobody will know who is believing for the first time and who is praying to be a fisher of men.

Let’s pray.
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