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Symbols of Salvation

A Study of Exodus 12

Characteristic:  Salvation by Grace

Big Idea:  God has had you on his heart forever.

Introduction:

A.
(Cell phone skit.  When Bob exits, saying “I’m satisfied with my current phone service” then  advance to the video.)
B.
This morning we're going to be taking communion.  It's a time when we take bread and juice that help us remember what Jesus Christ has done for us.  Today our entire service is dedicated to this remembrance.

Many of you have taken communion before.  But after this morning, your perspective of the bread and the juice will be forever changed.  At least that is my prayer.

My hope is that your view of communion will go deeper today—so deep that it changes your life.  We're going to trace the history of communion.  I know that, for many, the word, "history" has much the same inspirational effect as the word, "Sominex."  But this is different.  It's not just about communion, it's about you.

C.
You see, I want to show you that God has had you on His heart forever.  In fact, that's the  big idea of this entire message:  God has had you on His heart forever.  I want to introduce this idea right up front, and I'll keep it up on the screen so you can let it soak.

D.
I want to give you a deeper understanding of the grace and love behind this idea.  This is important because in order to become  complete in Christ, we need to deepen our beliefs about salvation by grace.  That's the characteristic of completeness we're talking about today:  salvation by grace.  I'll leave that up on the screen, too.

E.
Tracing the history of communion takes us back some 3,500 year—about 1,500 years before Christ came.  It's the time of the exodus.  It's when God liberates His people from bondage in Egypt.  God brings nine of ten miraculous plagues or judgments on the Egyptians.  On the eve of the tenth plague, God institutes something called the Passover.  Passover is explained in Exodus, Chapter 12, which serves as our primary text for study this morning.

F.
This message has two basic parts.  First, I will summarize God's instructions for Passover.  Then, I want to explain the remarkable connection between Passover and communion.  In the midst of the explanation, we'll be taking communion together.

I.
First, let's go through God's instructions for Passover as recorded in Exodus 12.  In  Verse 43, God says, “This is the ordinance of the Passover . . .”
A.
A straight-through reading of Exodus 12 can be a little confusing for a number of reasons.

1.
It can be confusing because there is a blending of what the Israelites were to do in their immediate circumstances and what they were to do in the years to come in commemoration of the original event.

2.
It can also be confusing because there is some recapitulation; it doesn't move in a perfectly linear, a-to-z progression.

3.
It can also be confusing because the ancient Jewish calendar does not match ours.  Jewish months have different names and do not coincide with our months.  And the days are not counted the same.  An ancient Jewish day begins at sundown, extends through the night, lasts through morning and afternoon, and ends the next sundown.  For example, today would be counted as having started at sundown last night, and it will end at sundown this evening.

In order to help digest the Passover instructions in one sitting, I've tried to synthesize the instructions and cast them in a simple, logical order—an order that is reflected on your outline.  I’ve noted the scriptural references so you can check them for yourself.  Here goes.  This is a summary of Exodus 12.
B.
The Lord declares that the month in which the Passover occurs is to be considered the  first month of the year for the people of Israel (12:2).  The month is called  Abib (13:4), and later would also be called Nisan.

C.
Again and again God says that He is instituting the ordinance so that Israel would always  remember what God did in liberating His people (12:14, 17b, 24-27, 42; 13:5, 8-10).  Indeed, the exodus of Israel from Egypt is the key salvation event of the Old Testament.

D.
On the  10th day of Abib or Nisan . . .

1.
The people of Israel are to  take a lamb (12:3a, 21a).  Not just any lamb; there are specific instructions concerning this lamb.

a.
Each Jewish household is to take a lamb  for the household (12:3b, 21b).

b.
The lamb should be  just enough to feed the entire household.  If the household is too small to eat the lamb, then the lamb is to be divided among neighbors such that it will all be eaten in one sitting (12:4).

c.
The lamb is to be  unblemished (12:5a).

d.
The lamb is to be a  male (12:5b).

e.
The lamb is to be  one year old (12:5c).

f.
The animal can be taken  from either the sheep or the goats (12:5d).

E.
From the  10th day to the 14 day, the lamb is to be kept.  It is to be cared for (12:6a).

F.
On the  14th day . . .
1.
At twilight, the lamb is  to be killed (12:6b, 21c).
2.
Immediately, the blood of the lamb is  to be smeared on the doorposts and on the lintel of the home of the Israelite household (12:7, 21c).  The doorposts and the lintel are like the casing around the front door.

G.
Now we begin the  15th day.  Remember, it begins at sundown, which is the end of the 14th day.

1.
On this day, the lamb is  to be prepared and eaten (12:8).

a.
It is to be prepared and eaten that  same night (12:8a).

b.
It is to be  fire-roasted whole (12:8b,9).

c.
It is to be served  with unleavened bread (12:8c).

d.
It is to be served with  bitter herbs (12:8d).

e.
It is  to be eaten in its entirety.  No leftovers.  If the household cannot eat all of it, they are to be burn the rest (12:10).

f.
The Israelites are  to eat it fully dressed and ready to leave their homes (12:11a).

g.
The meal is  to be eaten quickly, as if the Israelites are in a hurry (12:11b).

h.
 No meat is to be taken outside the house (12:46a).

i.
And  no bones of the lamb are to be broken (12:46b).

2.
All that evening and into the morning, the Israelites are  to stay inside their homes (12:22b).

3.
On that night of the first Passover, the Lord strikes down all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and animal.  But,  the Lord passes over the houses where the blood was smeared.  That’s the origin of the word, “Passover.”  It’s when God passes over the Israelites.  The firstborns are saved in those households that are covered by the blood of the lamb (12:12-13, 23, 29).
4.
After all the firstborns are killed in Egypt, Pharaoh arises that night, he releases the Israelites from bondage, and he directs them to leave the country immediately.  The Israelites leave in haste, taking their bread dough with them before it was leavened. Thus begins the  exodus of Israel from Egypt to freedom (12:30-41).
5.
From the  15th day to the 21st day of Abib or Nisan, the Feast of Unleavened Bread is to be celebrated (12:17a).
a.
As part of the feast,  all leaven is to be removed from the house (12:15b).  Leaven is any food item that is in the process of fermentation.  It includes dough that is fermenting, thus causing bread to rise.  It also includes things like wheat, barley, rye, spelt, and oats that may have been exposed to water because they begin to ferment or leaven if they’re not cooked within 18 minutes of being exposed to water (Judaism for Dummies, 281).
b.
During the entire period,  unleavened bread is to be eaten, not leavened bread (12:15a, 18-20; 13:3, 6a, 7).

c.
On the first and last day of the period, there is  to be a holy assembly, and no work is to be done on those days (12:16a).

d.
On the last day of the period,  there is to be a feast (13:6).

That’s a summary of God’s instructions about Passover in Exodus 12.
II.
Now,  I want to correlate Passover with communion.  Fast forward about 1500 years to the time of Christ.  It’s the night before Jesus is to be crucified.  He’s in the upper room of a home in Jerusalem.  He’s sharing the Passover meal with His disciples, all of whom are Jews.  It’s the month of Abib or Nisan.  It’s the time of the Passover.  Through the Passover, they’re remembering how God liberated their ancestors from bondage in Egypt.

A.
 Matthew 26:26 records,
NAU Matthew 26:26 While they were eating, Jesus took some bread, and after a blessing, He broke it and gave it to the disciples . . .
Then Jesus says something that I imagine shocked everyone in the room.  It’s recorded in the second part of Matthew 26:26.  Listen to what He says.  He  says,
NAU Matthew 26:26 . . . “Take, eat; this is My body.”

Now, many of us who have been hanging around the church for awhile have heard this verse recited during communion and don’t think too much about it.  But just think, these Jews are commemorating the greatest salvation event in their history—the miraculous liberation of Israel from bondage.  They’re used to eating the unleavened bread at Passover every year.  This is the Passover, and Jesus takes some of the unleavened bread and says, “Take, eat; this is My body.”
I imagine this is weird.  I can imagine Peter glancing down at his bread and leaning over to John, whispering, “What did He say?  The bread is His what?”
The bread is His body.
In effect, Jesus is identifying Himself with the Passover.  He’s saying that the greatest salvation event in history is really about Him.  It foreshadows His work.  God gave all these instructions regarding the Passover to present a picture of who Jesus is and what He would do.  It shows that God has had you on His heart forever.  All of history revolves around Jesus and what He has done for us.
I suspect that the disciples aren’t making a lot these connections in this moment.  Eventually, they would.  Let’s look at some of the connections between Jesus and the Passover, particularly as they relate to the statement, “this is My body.”  I’m going to do this by going back over the outline of the Passover we’ve just constructed, and I’m going to write in some Scriptures next to certain points on the outline that link Jesus to the Passover.
1.
Just as God said,  “This is the ordinance of the Passover,” now Jesus says that He is the Passover.  Jesus Christ is our Passover.  First Corinthians 5:7 says,
NAU 1 Corinthians 5:7b . . . Christ our Passover also has been sacrificed.

2.
Just as God said  the Passover would mark a new beginning to a new year, so the sacrifice of Jesus marks a new beginning for all who believe in Him.   Second Corinthians 5:17 says,
NAU 2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.

3.
Just as the Israelites  took a Passover lamb and kept it alive for a time, so we received Jesus who lived among us for a time.  When John the Baptizer sees Jesus, he says, as recorded in  John 1:29,

NAU John 1:29 . . . “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”

4.
Just as the Passover lamb was  to be unblemished, so Jesus Christ, our Passover Lamb was unblemished.  He was without sin.   Hebrews 4:15 says,
NAU Hebrews 4:15 For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.
5.
Just as the Passover lamb was  to be male, so our Passover Lamb came as a man.  In describing the Messiah just born,  Luke 2:21 says,
NAU Luke 2:21 . . . His name was then called Jesus . . .
6.
Just as the Passover lamb  was slain in order to save the Israelites, so too, Jesus Christ, our Passover Lamb was slain in order to save us.  In  Revelation 5:12, the angels sing of Jesus, using these lyrics:

NAU Revelation 5:12 . . . “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing.”
7.
Just as the Israelites were  to eat the Passover lamb as God’s provision for saving their lives, so we are to receive Jesus, our Passover Lamb, as God’s provision for giving us new life.  Jesus says in  John 6:53,
NAU John 6:53 . . . “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in yourselves.”

8.
Just as the Israelites were  to eat unleavened bread, so we are to receive Jesus Christ as the bread of life that saves us and sustains us.  Jesus says in  John 6:35,
NAU John 6:35 . . . “I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me will not hunger, and he who believes in Me will never thirst.”
So, you see, when Jesus says to His disciples,  “Take, eat; this is My body,” He’s saying a lot.  He’s saying, “You have been on my heart forever.  I’m offering myself to you.”
(Distribute bread.)

B.
After Jesus gives the bread to His disciples, saying it is His body, then He says something just as unusual.  It’s recorded in  Matthew 26:27:
NAU Matthew 26:27 And when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 28 for this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for forgiveness of sins.”
It’s important to know the traditional role the cup plays in observing Passover.  In the time of Jesus as it is today, the Passover meal involves drinking from a cup of wine at four different points in time.  The four cups represent the fourfold promise God gives to His people back in  Exodus 6:6-7.  There God says,

NAU Exodus 6:6 . . . “I will bring you out . . . I will deliver you . . . I will also redeem you . . . 7 Then I will take you for My people . . .”

In considering all the biblical accounts of the Last Supper, it appears that Jesus makes His statement about the cup being His blood at the time of the third cup.  The third cup is called the cup of redemption, corresponding with the third promise in Exodus 6.  So, to the Jewish ears of His disciples in the room that night, Jesus is saying, “the cup of redemption is my blood.”
Redemption involves buying the freedom of those enslaved.  The blood of Jesus buys our freedom.  It pays for our sin and frees us from bondage to sin.

1.
So, just as  the blood of the Passover lamb smeared on the doorposts saved the Israelites and bought their freedom, so the blood of Jesus buys our freedom from the penalty and power of our own sin.   First Peter 1:18 says,
NAU 1 Peter 1:18 . . . you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, 19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.

2.
Just as  the bones of the Passover lamb were not to be broken, so, too, the bones of Jesus were not broken.  During crucifixion, it was common for Roman soldiers to break the legs of those crucified to hasten their death.  Scripture records that they did not have to break the legs of Jesus because He was already dead on the cross.  Scripture says that God planned it that way to confirm that Jesus is our Passover Lamb.   John 19:36 says,
NAU John 19:36 For these things came to pass to fulfill the Scripture, “NOT A BONE OF HIM SHALL BE BROKEN.”
3.
After  the Passover meal it is customary to sing the Hallel, which is includes Psalms 113-118 in the Old Testament.  Jesus and His disciples sing it at the Last Supper.   Matthew 26:30 says,
NAU Matthew 26:30 After singing a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.

This is significant because the content of the Hallel points directly to Jesus as Messiah.  For example, Jesus and His disciples would have sung  Psalm 118:22-23.  The lyrics go like this:

NAU Psalm 118:22 The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief corner stone. 23 This is the LORD’S doing; It is marvelous in our eyes.

After the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, our Passover Lamb, Peter explains that the chief corner stone that Jews sing about during the Passover is Jesus Christ Himself.  He explains it in  Acts 4:11-12.  He says of the risen Christ,

NAU Acts 4:11 “He is the STONE WHICH WAS REJECTED by you, THE BUILDERS, but WHICH BECAME THE CHIEF CORNER stone. 12 “And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved.”
4.
After the Passover meal in Egypt, the Israelites were  to stay inside their homes.  They were safe there.  Just as the Israelites were safe and secure in their homes, we who have believed in Jesus are safe and secure in Christ.  In  John 15:4, Jesus says,
NAU John 15:4 “Abide in Me . . .”
5.
And just as God  passed over homes that were covered by the blood of the lamb, sparing those inside from condemnation, so God passes over those who have been covered by the blood of Jesus, sparing them from condemnation.  Over and over again, the New Testament explains that those who believe in Jesus are “in Christ.”  And  Romans 8:1 explains,

NAU Romans 8:1 Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.
6.
Just as God brought about  the exodus, liberating His people from bondage, so Christ liberated us from bondage to the penalty and power of sin in our lives.   Galatians 5:1 says,
NAU Galatians 5:1 It was for freedom that Christ set us free . . .

7.
Just as the Israelites commemorated their salvation through the Feast of Unleavened Bread,  removing leaven from their homes, we too should commemorate our salvation by resolving to remove sin from our lives.  You see, leaven is generally a symbol for sin in the Bible.  As we come to communion, the Bible encourages us to examine ourselves and get things right with God.  It is a time of remembering and a time of repentance in light of how Jesus Christ has saved us.   First Corinthians 5:7 says,
NAU 1 Corinthians 5:7 Clean out the old leaven so that you may be a new lump, just as you are in fact unleavened. For Christ our Passover also has been sacrificed.

8.
Just as God established Passover as an ordinance for the people of Israel  to remember how great His salvation is, so Jesus Christ established communion for us to remember how great His salvation is.  In  1 Corinthians 11:25, Jesus says of communion, 
NAU 1 Corinthians 11:25 . . . “This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

So, you see, there’s a lot behind the symbol of the cup in communion.  It’s a symbol of salvation by God’s grace that extends all the way back to the Passover.  It proves that God has had you on His heart forever.  And He invites you to believe and to remember the fact that Jesus Christ died and rose again to save you from your sin.
(Distribute cup.)
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