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Good Friday Cafe
John 1:14
Characterisic:  Relationship with World
Big Idea:  Grace gives people ears to hear the truth about Jesus.
Introduction:

A.
I have a question for you this evening.  It’s related to the drama you just saw.  And, it’s related to a little, three-minute video clip I’d like you to see.  I may be wrong, but I believe the voiceover in the clip is Jimmy Swaggart.  Let’s take a look at the clip.  Then I’ll ask the question.
B.
(Play video clip here.)

C.
Okay.  Now, here’s the question.  In the video clip, what did you think of the megaphone guy with the sign?  I’ve put a few bullet points up on the screen beneath the question to give you an idea of what I’m fishing for.  I’m interested what you thought of his message, his methods, and his manner.  I’m also interested in your thoughts on whether the guy is biblical or Christ-like.
D.
Now, let me give you some instructions.

1.
First of all, if you’re sitting alone at a table, and you’d like to join some people at another table, please feel free to do that.  If you would just as soon sit alone and observe, or you’d just like take this opportunity to go get some refreshments, that’s okay, too.  I just want you to feel free to join in a group if you like.

2.
Second, when other people are talking, don’t try to correct, criticize, or convert.  Just listen and maybe ask a clarifying question or two.

3.
Third, if you don’t want to talk, don’t talk.  That’s okay.

4.
Fourth, I’d like to invite you to appoint a spokesperson for your table who will, after you’re done, very briefly and anonymously summarize the basic ways in which the people at your table have had a hard time with Jesus.  But you don’t have to.  If nobody wants to be a spokesperson, that’s okay.  It’s all up to you.

At the end of our time, I’ll ask if there are any of the spokespersons who would like to come up to the microphone and represent your table.  If nobody shows, no big deal.  It’s up to you.

5.
Finally, relax.  This is not a test to see if you get it right.  We’re just talking this out.  You have about 10 minutes or so.  Now, it’s your turn to answer the question at your table:  What do you think of the megaphone guy with the sign?  Go to it.

E.
(Discussion)

I.
One of the reasons for the drama and the video clip is to encourage you to think about your relationship to the world.  How should you relate to people who believe differently or think differently or act differently than you do?  How do you relate to people with lifestyles that are contrary to your own belief system?
II.
If we look to Jesus to learn how He related to people, we see that He had a perfect blend of grace and truth.  He was very straight-up with people.  He didn’t try to hedge or sugar-coat things.  At the same, He was so gracious and loving.  The balance of grace and truth is reflected in John 1:14.  It says,

NAU John 1:14 And the Word [that’s Jesus] became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.

Being “full” of grace and truth means that Jesus could not possibly be more gracious.  He could not possibly be more truthful.  He was full.  You couldn’t even top Him off.  No more grace and truth would fit.
And the balance of grace and truth played out in ways that might surprise you.

A.
Author and President of Moody Bible Institute, Joseph Stowell says,

It is important to note in the ministry of Jesus that while He was clear about sin and repentance, He never expressed anger toward the pagans in the environment.  When He expressed His anger it was reserved for religious folk . . . (Stowell, The Trouble with Jesus, p. 67).

Jesus was full of truth in that He was clear about sin and repentance.  He was very clear and truthful that we are all sinners and that we need to deal with our sin.  But Jesus was also full of grace in that He never expressed anger toward the unreligious unbelievers all around Him.  We have no record of Jesus getting angry with common people.  But, he did get angry at the self-righteous religious folks who thought they were all that and a box of chocolates.
B.
Noted author, Philip Yancey adds this.  He says,

“While I was researching a book on Jesus, I could not help noticing the tenderness with which Jesus treated people with wounds caused by moral failure” (Yancey, Rumors, p. 221).

Jesus extended loving grace to those who knew they needed it.

C.
The Bible presents a compelling snapshot of how Jesus related to people with grace and truth.  It’s in Matthew 9, beginning in Verse 9.  Let me read it.

NLT Matthew 9:9 As Jesus was going down the road, he saw Matthew sitting at his tax-collection booth. “Come, be my disciple,” Jesus said to him. So Matthew got up and followed him.

Matthew was a Jew and a tax collector.  That made Matthew the scum of Jewish society.  A tax collector was employed by the Roman government, so he was considered a sell-out by many Jews.  Also, a tax collector would often demand more money from taxpayers than they actually owed, pocketing the surplus for himself, so he was also considered a crook.  Matthew would have been ostracized.  But not by Jesus.  Jesus invites Matthew to be on His team:  “Come, be my disciple.”  And Matthew follows.  

Verse 10 continues:
NLT Matthew 9:10 That night Matthew invited Jesus and his disciples to be his dinner guests, along with his fellow tax collectors and many other notorious sinners.

This is interesting.  Jesus hangs out with notorious sinners.  He parties with the low-lifes.

This really bothered the religious elite of that day.  They were called Pharisees.  They were the self-righteous, legalistic people who looked down their noses at others.  Verse 11 continues:

NLT Matthew 9:11 The Pharisees were indignant. “Why does your teacher eat with such scum?” they asked his disciples.
Being gracious to the scum of society was just not done by any self-respecting Pharisee.  Verse 12 continues:

NLT Matthew 9:12 When he heard this, Jesus replied, “Healthy people don’t need a doctor—sick people do.”

Jesus was not saying that the Pharisees were in fact self-sufficient, spiritually healthy people.  His point is that they thought they were, and thus, sensed no need of spiritual help from Jesus, the Great Physician, the Savior of the world.  You see, the Pharisees thought they were all righteous and good because they made all kinds of religious sacrifices.  Their self-righteous pursuit of  religious sacrifices made them unmerciful and arrogant toward those they felt were beneath them.
In effect, Jesus chastises these Pharisees.  Verse 13 records:
NLT Matthew 9:13 Then he [Jesus] added, “Now go and learn the meaning of this Scripture: ‘I want you to be merciful; I don’t want your sacrifices.’ For I have come to call sinners, not those who think they are already good enough.”

You see, Jesus, full of grace and truth reaches out compassionately to those who desperately need Him.

D.
How does all this relate to the megaphone guy in the video clip?  Well, was the megaphone guy full of grace and truth?
The megaphone guy spoke some truth.  In fact, there was one thing he said that is absolutely true.  He said, “Jesus Christ the Son of God the Savior of the world, that’s what you need in your life.”  In that way, he was speaking the truth.  But was anybody really listening?  Probably not.  You see, truth without grace often falls on deaf ears.

But, grace gives people ears to hear the truth about Jesus.  That’s the big idea:  Grace gives people ears to hear the truth about Jesus.
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