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Hark! The Herald Angel
A Dramatic Monologue

Characteristic:  Faith
Big Idea:    Connect the dots.
Introduction:

A.
This is a rare appearance.  We don’t usually draw attention to ourselves.  We’re usually invisible.  But sometimes we’ve just got to get your attention.  And when we do, it freaks people out.  I think it’s because you people tend to focus only on what you can see.  When the unseen becomes visible—when suddenly you get a glimpse of the reality of the unseen world—you get all freaked out because you haven’t really been thinking about it.

B.
And when you freak, we try to calm you down by saying stuff like, “fear not” and “don’t be afraid,” but you guys get so freaked that it doesn’t do much good.  It can be discouraging.  How would you feel if people freaked out every time you showed up?  It’s enough to give a guy a complex.

C.
That’s why I come this morning in human form, dressed like a homeless person.  It’s my way of becoming visible in an almost invisible way.  You see, I’ve been watching your kind.  Homeless people seem almost invisible in your culture; other people don’t pay much attention to them.  So this is my way of sneaking in.  We do this kind of thing more than you know.  If you only knew how many of us have visited you without you ever knowing it (Hebrews 13:2).  You’d freak out.

D.
Most of the time we’re invisible because that’s the way the Utmost Unseen wants it.  I’m struggling for a word that you would understand.  I guess you could say the Utmost Unseen is in a way bashful.  He doesn’t force Himself on anybody.  He gives you the dots, but He wants you to connect them.  The dots are what you can see.  The dots are visible to the naked eye.  The connections are what you can’t see.  The connections are spiritually discerned.  The dots are simply the Utmost Unseen’s invitation to connect—to connect with Him, to see Him who is unseen.
You humans know more and more about the dots and less and less about the connections.  Your schools are mostly about dots.  You can get a Ph.D. in a dot and miss the connection entirely.  You know dot’s, but you don’t know diddley.
He waits for you to connect the dots.  So do we.  And we rejoice when you do (Luke 15:10).
1.
Thousands of years ago, I appeared to a man named Daniel.  It’s in the Bible (Daniel 8:17; 9:21-26).  I needed to point out some things He couldn’t see.  What’d he do?  He freaked out.  I told him when the Utmost Unseen was coming.  I gave it to Him in a kind of mathematical riddle.  He wrote it down, but nobody really connected the dots until after the Utmost Unseen came.  Even then, few connected the dots.
2.
Much later, I made myself visible to Zechariah (Luke 1:11-19).  I needed to point out some things that he couldn’t see.  He was a Jewish priest, an older fellow.  He and his wife Elizabeth had never been able to have a child of their own, even though they had prayed earnestly for one.  One day, while Zechariah was performing his priestly duties in the temple, I popped in on him.  He freaked out.
I said, “Don’t be afraid, Zechariah.  You and Elizabeth are going to have a boy.  His name will be John.  And he will prepare the way for the coming of the Utmost Unseen.”

Zechariah then asked the question I have heard a thousand times:  “How can I know?”  You people always ask that.  “How can I know?  How can you prove it?  Can you give me a sign?  How can I know?”

I simply pointed to the Utmost Unseen as the source of my information.  You see, the Utmost Unseen is not terribly interested in proving Himself by jumping through all the hoops you humans devise.  He simply provides the dots and invites you to connect them.  Still looking for some kind of sign?  I’ve got one.  Here’s your sign:  Connect the dots.
3.
A few months later I appeared to Mary (Luke 1:26-37).  I needed to point out some things she couldn’t see.  I said, “Greetings, favored woman!”  She freaked out.  I said, “Don’t be frightened.  You’re going to have a baby boy—a boy who is the Utmost Unseen.  It’s going to be great!”
Her response was typical.  She said, “How?  How can I have a baby?  I am a virgin.”  She just couldn’t see how it could happen.

I told her that the Utmost Unseen would see to it.  I told her that nothing is impossible for the Utmost Unseen.  That’s one of the most important things I’ve ever said:  Nothing is impossible for Him.  Just because you can’t see it doesn’t mean it’s not real.  Just because you can’t imagine it, doesn’t mean that it can’t be done.  After all, how big a deal is it for the Creator of the dots to create one more?”  Connect the dots.
4.
Shortly thereafter, I went over to visit Joseph (Matthew 1:20-21).  I needed to point out some things he couldn’t see.  You see, Joseph was engaged to Mary.  When he found out that Mary was pregnant, he was very upset.  Understandably so.  As far as he could see, Mary had been unfaithful to him.
I said to Joseph, “Mary has conceived by the Utmost Unseen.  She will have a son.  And He will save His people from their sins.”  Joseph didn’t connect the dots right then.  Not entirely.  The idea was so unnatural he couldn’t see it.  An invisible salvation received through an invisible faith in the Utmost Unseen.
5.
Some months later, I watched the Utmost Unseen come into the world a baby.  The thing that made it extraordinary was that it was so ordinary.  When the Creator of all that seen and unseen chose to become visible, He did so almost invisibly.  It was so lowly, so humble, so ordinary no one noticed.  Like I said, the Utmost Unseen is bashful, not wanting to force Himself on anyone.
On the very night in which the Utmost Unseen became visible, I appeared to some shepherds.  I needed to point out some things they couldn’t see.  They freaked out.
I said, “Don’t be afraid.  I have some great news!  Tonight, in Bethlehem, the Savior is born.”

Think of it.  The Utmost Unseen became visible that night.  The Utmost Unseen became a baby so that humans could behold Him—so that you could see—so that you could connect the dots.

6.
But most people didn’t connect the dots.  Instead of connection, there was crucifixion.  People couldn’t handle the Utmost Unseen in the flesh.  He grew to be a man, and He saw right through them.  He revealed the darkness of their own hearts.  He brought to light their own blindness.  So, they killed Him.  Out of sight, out of mind.
We were waiting as they did it.  As Utmost Unseen was hanging on the cross, millions of us were waiting for a word from Him—just a word for us to come down and slaughter those who wronged Him.  We were ready.  But no word came.  He was silent.  The humans didn’t see what they were doing.  We saw everything.
Humans aren’t the only ones who are evil.  You’re not even the first.  Many of us are evil, too.  Many of us have turned our backs in opposition to the Utmost Unseen.  Remember the serpent in Garden of Eden?  He’s one of us.  And there are millions like him who are opposed to the Utmost Unseen.  Invisible deceivers all.  They oppose Him by blinding you—by blinding you to the reality of the unseen.  It’s not that hard.  It’s easy for them when you don’t even think they’re there.
7.
Two women came to the tomb where Jesus had been buried (Luke 24:2-7).  I was there.  I needed to point out some things that they couldn’t see.  The women came to anoint the body with spices and perfumes.  But the tomb was empty.  They were troubled.  Then, I appeared to them.  They freaked out.  I said, “Why are you looking in a tomb for someone who is alive.  He isn’t here.  He is risen from the dead!  Don’t you see it?  He told you that He would be crucified and that He would rise again on the third day.  It was all part of His plan to die in your place, on your behalf to pay for your sins.”  Connect the dots.
8.
The undead Utmost Unseen appeared to many before He ascended to heaven, out of sight.  You are here in this place because His disciples connected the dots, and they devoted their lives to encouraging others to connect the dots also.  Likewise, I encourage you, don’t overlook the things you can’t see.  Let the tree in your house remind you of the unseen tree on which the Utmost Unseen died for you.  Let the gift beneath the tree remind you of the unseen gift of eternal life that is yours when, by faith, you connect the dots—when you trust your life and your future to the Utmost Unseen.
When you do, I’ll rejoice.  All of us in my group have a party whenever one of you guys connect the dots (Luke 15:10).  We’re watching.  And waiting.  Connect the dots.
9.
Oh, and the Utmost Unseen.  He’s coming back.  I don’t know exactly when He’s coming back, but when He does, He’s bringing us with Him.  You’ll see.  We’re all coming! (Matthew 25:31)  We’ll celebrate together with all you who have connected the dots.  It’ll be a Christmas celebration like no other.  In this case, the sequel will definitely be better than the original.  We’ll sing Christmas carols.  Which reminds me.  You people never sing my favorite.  It’s in the book of Revelation.  It’s a carol that kind of connects the dots.  It goes like this:  “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty—the one who always was, who is, and who is still to come.”  See what I mean?  Connect the dots.
10.
Well, that’s pretty much what I came to say.  I just needed to point out some things that maybe you’re not seeing.  Connect the dots.

Oh, and one other thing.  If the Utmost Unseen tells me to pop in on you sometime, please, don’t freak out.
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