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The Passion:  Was Jesus God’s Son?
Characteristic:  Trinity
Big Idea:  If He’s not God, He’s not good.
Introduction:
(Transitional, animated Passion sequence with soundtrack goes here, right after worship ends.)
A.
We are in the midst of a series of messages addressing questions arising from the movie, The Passion of the Christ.  The questions are those I imagine skeptics may have, including, Did Jesus exist?  Was Jesus God’s Son?  Is Jesus the only way to God?  Why didn’t everyone recognize Jesus as Messiah?  And, did Jesus rise from the dead?
Last week, we addressed the foundational question, Did Jesus exist?  We learned that Jesus is a real, historical person; He’s not a myth.  That He lived and died are well-established facts.  The crucifixion is not fiction.  We discovered that, even if we set aside the Bible and all other ancient writings from Christians, we still have clear historical evidence that Jesus was a real person who lived and died in the first century, just as the Bible says.

B.
That brings us to the next logical question:  Was Jesus God’s Son?  It’s one thing to believe that Jesus existed as a person in history, it’s quite another to believe that Jesus is God’s Son.  This is perhaps the hardest thing to believe in all of Christianity.
I.
What exactly does it mean to be God’s Son?  If I say Jesus was the Son of God, what am I claiming?
A.
If I say Jesus was the Son of God, I am not saying that Jesus was the biological offspring of God, the Father.  This is not what the Bible teaches.
B.
To be the Son of God is to be divine.  It means that Jesus is God Himself.  It means that Jesus is the one true God of the Bible.  He is the God, the Creator and Sustainer of the universe.  He is the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
He is God, and He is man.  The Bible calls Jesus both the Son of God and the Son of man, indicating that He is both God and man, both divine and human.  Jesus is the God-man.
The Bible also teaches that this one true God is revealed to us in three persons:  God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  It’s called the Trinity.  In fact, the Trinity is the key characteristic were considering today.  Each person of the Trinity is equal in essence and fully God.  But each person of the Trinity has a different role.  God is one God in three persons.  Jesus is God the Son, whose role it was to become a man at a point in history some 2,000 years ago, to die on a cross in payment for our sins, to rise again in victory over sin, to offer eternal life to all who simply believe Him for it.
The Trinity is hard to understand fully, and even harder to explain clearly.  The three-in-one idea is illustrated, though imperfectly, by a man who happens to be a father, a son, and a husband at the same time.  He’s one man, but he functions in three different roles depending on which relationship is in view.  The Trinity is like that.
So to say Jesus is the Son of God is to say that He is fully God.
C.
To believe that Jesus is God is difficult.  Peter Kreeft is professor of philosophy at Boston College.  He says,

Christians tend to forget how difficult it is to believe the doctrine that Christ is divine.  It is, quite literally, the most astonishing idea that any mind has ever conceived in all of history.  This man, this carpenter’s son who was born from a woman like any other man, who had to learn to speak and walk, who got tired and hungry, who suffered pain and weakness and death as a crucified criminal, is God, the infinitely perfect, eternal, transcendent Spirit who created the universe!
. . . I have great sympathy for the non-Christian who understands what the doctrine means and shakes his head in amazement, wondering how two billion otherwise sane and rational people, many of them among the most intelligent people in the world, can believe such a thing.

. . . If it is not ultimate truth, it is ultimate lunacy (Kreeft, “Why I Believe Jesus Is the Son of God,” in Why I Am a Christian, 226).
II.
What is the importance of Jesus being God’s Son?  Why all the fuss?  Well, if Jesus is not God, then Christianity is a sham and we’re wasting our time this morning.
A.
If Jesus is not God, then Christianity loses the central, defining idea that distinguishes it from all other religions.

B.
If Jesus is not God, then the New Testament loses its authority because it is predicated on the deity of Christ.  And, if the New Testament loses its authority, then Moon Valley is not a part of God’s team—the church—mobilized by God to save the world.  We’re a book club.  And our gatherings to study the “Good Book” are nothing more than pooled ignorance.
C.
If Jesus is not God, then He is not really my Lord or yours.  Worse yet, we’ve been duped into thinking He is, either by Jesus Himself, or by His followers.  Either way, we Christians would not then be the salt and light of the earth; we would be a living legacy of deceit and spiritual abuse.
D.
So, the deity of Jesus is not a minor point of doctrine.  It is the crucial foundation of Christianity.
III.
So, what data do we have concerning the claim that Jesus is God?  Where’s the evidence?
A.
First, let’s consider the explicit claims of Jesus recorded for us in the Bible.
1.
Well after Jesus began His public ministry as an adult, a number of Jewish leaders approached Jesus to question Him about Abraham, who lived and died hundreds of years before Jesus was born.  As recorded in John 8, beginning in Verse 53, they asked Jesus,

NIV John 8:53 “Are you greater than our father Abraham?  He died, and so did the prophets.  Who do you think you are?" . . .

Jesus responds to the question, beginning in Verse 56,

NIV John 8:56 “Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he saw it and was glad.” 57 “You are not yet fifty years old," the Jews said to him, “and you have seen Abraham!” 58 “I tell you the truth,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!”

Jesus’ response is packed with information about who He is.

a.
First, I want you to see that Jesus claimed to be the fulfillment of a promise God made to Abraham many years before.  As recorded in Genesis 12:3, God made this promise to Abraham,

NIV Genesis 12:3b “. . . all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”

This is a promise made to Abraham, foreshadowing a Messiah, a Savior who would come from his family line, bringing salvation to all people.  We can’t be sure how much of this Abraham understood, but Jesus says in retrospect that Abraham rejoiced at the thought of the coming salvation.

Genealogically, Jesus qualifies as this promised Savior.  Matthew 1:1 is careful to introduce the New Testament by tracing the lineage of Jesus back through David to Abraham.  It says,

NIV Matthew 1:1 A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ the son of David, the son of Abraham:

So Jesus did indeed come through Abraham.  Moreover, when Jesus says “Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day” He is saying that He Himself is the promised Messiah.  Jesus is the fulfillment of the promise made to Abraham.

b.
Second, I want you to see that Jesus alludes to His pre-existence.  When Jesus claims to know how Abraham was feeling hundreds of years earlier, Jesus is essentially claiming to have existed long before He was born as the baby Jesus.  The Jews who were listening found this idea to be preposterous because Abraham died hundreds of years before Jesus was born.  That’s why they say in Verse 57, “You are not yet fifty years old and you have seen Abraham!”
Jesus affirms the truth of His pre-existence in Verse 58, saying,
NIV John 8:58 “I tell you the truth,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!”

Jesus could truthfully say that He existed before Abraham was born because Jesus is God, and God has existed forever.  It’s just that about 2,000 years ago, Jesus came down as God to become a man, and He now exists as the God-man—fully God and fully man.

c.
Third, I want you to see that Jesus affirmed His equality with God in another way.  You may have noticed that it appears that Jesus has a hard time conjugating His verbs.  He says, “before Abraham was born, I am!”  Shouldn’t He have said, “I was”?  Why does He say, “I am”?

Well, His listeners would have been thoroughly familiar with what God had said to their ancestor, Moses.  You may recall that God appeared to Moses in a burning bush, telling Moses to lead the liberation of his people, the Israelites, from bondage in Egypt.  Moses said, “When the people of Israel ask me what your name is, what do I say?”  God’s response is recorded in Exodus 3:14:

NIV Exodus 3:14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.  This is what you are to say to the Israelites:  ‘I AM has sent me to you.'”
So, in saying, “I am,” Jesus was claiming to be God—the God who spoke to Moses.

d.
The Jews who heard what Jesus said knew full well that Jesus was claiming to be God.  They understood it perfectly because they then picked up stones to try to kill Jesus for blaspheming.

The skeptic says, “Well, maybe the Jews were clear about what Jesus was claiming, but I’m not so clear.  Is there something Jesus said that is a little more direct?”

2.
On another occasion, the Jews were again questioning Jesus.  John 10, beginning in Verse 24 records,

NIV John 10:24 The Jews gathered around him, saying, “How long will you keep us in suspense?  If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.”
Jesus responds, beginning in Verse 25:

NIV John 10:25 Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe.  The miracles I do in my Father’s name speak for me, . . . 30 I and the Father are one.”
Again, Jesus gives us a good deal of information about Himself in His response.

a.
First, Jesus says that the watershed issue is not whether or not He claimed to be God, the Christ, the Messiah.  In reality, He has kept nobody in suspense about that issue.  Jesus repeatedly claimed to be God.  The real issue is whether or not you believe it.  Jesus says, “I did tell you, but you do not believe.”

b.
Second, Jesus alludes to the miracles He has performed as evidence of His deity.  Indeed, the Bible records that Jesus performed miracles that testify to His authenticity as our God and Savior.

(1)
He healed people.

(2)
He raised people from the dead.

(3)
He cast out demons.

(4)
He fed thousands with only a little bread and a few fish.

(5)
And, He walked on water.

In effect, Jesus is saying, “The miracles alone should tell you that I am God.”

c.
Third, Jesus again makes a very direct claim to be God.  He says, “I and the Father are one.”  The Jewish hearers recognized this as a claim to deity because they once again tried to stone Jesus to death for such blasphemy.

The skeptic says, “Maybe in saying ‘I and the Father are one,’ He just meant that He and God were real tight.  Is there anything even more direct?”

3.
On yet another occasion, the Jews brought Jesus before the Jewish high priest on charges of blasphemy in claiming to be God.   The high priest questioned Jesus, as recorded in  Matthew 26, beginning with Verse 62,

NIV Matthew 26:62 Then the high priest stood up and said to Jesus, “Are you not going to answer?  What is this testimony that these men are bringing against you?” 63 But Jesus remained silent. . . .

Jesus was silent at first.  But, the high priest persisted, beginning in the last part of Verse 63:

NIV Matthew 26:63 . . . The high priest said to him, “I charge you under oath by the living God:  Tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God.” 64 “Yes, it is as you say,” Jesus replied. . . .

It is absolutely clear.  Jesus explicitly claimed to be the Christ, the Son of God Himself.
B.
Aside of these explicit statements by Jesus and the miracles I mentioned, there is a host of other corroborating evidence for the deity of Christ (See Kreeft, 228).

1.
Jesus changed people’s names (John 1:42).  Jews believed only God could do that.
2.
Jesus claimed to be sinless (John 8:46).
3.
He forgave sins (Mark 2:5-12; Luke 24:45-47).

4.
He accepted the title, “My Lord and my God” and He accepted worship (John 20:28).

5.
He promised to send the Holy Spirit (John 14:25-26; 16:7-15).
6.
He offered people eternal life (John 3:16; 5:39-40).

7.
He claimed the authority to supercede the Mosaic Law (Matthew 5:21-48; 19:3-9; Mark 10:2-12).

8.
He foretold the future (Matthew 24; Luke 24:1-7; John 6:64).

9.
He said He will return at the end of time to judge the world (Matthew 25:31-33).

10.
And, His closest followers affirm His deity.  For example, the Apostle Paul says clearly in Colossians 2:9,

NIV Colossians 2:9 . . . in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form,
IV.
So, the biblical data overwhelmingly support the proposition that Jesus is God.  And this creates a dilemma.

A.
You see, the vast majority of non-Christians think Jesus is just a good man.  Just a wise teacher.  Just a virtuous person.  Just a human model of character.  But that is exactly what He cannot be based on the data.  If Jesus in not God, then there is nothing good about Him.  If He is not God, He is either a delusional lunatic, or a blasphemous con man, and these aren’t good alternatives.  That’s the dilemma.  If He’s not God, He’s not good.  In fact, that’s the big idea of this message.  If He’s not God, He’s not good.
Our history and our hearts tell us that Jesus was a righteous, winsome, humble, believable person.  But He makes the most unbelievable claim:  “I am God.”  You can’t divorce the claim from the person.  If you reject the claim, you must reject the person.  If you accept the person, you must accept the claim.  That’s the dilemma.  It He’s not God, He’s not good.
It’s easy to look down our noses at the Jewish priests who condemned Jesus to die, but at least they considered the data, and they recognized the dilemma.  The data left them with only two choices.  They reasoned, either Jesus is God, in which case we must worship Him, or Jesus is a blasphemer, in which case we must take Him out.  Along these lines, Peter Kreeft makes this provocative statement:
Those who crucified Christ for blasphemy were closer to faith than modern humanists who praise what he said about others, about how they should live, but ignore what he said about himself (Kreeft, 226).

The data leave us only two basic options:  Either Jesus is God, or He is not a good man.  But our gut tells us that Jesus is indeed a good man.  If Jesus is indeed a good person, then the data constrain us to conclude that Jesus is God.
B.
But, what if we don’t want to go where the data lead us?  What if we want to acknowledge what most people seem to know—that Jesus was good—but at the same time, we stubbornly refuse to surrender ourselves to the notion that Jesus is God?  We’d like Him to be good, but not God.  What then?  The data do not permit this conclusion, so what do we do?  We must doctor the data.  If we don’t like where the data take us, we must change the data.  Let me mention two modern ways people have tried to deal with the dilemma by doctoring the data.
1.
First, many people acknowledge that Jesus is God.  But, they say, so are we.  Jesus was simply articulating a universal truth:  We are all God, or parts of God, or expressions of God.  We all have a divine nature and Jesus simply encouraged us to recognize it.  This is a pantheistic, mystical idea.  Pantheism is the belief that everything is God.  It finds expression in Hinduism, Buddhism, Christian Science, Unity, Scientology, and The New Age movement (Geisler, Baker Encyclopedia of Christian Apologetics, 580).  You’ll also find it reflected in the popular writings of people like Marianne Williamson and Deepak Chopra.
There are at least two problems with doctoring the data in this way (See Kreeft, 229-231).

a.
First, Jesus was a Jew, not one of the first New Age thinkers.  He affirmed the Hebrew Scriptures of the Old Testament to be the inspired Word of God.  And those Scriptures are clearly monotheistic, not pantheistic.  That is, they teach that there is only one true God who is transcendent and holy; He is above all else and separate from all else.
One common belief among pantheists is that there is no such thing as sin or evil, that it’s a misconception.  While that may be a convenient way to sidestep personal responsibility, the teachings of Jesus flatly contradict this notion.

b.
Second, many pantheists have hailed Jesus as a great guru, but that is exactly what Jesus cannot be.  If Jesus was really a pantheist, He must have been a lousy teacher.  If Jesus taught pantheism, His own hand-picked disciples didn’t get it.  There is not a shred of evidence that the disciples understood themselves to be God.  This idea is completely antithetical to everything that the New Testament teaches, and the New Testament was written by the first followers of Jesus—guys who saw Him, knew Him, watched Him, walked with Him, and sat under His teaching.  If Jesus was a pantheist, He failed to teach His closest followers.  And it is dismissive of history and the apostles for the pantheist to arrogantly assert, “I finally get what Jesus meant” when the apostolic writers of the New Testament clearly did not.
2.
Another way to doctor the biblical data is to say that Jesus existed, that He was a good man, but that, after His death, His followers cooked up all the talk about Jesus being God.  They say Jesus never really claimed to be God.  They say the writers of the New Testament just made up that stuff to make Jesus bigger than He really was.  The writers put words in Jesus’ mouth.  All the miracles and all the claims to be God are just not true.
In responding to this idea, let’s consider a timeline of events.
a.
There is very good evidence that Jesus was crucified in AD 33 (Wayne House, Chronological and Background Charts of the New Testament, 129, reflecting Hoehner’s chronology).
b.
Within a very short period of time—a matter of weeks—the apostles began preaching the good news that Jesus rose from the dead.  The majority of what we know about Jesus comes from the gospel writers, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John in the New Testament.  Let’s look at when they were written (House, 16-17).
(1)
The Gospel of Mark, the first gospel to be written, was penned in the 50s or 60s.  Mark was a disciple of the apostle Peter, and Mark records Peter’s firsthand accounts of what he saw and heard.
(2)
The Gospel of Luke was written in AD 60.  Luke wrote his gospel based on interviewing those who were with Jesus.
(3)
The Gospel of Matthew was written in the 60s.  Matthew was himself an eyewitness to the things Jesus said and did.

(4)
The Gospel of John, the last to be written, was penned in the 80s or 90s.  John was an eyewitness to the things Jesus said and did.
c.
Some scholars quibble about these dates, but there is broad consensus that the Gospels were written well within the lifetime of Jesus’ contemporaries (Kreeft, 232).

d.
You say, “So, what?  Who cares when this stuff happened?”  Well, if the apostles preached and the Gospels were written well within the lifetime of those who knew Jesus firsthand, then there would be plenty of people around to refute the claim that Jesus is God, and that he performed miracles.
For example, someone living to 70 years of age could have seen and heard Jesus in person, and then would have had the opportunity to read any of the Gospels.

So, when John spoke and wrote of Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead, people would have been around to say, “That’s baloney, I knew Lazarus.  I knew his sisters, Mary and Martha.  Lazarus died, and he stayed dead.”
Consider a modern example. What if I were to tell you that Elvis Presley is the king?
You might say, “Yes, I know.  He’s the king of rock and roll.”
And I say, “No, I mean the King of kings, and Lord of lords.  Elvis is God.  Elvis was always saying that he was God.  Now, we know it’s true because he performed great miracles like raising Duke Ellington from the dead.  And Elvis himself is risen from the dead.  So, let’s bow down and worship him.  Let’s devote our lives to following Elvis.”
And you say, “Bob, Elvis died in 1977.  And he’s still dead.  Elvis never said he was God.  And Duke Ellington died in 1974, and he’s still dead.  Elvis is not God.  Are you nuts?”
And I say, “Don’t be cruel.”

And then you send me to a shrink and look for my replacement because my claims completely contradict contemporary, firsthand witnesses.  You would not expect my patently bogus testimony—assertions that could be so easily discredited—to stand up as the basis for a new “Elvisanity” religion that would change the world in ways that no religion ever has.
Similarly, it is unreasonable to expect that Christianity’s explosive, world-changing growth could be explained on the basis of the bogus testimony of Gospel writers who could have been so easily discredited by their contemporaries, many of whom would have been strongly motivated to do so.  So, you see, doctoring the data does not really deliver us from the dilemma.  If He’s not God, He’s not good.
V.
But, it’s is still hard to believe that Jesus is God, isn’t it.  Thankfully, there is some help for the dilemma.  You see, the Bible is the only sacred book I know that challenges unbelief by foretelling the future.  For example, the Old Testament contains many passages written hundreds of years before Jesus that make predictions concerning a coming Messiah.  Jesus fulfills these predictions.  I could try to persuade you with the incredibly remote possibility that anyone could fulfill all these predictions so perfectly by chance alone.  I won’t.  I’m just going to show you one prophetic passage, and I’ll let you decide.
At the beginning of the movie, The Passion of the Christ, a little Bible verse appears on the screen.  It’s one verse from Isaiah, Chapter 53.  The context of the verse is a song about an unnamed Servant that extends from Isaiah 52:13 to Isaiah 53:12.  It was written some 700 years before Christ.  That The Passion would open with this quote from Isaiah 53 is very appropriate because it’s a startlingly clear prediction of the suffering of Jesus the Christ for our sins.

At least it was startling to Barry Leventhal.  Barry Leventhal was born in Los Angeles, the grandson of Jewish immigrants.  He grew up in a Jewish home and attended UCLA on a full football scholarship.  Leventhal participated in UCLA’s first Rose Bowl victory in 1966.  He recalls a time shortly after the Rose Bowl victory.  He says,
I vividly remember the first time I seriously confronted Isaiah 53, or better still, the first time it seriously confronted me.  Being rather confused over the identity of the Servant in Isaiah 53, I went to my local rabbi and said to him, “Rabbi, I have met some people at school who claim that the so-called Servant in Isaiah 53 is none other than Jesus of Nazareth.  But I would like to know from you, who is the Servant in Isaiah 53?”

I was astonished at his response. “Barry, I must admit that as I read Isaiah 53 it does seem to be talking about Jesus, but since we Jews do not believe in Jesus, it can’t be speaking about Jesus.”

Leventhal says,

Not only did his so-called reasoning sound circular, it also sounded evasive and even fearful (Leventhal, “Why I Believe Jesus is the Promised Messiah,” in Why I Am a Christian, 213).

Why is Isaiah 53 so provocative?  Let me show you.  The song of the Servant is divided into three sections:  the prologue, the body, and the epilogue.
A.
In the prologue, which actually reaches back to Isaiah 52:13-15, God speaks through the prophet Isaiah, saying that the Servant would be highly exalted one day, and even honored by the leaders of Gentile nations, but only after He is so severely disfigured that He would be virtually unrecognizable and appalling.  It says,
NIV Isaiah 52:13 See, my servant will act wisely; he will be raised and lifted up and highly exalted. 14 Just as there were many who were appalled at him--his appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any man and his form marred beyond human likeness--15 so will he sprinkle many nations, and kings will shut their mouths because of him. For what they were not told, they will see, and what they have not heard, they will understand.

B.
In the body of the song in Chapter 53, Verses 1-9, Isaiah writes that the Servant would grow up to be a man with a normal outward appearance.  But He would be without sin.  Nevertheless, He would be despised and rejected by the Jews in particular and by people in general.  And He would voluntarily submit Himself to be pierced, crushed, punished, and wounded unto death as payment for the sins of all humanity.  The people would misjudge the meaning of His death, thinking that He was being punished for His own sin, not recognizing that He was being punished for the their own iniquities and for the sins of the whole world.  All through the ordeal, He would remain silent, barely uttering a word.  And He would be buried in a rich man’s tomb.
The body of the song goes like this:

NIV Isaiah 53:1 Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 2 He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 3 He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. Like one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 4 Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. 5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. 6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 7 He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away. And who can speak of his descendants? For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of my people he was stricken. 9 He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth.

C.
In the epilogue of Verses 10-12, Isaiah says that the Servant’s punishment will constitute an atonement, a guilt offering through which people will be justified and the Servant Himself will be exalted.  The Servant will die alongside transgressors.  And afterwards, He will come alive again.

The epilogue says,
NIV Isaiah 53:10 Yet it was the LORD's will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the LORD makes his life a guilt offering, he will see his offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand. 11 After the suffering of his soul, he will see the light of life and be satisfied; by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities. 12 Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with the strong, because he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.

The prevailing modern Jewish opinion is that the Servant is the nation of Israel, not Jesus.  But this is an implausible stretch.  The Servant is sinless; Israel is not.  The Servant laid down His life willingly; Israel has not.  The Servant died; Israel has not.  The Servant paid for the sins of others; Israel cannot (Leventhal, 211). 

After considering the song of the Servant in Isaiah, Barry Leventhal recognized the true identity of the Servant.  The Servant is Messiah.  The Servant is Yeshua, the Hebrew word for Jesus.  He is good.  And He is God.  Leventhal says,
My course of action seemed all too obvious.  I had to receive Yeshua . . .  So, I found a quiet place—alone with God—and prayed a very simple, childlike prayer:  “Jesus, I believe that you are the promised Messiah for the Jewish people and for the whole world, and so, for me as well, and that you died for my sins and that you are alive from the dead forevermore . . . (Leventhal, 220)”
By simply believing that Jesus, God’s Son, died and rose again to be his Savior from sin, Barry Leventhal received eternal life; he became a Christian.  That’s all it takes:  faith alone in Christ alone.
By the way, Barry Leventhal went on the receive his Ph.D. from Dallas Seminary, and is currently academic dean and professor at Southern Evangelical Seminary.

You don’t have to go to seminary, but will you believe as Barry Leventhal did?  Will you believe in Jesus as the Son of God who died and rose again for your sins?  Jesus is good.  And, He’s God.
Message by Bob Kerrey, Moon Valley Bible Church, 2004-03-28
Message by Bob Kerrey, Moon Valley Bible Church, 2004-03-28

