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When Do You Know You’ve Finally Arrived?

A Study of Exodus 14-17

Characteristic:  Christian Life
Big Idea:  Stop awfulizing and start realizing God is with you and He is enough for any circumstance.
Introduction:

A.
We have a saying in America.  When someone has achieved a certain status in life, we say, “He has arrived.”  It means that the person has arrived at the place in life that he has always wanted.  He has broken through some kind of barrier; he’s reached some kind of goal, and from here on out, things are going to be smoother, better, easier.

It’s the imaginary place in life where you don’t have to accelerate anymore; you can put it on cruise control.  You’re up to speed.  You’ve got it all.
B.
We all dream about arriving.  Just about everything in our culture feeds the dream of arriving.  And although our imagined destinations may differ, some things seem pretty much the same for everybody.

1.
First, we’re all working to arrive someplace.  A  place of prosperity.  Or a place of health.  Or a place of security.  Or a place of comfort and pleasure.  Or a place of achievement.  Or a place of rest.  Or a place of admiration and acceptance.  Or a place of emotional well-being.  Or even a place of spiritual maturity.
2.
Second, the feelings we imagine we’ll have when we get there are largely the same.  We’ll be happy.  We’ll be content.  We’ll be at peace.  There will be a certain serenity in our lives.  A freedom from pain.  A balance.  A fulfillment.  A settled satisfaction.
C.
The problem is our arrival to wherever we’re going can seem so illusive.
1.
For example, sometimes we think that other people have arrived at the place where we want to be.  We think, “Wow, if I could just be in their place.”  But, if you talk to them, they don’t feel like they’ve arrived.
Just a few short months ago, many people would have thought that basketball star, Kobe Bryant had arrived.  A top performer in his profession.  A good reputation.  A multi-millionaire.  Young.  Good looking.  An attractive wife.  Most would say he’s arrived.  He appeared to have it all.
But apparently he didn’t think he had it all.  He was driven to pursue even more through an adulterous relationship, and he is now accused of sexual assault.  Ask him now if he feels like he’s arrived, and I suspect his answer would be, “no.”

2.
Arriving can be illusive in another way.  Sometimes we do arrive at the place where we always wanted to go.  But when we get there, we don’t feel like we hoped we would feel.

I spent about 15 years in business.  I remember having certain salary thresholds in my mind.  I would think to myself, “If I could only reach that salary, we could cruise.  We’d be on easy street.”  Well, I would reach that salary threshold and find that we weren’t on easy street.  So, I would rationalize that the magic number must be bigger and I would set a new, higher threshold.  I did that repeatedly.  And repeatedly I’d arrive where I wanted to go, but it did not satisfy like I thought it would.
3.
Arriving can be illusive in yet another way.  Sometimes we think that maybe we’ve arrived, and it feels terrific.  It’s everything we hoped for.  But it doesn’t last.  So, we wonder if we’ve really arrived after all.
I’ve experienced this in my relationship with God.  I’ve had certain extraordinary, mountaintop experiences in which the presence of God enraptures me, the love of God washes over me, the peace of God enfolds me, the Word of God speaks to me, the provision of God wows me, and the purposes of God compel me.  And I think, “I’ve finally arrived.  I’ve broken through to a new, easier, more fulfilling place in my relationship with God.  This is so good.”
And then life kicks me to the curb and mocks me, as if to say, “What were you thinking?”  The highest mountaintop can lead to the lowest valley in a matter of days.  Sometimes hours.  Arriving is so illusive.
D.
That brings us to the $64 question of the day:   When do you know you’ve finally arrived?  Well, we can take a lesson from the Israelites.  Their life lessons are recorded for us in  Chapters 14-17 of the book of Exodus.  In fact, the Apostle Paul looks back on the historical events in Exodus and he says in  1 Corinthians 10:11:
NAU 1 Corinthians 10:11 Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for our instruction . . .
Our text in Exodus will instruct us.  It will give us an answer to the question, “When do you know you’ve finally arrived?”  And the answer to this question will  build our belief about the nature of the Christian Life.  That’s the characteristic of completeness in Christ that we’re going to be working on today:  the Christian Life.
Let’s dig into our text.
I.
No quite a month ago, we looked at Exodus 14 and learned how God parts the Red Sea for the Israelites.
A.
Moses and the Israelites are trapped against the Red Sea.  Pharaoh and his army are approaching.
B.
The Israelites awfulize.  Awfulize is not a word.  But I’d like to make it a word.  It means to consider your situation to be a God-forsaken, awful place to be, and to grumble about it.  To awfulize is to think that God has somehow fallen asleep at the wheel and He’s driving you into a head-on collision that is going to be terrible.  Awfulizing is described in  Exodus 14:10-12:
NAU Exodus 14:10 As Pharaoh drew near, the sons of Israel looked, and behold, the Egyptians were marching after them, and they became very frightened; so the sons of Israel cried out to the LORD.  11 Then they said to Moses, “Is it because there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? Why have you dealt with us in this way, bringing us out of Egypt?  12 “Is this not the word that we spoke to you in Egypt, saying, ‘Leave us alone that we may serve the Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.”
That’s a good example of awfulizing.

C.
 Despite their awfulizing, God proves that He is enough.  He saves them.  He parts the Red Sea, lets the Israelites through, and drowns all the Egyptians.
D.
Awfulizing then turns to rhapsodizing.  The Israelites are elated.  They celebrate.  In fact, the first 20 verses of Exodus Chapter 15 record praises sung to the Lord.  Here’s a line from the song in  Verse 13.  It says,
NAU Exodus 15:13 “In Your lovingkindness You have led the people whom You have redeemed; In Your strength You have guided them to Your holy habitation.”
This is a way of saying, “We have arrived!  Finally, we’ve arrived at the ‘holy habitation.’  No more Pharaoh!  No more bondage!  We’re cruisin’ now!  We’ve arrived.”
But they haven’t really arrived.

II.
In just three days, their rhapsodizing turns to awfulizing again.
A.
Verse 22 points out the problem:  no water.  It  says,
NAU Exodus 15:22 Then Moses led Israel from the Red Sea, and they went out into the wilderness of Shur; and they went three days in the wilderness and found no water.
B.
It actually may seem even worse than having no water.  You see, they come to some water, but it’s undrinkable.  Their thirst kicks them to the curb, and the contaminated water just stands there, seeming to mock them.   Verse 23 says,

NAU Exodus 15:23 When they came to Marah, they could not drink the waters of Marah, for they were bitter; therefore it was named Marah.
“Marah” means bitterness.  It’s what the water is.  And it’s what the Israelites feel.
C.
So, the Israelites begin awfulizing again.   Verse 24 says,
NAU Exodus 15:24 So the people grumbled at Moses, saying, “What shall we drink?”
At first, this seems a dumb question.  The answer is obvious:  There is nothing to drink.

But this is not really a question intended to seek information.  This is a question intended to assign blame.  They’re making a statement.  “We’re in this God-forsaken, awful place.  Moses, you’re the God guy, so you’re responsible.  We lucked out back at the Red Sea, but our number’s up now.  Where is God?”
They grumble.  Here’s what the word,  “grumble” means, according to the Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament:

. . . the verb means to express resentment, dissatisfaction, anger, and complaint by grumbling in half-muted tones . . . 

 The true nature of this murmuring is seen in the fact that it is an open act of rebellion against the Lord and a stubborn refusal to believe God's word and God's miraculous works.

D.
Despite their awfulizing, God proves once again that He is enough.  He saves the Israelites again.  God provides a way to make the water drinkable.   Verse 25 says,
NAU Exodus 15:25a Then he [Moses] cried out to the LORD, and the LORD showed him a tree; and he threw it into the waters, and the waters became sweet. . . .
E.
Then in the last part of Verse 25, it says something very interesting.  It  says
NAU Exodus 15:25b . . . there He tested them.

God is testing the Israelites with this hardship.  God’s tests are not designed for Him to find out what’s in our hearts; He already knows that.  God’s tests are designed to reveal to us what’s in our hearts so that we can see it, learn from it, and be refined by it.

This is corroborated by the definition of the Hebrew word for,  “test” (TWOT).  It says,

In most contexts [it] has the idea of testing or proving the quality of someone or something, often through adversity or hardship . . .  Such testing by God, however, was not without intent. It was to refine the character of man that he might walk more closely in God's ways.
So, it seems there is something that the Israelites are misunderstanding about this whole “arriving” business that God wants to correct.  Just as something was contaminating the water, there is something contaminating their hearts, and God wants to refine out of them.  What’s the problem?  We’re not told yet.
F.
Shortly thereafter, God leads the people to a place of rest and refreshment.   Verse 27 says,
NAU Exodus 15:27 Then they came to Elim where there were twelve springs of water and seventy date palms, and they camped there beside the waters.

We’re not told, but I imagine their awfulizing turns to rhapsodizing at this point.  “Whew.  We thought we were going to bite the big one there.  We had some doubts.  But now we’re cookin’.  It’s fat city from here on out.  No more thirst!  No more drought!  Finally, we’ve arrived!”

But they haven’t really arrived.

III.
In about a month, their rhapsodizing turns to awfulizing again.
A.
Exodus 16:1 records the journey.  It  says,
NAU Exodus 16:1 Then they set out from Elim, and all the congregation of the sons of Israel came to the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after their departure from the land of Egypt.

B.
Exodus 16:2-3 presents the problem. The Israelites are out of food.  They’re hungry.  And they begin to awfulize. It  says,
NAU Exodus 16:2 The whole congregation of the sons of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness.  3 The sons of Israel said to them, “Would that we had died by the LORD'S hand in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the pots of meat, when we ate bread to the full; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.”
C.
Despite their awfulizing, the Lord proves once again that He is enough.  He provides for them.  The Lord explains the plan to Moses in  Verse 4:

NAU Exodus 16:4 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you; and the people shall go out and gather a day’s portion every day . . .”
You may know the story.  That evening, God brings quail for meat, covering the entire Israelite camp.  In the morning, God brings flakes of bread called manna, covering the wilderness.

The Israelites are instructed to gather just enough manna for each day.  They are not to store it up, except on the sixth day when they are to gather two-day’s worth so that they can rest on the Sabbath.
D.
God provides in this way and gives these instructions for a specific purpose. He explains His purpose in the last part of  Verse 4.  He says it’s so . . .
NAU Exodus 16:4b “. . . that I may test them, whether or not they will walk in My instruction.”

There’s that word,  “test” again.  God is trying to reveal what is in their hearts.  He is trying to refine out some misconceptions about when you really arrive in life.
E.
What does the test reveal?  Distrust.  Unbelief.
1.
Some of the people don’t trust God.  So they gather more manna than they need, saving leftovers for the next day, just in case God fails them.  But the leftovers breed worms and become foul.
2.
Then, on the Sabbath, when they are instructed not to gather manna, but to rest, some go out to gather anyway, perhaps thinking, “better get as much of this stuff as I can, just in case God doesn’t provide.”  But, God provides no manna on the Sabbath.
F.
Despite some of the people who did not follow instructions, I imagine when God provides the meat and the bread in such a miraculous way, the people go from awfulizing to rhapsodizing once again.
To memorialize God’s provision, the Israelites are to keep a jar of manna on display for all their generations to see.  “Finally, we got the water we need.  We got the food we need.  We’re ready to roll.  We’re set.  We’re secure.  We’ve finally arrived.”
But they haven’t really arrived.
IV.
In a very short time, their rhapsodizing turns to awfulizing again.

A.
 Exodus 17:1 records the recurrent problem:  no water.
NAU Exodus 17:1 Then all the congregation of the sons of Israel journeyed by stages from the wilderness of Sin, according to the command of the LORD, and camped at Rephidim, and there was no water for the people to drink.

B.
 Exodus 17:2 records the recurrent awfulizing:
NAU Exodus 17:2 Therefore the people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water that we may drink.”
 “Quarreled” is a stronger word than “grumbled.”  “Quarreled” indicates that the Israelites have progressed from murmuring to all-out verbal combat.  It’s awfulizing in all caps.
Why would the Israelites awfulize in this situation?  Why wouldn’t they just remember what God did before and trust?  I think it’s because they thought they had arrived.  They thought they were through with the drought problem.  They thought that God had taken them beyond the problem with water.  And, when the problem recurs, their assumptions come tumbling down and their trust in God is lost somewhere in the rubble.  Their perspective on what it means to finally arrive keeps getting them into trouble.  And for 3,500 years, the human perspective on what it means to finally arrive keeps getting us into trouble.  What’s the problem?  Stay tuned.
C.
Moses responds to the people in the last part of  Verse 2:
NAU Exodus 17:2 . . . And Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?”
This is an interesting development.  There’s the word,  “test” again.  Only this time, it’s not God testing the Israelites.  It’s the Israelites testing God.
Remember what testing is.  It involves testing or proving or revealing the quality of a person’s character.  When God tests the Israelites, He’s calling into question their character.  When the Israelites test God, they are calling into question His character.  God tests the Israelites, saying, “I’m trying to show you that you have a problem.”  The Israelites test God, saying, “Hey, the problem is yours, buddy.”
D.
And they continue to awfulize in  Verse 3:
NAU Exodus 17:3 But the people thirsted there for water; and they grumbled against Moses and said, “Why, now, have you brought us up from Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?”
E.
Despite their awfulizing, again God proves that He is enough.  He graciously saves His people yet again.  He orders Moses to strike a rock with his staff, and water comes gushing from the rock to satisfy the thirst of the Israelites.
F.
Now Exodus 17:7 marks the end of our text for study today.  And it holds an interpretive key.  It  says,
NAU Exodus 17:7 He [Moses] named the place Massah [which means, “test”] and Meribah [which means, “quarrel”] because of the quarrel of the sons of Israel, and because they tested the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD among us, or not?”
This gives us a clue as to the root problem with the Israelites.  The clue is in the question:  “Is the LORD among us, or not?”
1.
 “LORD” is a translation of the Hebrew word, “Yahweh.”  It’s not a title.  It’s God’s personal name.  And the root meaning of the name can be rendered something like, “the One who is for us” (Ron Allen, class notes).
2.
And the term,  “among us” means much more than just physical proximity.  It “denotes being or coming into the most near and intimate proximity” of someone (TWOT).  In fact, this term is used in some other places in the Bible to describe sexual intimacy.
3.
The Israelites want the Lord to be at their side.  They want a close, personal relationship with the living God.  They want God to always be there for them.  To embrace them.  To love them.  To tenderly care for them.  To provide for them.  To strengthen and sustain them.  To keep them under His wing.
Isn’t that what you want?  If you’re a believer, isn’t that where you want to be, in the closest possible relationship with the Lord?  And wouldn’t that constitute having arrived?
4.
But the Israelites are questioning their relationship with the Lord.  “Is the LORD among us, or not?”  “Have we arrived, or not?”

The problem is that the Israelites link God’s closeness with their circumstances.  Here’s their  faulty logic.  It’s the logic that continues to fool us today.
a.
Here’s the  first premise:  When God is with me, life will get easier.  For the believer, that’s pretty much the same thing as saying, when I’ve arrived, life will get easier.
b.
Here’s the  second premise:  Life is not getting easier.

c.
Here’s the  logical conclusion:  God is not with me.
d.
And, here’s the  first logical result:  I will awfulize.

e.
And, here’s the  second logical result:  I will test God.  I will question His goodness and sufficiency.  I will question the validity of trusting Him.  And I will think about putting my trust in something else, anything else that will ease my pain.
The  first premise links the Lord’s presence with circumstances.  When circumstances are easy, comfortable, and fulfilling, we rhapsodize.  When circumstances are difficult, painful, and grueling, we awfulize.
We go away to a church camp or spiritual retreat or missions trip, and we think, “Oh great, I’ve finally arrived!”  We return to the same difficult circumstances at home, and we think, “Oh no, I guess I haven’t arrived; this is awful.  What was I thinking?”
The problem is the first premise is a lie.  The Lord’s presence with us does not make life easier.  In fact, the Christian life can be hard.  Very hard.  Name one hero of the faith whose life was easy.  Name one.  
In fact, I would argue that the Lord purposely orchestrates challenging circumstances to teach the Israelites that the first premise is false. God is saying to the Israelites and to us, “Stop awfulizing and start realizing—stop awfulizing and start realizing I am with you and I am enough for any circumstance.”

In fact, that is  the big idea of this entire message:  stop awfulizing and start realizing God is with you and He is enough for any circumstance.
5.
The Apostle Paul learned this the way we do.  Through experience.  Paul suffered with a chronic illness that was a constant source of pain and discouragement.  Paul asked the Lord to heal him over and over again.  “Lord, I’m a Christian now.  I’m doing your work.  I want to do even more.  But this illness is holding me back.  I hate this.  It’s awful.  Please take it away.”  God chose not to.  In  2 Corinthians 12:9, God says to Paul, as He says to you and me,

NAU 2 Corinthians 12:9 “My grace is sufficient for you . . .”

“I am enough.  Enough to see you through.  Enough to redeem your pain and turn it into something good.  Enough refine your character like gold, turning up the heat, and skimming off the dross.  I am enough.  Stop awfulizing and start realizing it.”

This lesson is so important that Paul turns to us in  2 Corinthians 3:5, and says, listen,

NAU 2 Corinthians 3:5 . . . our adequacy is from God.
And, he says in  Philippians 4:11, 13
NAU Philippians 4:11 . . . I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am . . . 13 I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.

Stop awfulizing and start realizing God is with you and He is enough for any circumstance.

6.
So,  let’s go back to our logic.  Replacing the first faulty premise with this truth changes everything.  The renewed thinking, the true logic goes like this:

a.
Here’s the new  first premise:  God is with me and He is enough for any circumstance.

b.
Here’s the  second premise:  Life is not getting easier.  That remains the same.
c.
Here’s the  conclusion:  God is still present and sufficient in the midst of my difficulties.

d.
Here’s the first logical result:  I will not awfulize.  Instead  I will rhapsodize about God’s sufficiency.  I will learn it.  I will remember it.  I will claim it.  I will sing it.  I will shout it in the face of my enemy, even with my last breath, if I have to.
e.
Here’s the second logical result:  I will not test the Lord.  Instead,  I will entrust testing to God, realizing that it is for my good.
7.
This takes us back to the question with which I started this message:  When do you know you’ve finally arrived?  The answer depends on the destination you have in mind.

a.
If, like most people, the destination you have in mind is everything you’ve ever hoped for in the way of comfort, enjoyment, peace, pleasure, happiness, and all the rest—if that is the destination you have in mind, two out of the following three answers apply to you.
(1)
First, you need to know that the answer for every person is, “Not in this life.”  This applies to everyone.  You don’t really arrive in this life.  No one ever does.  You’re not supposed to; this is a fallen world, full of sin, pain, and hardship.  Heaven on earth is a mirage.
(2)
Second, you need to know that the answer for the unbeliever is also, “never.”  If you never trust Jesus Christ as your Savior from sin, you will never arrive.  That’s the sad truth.
(3)
Third, you need to know that the answer for the believer is, “after.”  If you are a believer in Jesus, you will finally arrive, but it won’t be in this life, it will be after this life, in the life to come.  This life is full of painful testing in preparation for our wonderful triumph in heaven.
b.
On the other hand, if you are a believer, and the destination you have in mind is not everything you’ve ever hoped for in terms of comfort, enjoyment, happiness, etc., but instead, what you have in mind is a personal, loving relationship with the Lord, I have good news.  You’ve already arrived.  He’s with you and He’ll never leave you.  Not ever.  You’ve arrived.

So, stop awfulizing and start realizing.  God is with you and He is enough for any circumstance.
He’s enough for your thirst.

He’s enough for your hunger.

He’s enough for your pain.

He’s enough for your cancer.

He’s enough for your surgery.

He’s enough for your multiple sclerosis.

He’s enough for your loneliness.

He’s enough for your broken heart.

He’s enough for your weariness.

He’s enough for your shame.

He’s enough for your woundedness.

He’s enough for your school.

He’s enough for your work.

He’s enough for your home.

He’s enough for your finances.

He’s enough for your interview.

He’s enough for your wedding.
He’s enough for your loss.

He’s enough for your future.

He’s enough.  More than enough.
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