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What a Godly Preacher Looks Like
Titus 1:1-4
Characterisic:  Giving away my life

Big Idea:  A clean window to Christ
Introduction:

A.
It seems that we have no  shortage of preachers in America.  They’re on TV.  They’re on the news.  They’re in churches everywhere.  How do you know if they’re any good?   What does a godly preacher look like?  How would you pick him out from the rest?
This is a relevant question, particularly for those who are looking for a church home.  There are lots of things to consider in choosing a church, and the preacher is certainly one of the more prominent considerations.  How do you size up a preacher?  By what criteria do you evaluate him or her?  What does a godly preacher look like?  I suppose we all have our own ideas about this.
A couple of months ago, before one of our Sunday services, I was talking with an elementary-age student.  I was carrying my sacred black binder that has my sermon notes in it.  It’s the half-inch binder with non-glare sheet protectors.  It’s my preaching “blankie.”  We’re inseparable.

Anyway, I was talking with this young man, and I like talking with elementary-age students because they normally tell you straight up what they’re thinking.  In the course of our conversation, he looked down and pointed at my black binder.

He said, “Is that your sermon?”
I said, “Yes, these are my sermon notes.”

He said, “If you studied harder, you probably wouldn’t need those.”

He’s right.  I’d be a better preacher if I didn’t need notes.  So, you’ve got to factor that into your evaluation of me as a preacher.  In my own defense, however, I want to say that it would be really difficult to memorize all this.  Especially when you download the sermon from the internet on Saturday night and you’ve got to preach the next morning. (
I inserted that as a laugh line.  It’s supposed to be a joke.  It’s right here in my notes.  In the black binder.  It’s supposed to be a joke because, a) some people think good preachers ought to be a little funny, but not too funny, and, b) I don’t really download my sermons or the PowerPoint presentations.  But I’ve been asked the question.  At least one person, in evaluating me as a preacher, has asked if I get all my stuff off the internet.  I suppose it was his way of addressing the question, “Are you a godly preacher?”
B.
This morning, we’re starting a new series of studies through  the letter in the Bible called Titus.  Titus presents us with a number of profiles in godliness.  In this series, we’ll be looking at profiles of a godly preacher, a godly leader, a godly man, a godly woman, a godly employee, a godly citizen, and a godly church member.
We’re focusing today on the profile of a godly preacher.  It’s presented in  Titus 1:1-4.

C.
Before we consider the text, however, I want to provide you with a little background information to help you put this in some historical perspective.
1.
The author of Titus is the Apostle Paul (1:1).  Paul wrote the letter in the early 60s A.D.

2.
The primary recipient of the letter is a guy named Titus (1:4).  From other places in the Bible where Titus is mentioned, we learn that Titus was not a Jew, but a Greek led to Christ by Paul (Galatians 2:3).  That Titus was led to Christ by Paul is corroborated by Paul  calling Titus, “my true child in a common faith” in Titus 1:4.

Titus became one of Paul’s most trusted partners in ministry.  In 2 Corinthians 8:23,  Paul explains,
NAU 2 Corinthians 8:23 As for Titus, he is my partner and fellow worker . . .

3.
In one of his missionary journeys, Paul had traveled to the Mediterranean island of Crete, where he started a church.  When Paul left Crete, he left behind his protégé, Titus, to get the new church established.  In  Titus 1:5, Paul explains,

NAU Titus 1:5 For this reason I left you in Crete, that you would set in order what remains . . .
4.
Crete enjoyed a rather prosperous agriculture and trading economy (Nelson Study Bible, p. 2063).  The prosperity perhaps fostered a certain moral excess.  Cretans had a reputation for being dishonest, corrupt, and lazy.  In fact, in the first century, the expression, “to Cretanize” meant to lie (Nelson Study Bible, p. 2066).  In Titus 1:12, Paul quotes a Cretan poet named Epimenides.  Paul  says,

NAU Titus 1:12 One of themselves, a prophet of their own, said, “Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons.”
By the way, Paul was, I believe, the first preacher to incorporate into his PowerPoint presentations  photos of the people he quoted. (  But, of course, this is a letter to Titus, so this does  not apply.

In any case, Paul left Titus with no small task in setting things in order in the new Cretan church.
5.
The letter to Titus was written very shortly after Paul’s departure.  In it, Paul gives his protégé a number of profiles to use in building up the church.  He gives a number of templates to use in transforming Cretans into Christians.
6.
Now, those of you who are paying attention may take offense at my selection of Titus on the implication that perhaps I think you are Cretans.  Indeed, it turns out that one of cities of ancient Crete was called, “Phoenix.”

But, relax.  I don’t think you’re Cretans.  Except maybe the kid who made the crack about my sermon notes; he might be a Cretan. (
D.
The first profile we’re going to consider is the profile of a  godly preacher.  It comes in Titus 1:1-4.  That’s our text for today.  Let me read it one time through.  Then we’ll study it more closely.

 NAU Titus 1:1 Paul, a bond-servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the faith of those chosen of God and the knowledge of the truth which is according to godliness,  2 in the hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised long ages ago,  3 but at the proper time manifested, even His word, in the proclamation with which I was entrusted according to the commandment of God our Savior,  4 To Titus, my true child in a common faith: Grace and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Savior.

Now, if we’re really honest about this, I suppose we’d have to admit  a few things.
1.
First, upon first reading, this may inspire a collective, “Yeah, whatever.”  It seems to be one of those meandering introductions to Bible letters that we’re tempted to ignore.

2.
Secondly, didn’t anybody teach Paul about run-on sentences?  These four verses are one big sentence!  And technically, this is one big sentence fragment.  Paul would’ve gotten marked down for this in freshman English.

But not in Greek.  Paul originally wrote this in koine Greek, which lends itself more to very long sentences.  In fact, Paul’s writing in general is the most sophisticated and scholarly in all the New Testament.
3.
Also, it seems like Paul tries to cram as many theological words into this one sentence as he possibly can.  It’s confusing.  It almost seems like he figures that, if he  throws a whole bunch of theological terms against the wall, maybe some of them will stick:  “bond-servant,” “apostle,” “faith,” “chosen,” “truth,” “godliness,” “hope,” “eternal life.”  How do all these terms relate to one another?
It may be a little confusing for us, but remember, Paul is writing to Titus, his partner.  None of these terms was new to Titus.  I am sure that these terms and the interrelated ideas behind them had been the topic of much training and conversation between Paul and Titus over the years.
I believe Paul’s introduction provides Titus with a quick reminder of who Paul is and what he’s all about, using short-hand terms with which they were both familiar.  Inasmuch as Paul was a godly preacher, his introduction therefore provides us with a quick profile of what a godly preacher looks like.  Additionally, this profile provides an example for every Christian whether or not you’re a preacher or in the process of evaluating one.  It’s an example of  giving away your life—an example of surrendering everything you are and everything you have to God, with a focus on His priorities and purposes in your life.  Giving away your life is an important part of growing up as a Christian and becoming complete in Christ.  So, even if you never become a preacher, you can take a lesson from the profile of Paul—a lesson in giving away your life.

I’ll present the profile of a godly preacher in two parts:  who he is and what he’s all about.  This isn’t a complete or highly detailed profile, but it is nonetheless very helpful.
I.
First,  who is the godly preacher?  Paul describes himself in a number of ways.

A.
In the first part of  Verse 1, Paul says that he is a bond-servant of God.

1.
This shows that Paul is  humble.  He is not prideful.  He’s not arrogant.  He doesn’t self-righteously look down his nose at other people.  He’s modest, meek, unassuming, self-effacing.  One commentator describes the humility of Paul’s perspective in saying he is a bond-servant:  “Paul is a slave, a nonperson in the view of the Hellenistic world, a chattel that belonged totally to its owner, a ‘living tool’ without rights, without power, without family, without property” (Jerome Quinn, The Anchor Bible: The Letter to Titus, p. 60).

2.
This also shows that Paul is  submissive to God.  He’s a  servant.  He’s not God’s Executive Vice President of Church Operations.  He’s a slave.  And, he is exclusively concerned with doing to the will of his Master.
a.
By definition, that means he’s  not self-willed.  He has given away his life to the Lord.  When he preaches, he does not have a personal agenda.  He’s not preaching for selfish gain.  It’s not about how much he can make.  It’s not about how much power he can wield.  It’s not about manipulating people.  It’s not about social status or prestige or position.  It’s not about earning the wealth and health he thinks he deserves.  Paul lives and preaches for His Master.  And His Master owes him nothing.
b.
Being exclusively concerned with doing the will of his Master also means that Paul is also not terribly concerned about what people think of him.   He’s not out to please people, but God.  He doesn’t preach to impress; he preaches to express the truth about God.
This doesn’t make him impervious to the hurtful words of others.  He’s human, and rejection hurts.  But his goal is not to please people.

This doesn’t give him license to be needlessly offensive.  Godly preachers are  not jerks.  It simply means he’s not trying to win a popularity contest.  He’s not the show.  He’s just trying to tell the truth as clearly and effectively as he possibly can.
B.
Also in Verse 1, Paul says that he is  an apostle of Jesus Christ.  There is a contrast between being a bond-servant and being an apostle.  It’s marked by the word,  “and.”  There are a number of Greek words that can be translated, “and.”  This one (de) carries a slight adversative meaning (Quinn, p. 62).  It could be properly translated, “and yet.”  Paul is a lowly bond-servant, and yet, he has  the authority of an apostle.  It’s an unusual blend of humiliation and honor.
The term, “apostle” means to be a messenger or  a representative of Jesus.  In one sense, no one can be an apostle today the way Paul was back then.  Paul saw Jesus in person, and Jesus personally commissioned Paul.  Moreover, Paul had the apostolic authority to speak and to write the very words of God given to him by the Holy Spirit—words that are recorded for us as Scripture.  No one has that kind of authority today.

Even though we do not have the same apostolic authority that Paul did, every godly preacher, and indeed every Christian, is a messenger or representative of God.  Our authority is based not on our own opinions, or our own charisma, or our own inspiration from God that prompts us to somehow say, “This is what God secretly told me you should do.”  No.  Our authority is now based on the authority of the Bible and our ability to communicate the truth it tells.
We are nobodies, but we represent the greatest Somebody of all.  We are nothing, but we carry a message from our King that is everything—it’s the most important message the world has ever heard.  Not because we have a corner on the truth, but because the true God has a corner on us, and He has commissioned us to communicate.  The godly preacher views himself as rather unimportant.  But he recognizes that he has something very important to say.
C.
Finally, in  Verse 3, Paul says that he is entrusted.  He is entrusted with proclaiming or preaching or teaching the Word of God.  Therefore, by inference, the godly preacher must be  trustworthy.  This is sobering.  God has entrusted the preaching of His message to preachers.  He delegates this.  Now, if God had a Board of Directors, and if I were on it, I’d say, “God, there’s the weakness in your plan right there.  You’re trusting preachers with this?”  Obviously and thankfully, I didn’t have input to the decision.
This being entrusted with God’s Word is also very scary business to me.  It means that the godly preacher must be very  meticulous about interpreting the Bible accurately.  Being meticulous is not so much about having a certain personality.  It’s about having a certain work ethic that is diligent and careful.  Paul says to his fellow preacher, Timothy, in  2 Timothy 2:15,
NLT 2 Timothy 2:15 Work hard so God can approve you.  Be a good worker, one who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly explains the word of truth.

As a preacher, I imagine the Apostle Paul sitting where you are, listening to me.  I ask myself, “What would he think about my interpretation of his letter?”  Worst case scenario is that, after the message, he’s going to tell me, “Bob, you really butchered my letter to Titus.  Man, what were you thinking?  You put words in my mouth that the Lord never intended!”  I’d say, “I am so ashamed.”  I might even try to make excuses to defend myself:  “I was too busy to prepare adequately.  Too busy with those Cretans at the church!” (
While I don’t really expect Paul to show up some Sunday, I am accountable to God for what I teach.  It scares me into studying.  James 3:1  says,
NAU James 3:1 Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren, knowing that as such we will incur a stricter judgment.

D.
As we  look back on who a godly preacher is, it’s rather difficult to summarize.  Nevertheless, I think a word picture can be helpful.  A godly preacher is  a clean window to Christ.  That’s the big idea of this message:  a godly preacher is a clean window to Christ.

As a clean window, he does not draw attention to himself.  His greatest pleasure is not when people say, “Oh, what a magnificent window!”  It’s when they say, “Oh, what a magnificent view!”
He is not the stained glass of religion that beautifully obscures.  He’s not the prideful window dressing that gets in the way and distracts.  He is the clean, clear glass that works meticulously to keep himself and his message unspotted, uncracked, and undistored in order to provide the clearest possible view of Christ.
II.
Well, Paul has said a good deal about who he is.  Now let’s consider  what he’s all about.  In the metaphor of the window, we’ve considered how the window is to be clean; we now turn to the view of Christ that the window presents.

Paul says he’s basically about four things.  He’s all about  faith, truth, godliness, and eternal life.  That’s it in a nutshell.  He’s all about preaching faith, truth, godliness, and eternal life to people.  That’s the view he presents.  That’s why he’s a preacher.  This is indicated by the purpose statement he gives in the  last part of Verse 1 and the first part of Verse 2.  He says that he preaches . . .

NAU Titus 1:1 . . . for the faith of those chosen of God and the knowledge of the truth which is according to godliness, 2 in the hope of eternal life . . .
What do these four terms mean and how do they relate to each other?  It is helpful to me to cast these four terms in a kind of  logical, chronological sequence.  Paul does not actually present the terms in chronological order.  No need to.  He’s just reminding Titus of what he already knows.  I suppose it’s a little like one carpenter reminding another carpenter to bring the hammer, the nails, the wood, the saw.  No need to be persnickety about listing the four items in the exact order in which they will be used.  They already know.
But if you’re the kind of person who is so compulsive that you like to put your sermon notes in non-glare sheet protectors, then you probably want to  lay out these things in chronological order.

A.
It begins with  “the truth.”  Paul wants people to know the truth.  Truth is a pretty big idea.  Exactly what truth does Paul have in mind?  Well, Paul says something to another one of his protégés named Timothy during this same time period that sheds some light on this.  It’s recorded in  1 Timothy 2, beginning in Verse 3.  Paul says,
NAU 1 Timothy 2:3 . . . God our Savior, 4 . . . desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.

There’s the same phrase Paul uses in Titus:  the  “knowledge of the truth.”  And this verse seems to qualify that truth; it defines it.  It’s the truth by which people are  saved from the penalty of their sins.
Well, what truth is this?  Paul explains it in the next two verses.  He says it’s the truth that Jesus is the only way to God.  It’s the truth that Jesus was crucified as a payment or ransom for our sins.  He  says,
NAU 1 Timothy 2:5 For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave Himself as a ransom for all . . .
That’s the truth.  That’s the focal point of Paul’s preaching.  In the next verse,  Verse 7, he confirms it, saying,
NAU 1 Timothy 2:7 For this [this truth] I was appointed a preacher . . .
That’s the truth behind Paul’s preaching:  The only way to God is through Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who died and rose again to pay the price for our wronging.  That’s the gospel in a nutshell.  That’s the good news of Jesus Christ.  This truth is the truth Paul is talking about in Titus 1:1.

 It is in sharp contrast to the message of those who Paul calls, “deceivers” in Titus 1:10.  These deceivers were apparently preaching a false gospel—that there’s some other way besides or in addition to Jesus.  Paul says there is no other way besides Jesus; all other paths are deceptive dead ends.  Paul seems rather intolerant.  He’s not politically correct.  But then again, he’s not too concerned about pleasing people.
B.
Paul’s preaching begins with truth, and it then  leads to faith.  In  Verse 1, Paul says he is a preacher “for  the faith of those chosen of God.”  That is, his purpose is to bring people to faith.
1.
What’s “the faith?”  Some take “the faith” to mean the entire body of doctrine in the Bible (David Hocking, Titus: Memo to a Godly Leader, p. 10).  That’s possible, but not probable.  In light of our definition of “the truth” as the good news of Jesus Christ, “faith” more likely refers to simply believing that good news (Gordon Fee, New International Biblical Commentary, p. 168).  To have faith or to believe is to be persuaded that Jesus did indeed die and rise again to be your Savior.  The godly preacher presents this truth of the gospel and invites you to believe it.
I’m not suggesting here that a good preacher shouldn’t preach the entire body of doctrine in the Bible.  He should.  It’s just that the core message about Jesus and the need to believe in Him should not be lost or relegated to the fine print.
2.
Now, I’ll bet some of you are wondering, “Who are  the ‘chosen’ to whom Paul refers?  Some other translations refer to them as the “elect.”  This raises a difficult and controversial issue that I won’t be able to resolve to anyone’s complete satisfaction today.  But let me try.
a.
First, the Bible teaches that God chooses those who will believe.  If God does not choose, then He is not in control of everything.  And if God is not in control of everything, then we are in deep trouble.
But God is indeed in control.  So, God chooses.  Paul says in Ephesians 1:4 that God chose us before the foundation of the world.  He chose us purely on the basis of His grace, not because we somehow earned it.  He doesn’t force us to believe; He determines those who will believe.  And all who God chooses will surely believe.  These people are called the chosen, or the elect.

b.
At the same time, the Bible teaches that we are individually free and responsible to believe.  If this were not true, then we would have no choice and we would bear no responsibility to believe.

But we are indeed free to choose, and we are responsible to believe.  In Romans 1:18-21, Paul says people are without excuse who suppress the truth about God.  To suppress the truth is a choice.
c.
So in a nutshell, God chooses, and so do we.  God determines those who will freely believe.  How does He do that?  I don’t know.  I can’t quite figure it out.
d.
Some may say, “God choosing doesn’t seem fair.”  Well, what’s not fair about it?  Bible scholar,  J.I. Packer explains it this way:
God owes sinners no mercy of any kind, only condemnation;  so it is a wonder, and matter for endless praise, that he should choose to save any of us;  and doubly so when his choice involved the giving of his own Son to suffer as sin-bearer . . . (Packer, Concise Theology, p. 149).

e.
 This doctrine of Divine election has been the source of confusion and fear for many.  This is ironic because the idea of election is usually presented in the Bible as an encouragement for believers (Radmacher, Salvation, p. 28; Packer, p. 149-150).  If you believe, you are chosen by God’s grace.  You can’t do anything to get “unchosen” because you didn’t do anything to deserve being chosen in the first place.
If someone is fearful of not being among the elect, fear no more.  All you have to do is believe!

C.
When you do believe, you then  receive eternal life.  In  Verse 2, Paul says all this is grounded “in the hope of eternal life.”  What exactly is eternal life?  Eternal life is a multi-faceted idea, but let me give you a simple definition.  Eternal life is being adopted into God’s forever family.  I like to think of it that way because it conveys a number of things that are true about eternal life.

1.
Eternal life is  liberating.  Eternal life means God forgives you, He accepts you, and He brings you into His family. You’re liberated from the penalty of your sin (John 5:24).

2.
Eternal life is also  relational.  When you receive the gift of eternal life by faith, you enter into a new life in relationship to God.  By His grace and love, you’re adopted into His family.  And as a child, you have the privilege of getting to know your heavenly Father.  You have the opportunity to enjoy a personal relationship with Him (John 1:12).

3.
Eternal life is also  secure.  This is certainly suggested by the word, “eternal” which means it’s a life that’s endless.  It can’t be lost.  Once God adopts you, you will always be a part of His family.

The word,  “hope” may suggest to you a little uncertainty.  It’s probably because the English word, “hope” implies some wishful thinking.  Such wishful thinking is not a part of the original Greek word for hope.  Biblical hope confidently expects something and banks on it.
In  Verse 2 Paul says,
NAU Titus 1:2 . . . the hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised long ages ago

So, eternal life is secure because it is based on the promise of our God who, unlike the Cretans, is perfectly truthful and faithful to word.  You may struggle with obeying your heavenly Father, and He may discipline you as His child, but God will never disown you (John 10:27-29).

4.
Eternal life is also  dynamic.  It not only something that is received as a gift at the moment you believe, it is also an ongoing life that you live as a child in the family of God.  Believing brings adoption.  But, once you’re adopted in God’s forever family, the Father expects you grow up and experience eternal life in all its fullness through things like prayer, obedience, Bible intake, worship, and fellowship with other members of God’s forever family (John 10:10; 17:3).
5.
Eternal life is also  present.  It’s not just about getting to heaven in the future, although it certainly includes that.  It is a life in God’s forever family that is possessed now by the believer (John 6:47).  So the Christian life is eternal life.  If you are a believer, you are living the eternal life right now.

So, Paul preaches the truth so that you might believe and that, through believing, you might receive eternal life.
D.
But it doesn’t  end there.  Paul preaches to lead people beyond receiving eternal life.  Paul preaches to lead people  to godliness.  He preaches  “the truth which is according to godliness.”  The idea is that preaching the truth ultimately yields godly people, at least that is the intent.  Godliness can be defined as “behavior directed dutifully toward God” (Friberg).
This means that the godly preacher preaches not just theologically, to impart knowledge.  He preaches not just evangelistically, to evoke belief.  He also preaches relevantly, to change lives.  Indeed, the remainder of the letter to Titus presents profiles of what changed lives look like.
 How are you to apply all this?  Well all this gives us a picture of what a godly preacher looks like.  And we can use that picture not only to evaluate preachers, but also ourselves.

You see, sometimes we don’t want a clean window of a preacher.  Sometimes we prefer the stained glass of religion because it can be nice to look at and poses no threat to our lifestyle.  Sometimes we prefer the entertainment of window dressing because we just want to remain cozy and don’t want to be drawn outside our comfort zone.  Sometimes we prefer glass with a reflective coating that allows us to focus more on ourselves.

But what we really need is a clean window to Jesus.  A window that presents a view to Jesus so clear that as you look upon Him, you are drawn to believe Him.  A view so clear that you want to become like Him.  A view so clear that you are drawn to give your life away to serve Him.
Message by Bob Kerrey, Moon Valley Bible Church, 2004-04-18
Message by Bob Kerrey, Moon Valley Bible Church, 2004-04-18

