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MARRIAGE: PERPLEXING MYSTERY OR PERFECT MATCH?





A Study of 1 Pet 3:1-7, Part II

Characteristic:  Love


Big Idea:  
Related Scripture:
Gen 1:27-3:20; Ps 10:14; 30:10; 54:14; 72:10; 

Prov 31:10-31 Matt 26:36-40; John 11:35; 1 Cor 11:3-15;

Eph 5:22-33; Col 3:18-19
I.  INTRODUCTION




Good morning!  My name is Jeff Bauer, and I’m one of the pastors here at Moon Valley.  Today, I’ll be concluding a two-part series about marriage.

If you missed last week, we will provide an overview of what we covered.  And you can grab a cassette tape of last week’s message in the lobby, or get a copy of the transcript at the Moon Valley website under sermons.

Last week, we began with a survey of who has been married the longest.  Today’s survey is private – its between you and your spouse.  

· On a scale of 1 to 10, how would you rate your marriage?

I’m not asking for the “right” answer here – but the “honest” answer.  And, I’d like you to measure it against how you felt on the day of your wedding.  
Just think back a moment.  You husbands met that woman who did that special something in your heart – there was just something about her, and you wanted to see more of her.

And you wives met that man that made your heart soar.  And he asked you out, and you said yes.  And a season of courtship led up to that one day you both said, “I do.”
Do you remember how you felt?  Did you assume you’d always feel that way?  So on a scale of 1- 10 – do you?  
· Some or you may say – “Absolutely!”  
· Others may say – “Well, we have a good marriage.  I mean we don’t have fireworks going off, but we do okay.

· But, some may say – “No, things aren’t the same, and I’m not sure why.”
I used a scale of 1 – 10 because a marriage isn’t simply “good or bad”.  Some of you may get along fine.  But, is it as fulfilling as you expected it to be?  And as it could be?  
And if not, why not?  We saw last week that God created men and women to be the perfect match in marriage.  

Now, I know that we live in a very imperfect world – we do face the trials Peter wrote of in 1 Pet 1, verse 6.  

But we all met, dated and were married in a fallen world, as well.  And Peter said we are to “rejoice” in the midst of trials.  Because God uses trials to teach us, train us, and transform us – as individuals, and as couples.

Having said that, let’s begin.  But, before we do so, I want to be very clear about something.  You’re going to hear some things that you use to your advantage against your spouse.

So hear me on this – don’t!  Because that would be manipulative, abusive, and wrong.  And at the end of the day, it’s counter-productive to what you want.

So, let’s dig in.  
II. WIVES, SUBMIT TO YOUR HUSBANDS

Our text begins with Peter addressing wives.  He writes:
1 Pet 3:1a Wives, likewise, be submissive to your own husbands
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And let me briefly summarize what we learned about submission last week.

A. Submit is to serve under

The word “submission” comes from a Greek word with a military connotation – it speaks of one’s position or rank.  Submission means to serve under consciously, willingly and actively.  But, it doesn’t mean to be a “slave”, or a “doormat”.  
B. Submission is taught throughout  the Bible.

Second, a wife’s submission to her husband is commanded throughout the Bible.  Paul also begins his instructions about marriage with the same command in Ephesians 5:22-33 and Colossians 3:18-19.  

C.  Submission is about roles, not value or worth

Third, submission is not about who’s better, or more important.  Genesis 1:27 tells us that men and women are both created equally in God’s image.  And Paul affirms that equality in Galatians 3:28. 


D.  God created men and women uniquely and distinctly for these roles
Fourth, submission is rooted in how God has created us as men and women, and male and female.  In 1 Corinthians 11, verses 3-16, Paul refers back to the creation account, which is recorded in Genesis chapters 1 and 2.  And we saw that:


1.  Adam was given this authority before the woman was created

Adam was made head over all creation.  God gave Adam authority and instruction. And God had Adam name all of the animals – a distinct privilege of that authority.  And all of this occurred before the first woman was created.



2.  The woman was created to be Adam’s helper
In addition, the woman was created to be Adam’s companion and helper.  Again, this is about roles, not value or worth.  “Helper” doesn’t mean slave or minion – God Himself is referred to as our “helper”.












3.  Headship and Helper are inherent in us as “male” and “female”

And we also saw that these roles are inherent in how God created us.  
· The male need for significance
As males, us men have a drive to be successful, to accomplish our goals, and to make a name for ourselves.  And we tend to be more visual, more physical, and task-oriented as a means of accomplishing our goals.  And men tend to be initiators – even in our sexuality.  

To be a “man” is to be strong – to be a warrior for one’s wife and family.  We want to feel we’re successful in leading, protecting and providing for our families.  So, we boiled all this down to one word – “significance”.
· The female need for security
As females, women have a strong desire to be connected to and united with her husband.  And a wife realizes a sense of identity and purpose in her role alongside him.  Women are more the “nurturer” – a wife is first drawn to caring for her husband and family.

A “woman” is the “foundation” or support for the man’s leadership.  Women are most comfortable in the role of “responder” – to her husband’s leadership, to the needs of her family – and in her sexual response her husband’s love and attention to her.  And, we summarized this in one word:  “security”.

God has designed men and women – male and female – as the perfect match for marriage.  And we concluded by proposing that a husband leading – and a wife submitting to his leadership – is the only way a marriage can be that perfect match.



4.  The Fall:  From Perfect Match to Profound Mystery

But unfortunately, we’re not in the Garden of Eden.  Sin has rendered us fearful and uncertain.  Us men doubt our significance, so we try to earn it in the world.
And women doubt their security – and may feel threatened when her husband is preoccupied with jobs, activities – and even sexual temptation.  
But, God wasn’t blindsided by this.  He wants us husbands to be His human example of the love and security He offers our wives.  And, He wants you wives to affirm the significance inherent in how He created your husbands.  
So, the key characteristic of these messages is:




Love

And the Big Idea of last week’s message – and today’s as well – is:


Affirm his significance, ensure her security
III.  WHAT SUBMISSION LOOKS LIKE

We also saw that the command to submit is unconditional as well.  Verse 1 continues:

1 Peter 3:1 Wives, likewise, be submissive to your own husbands, that even if some do not obey the word…
The “word” here is the Gospel message – the good news about Jesus.  Peter is addressing Jewish women who were Christians, but married to unbelieving husbands.  

But, Peter wanted these women to stay in their marriages, and to submit to their husbands’ leadership.  Why?  Well, the rest of verse 1 and 2 tells us:

1 Pet 3:1b They (husbands), without a word, may be won by the conduct of their wives, 2 when they observe your chaste conduct accompanied by fear.

God uses wives to win their husbands over – to turn to God by accepting Jesus as their savior.  Paul talks about this in 1 Corinthians 7, verses 12-16 as well.  

So, let me try to anticipate some of your questions.  

· “What if my husband is doing some bad things?”

·  “What if my husband is a believer, but he’s not obeying God?  Is Peter

   saying, ‘That’s okay – just let him do what he wants’?”  

·  “Does this ‘without a word thing’ mean I’m just supposed to keep my
  mouth shut?”

My guess is Peter was confronted with these same questions 2,000 years ago.  And, while we’re at it, let’s resurrect a question we posed last week:


Why does Peter start with wives?  

Why do Peter and Paul (no Mary here) – start with instructions to wives?  And, why do both of them start with submission?
Well, I’m going to beg your patience on this.  But, the short and simple answer?  Sin.  Because deep down, none of us likes to submit to any authority – even God’s authority.  
Genesis 3, verses 1-7 tell us that the woman knew that the command not to eat the fruit came from God.  But she ate it anyway – even though she was living in a perfect world, and had a perfect marriage.  

And Peter warns us that the devil will use this.  1 Peter 5 verse 8 reads:

1 Pet 5:8  Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.
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The devil uses our desire for position, power, possessions, prettiness and pleasure to chip away – bit by bit – to lead us away from God, and to destroy our marriages.  And he will keep reminding us that we’ve earned these things, we deserve them, and we’re entitled to be angry if we don’t have them.  

But, we can’t simply blame the devil – he can only tempt us with what we want.  

The Bible is the story of our rebellion against God – both men and women.  Because at the end of the day, we all think we know best, and deserve what we want.  
So, Peter is simply continuing a series of commands about submission.  In chapter 2, verses 13-17, we’re all commanded to submit to governmental authority.  And verses 18-20 continue with the command to submit to our bosses.  

So, why is Peter firmly commanding unconditional submission?  Because he’s addressing our tendency to challenge authority.  Here are just a few examples: 

· IF my husband is doing good, THEN I’ll submit 
· IF my husband is doing what I want, THEN I’ll submit

· IF my husband is loving me the way I want him to, THEN I’ll submit.
Right about now, I’m guessing there might be a little tension in this room – some of you wives may be feeling a bit unsettled, and perhaps even angry.  Because to you, it sounds like I’m suggesting you’re the problem.  

I’m not saying that, and neither is Peter.  And like Peter, I’m guessing those emotions may stem from disappointment, discouragement and even despair.
I know how men can work – right from that first date.  We initiate all right – we take you out on special, well thought-out dates.  And we win you over, and you say, “I do.” 

Maybe those special dates and that undivided attention are a distant memory.  Now, he’s pre-occupied with work, and projects, and sports.  And you feel like a “C” item on his to-do list.
And maybe he’s making decisions without you – he buys things that he thinks are important.  But, the things you think are important, “We can’t afford them.”

And then – to add insult to injury – at the end of a long day in which you’ve hardly spent any time together – he says, “How about it?”  
And, he’s not talking about helping you with the household chores.  You feel like the half-time entertainment of a football game. 
And you find yourself saying things like, 

· “You’re always playing golf”, or,

· “We never go out on dates anymore”, or, 

· “I wish we had money for the things I want.”

And, I don’t blame you.  Because God created you to want connection with your husband.  And you felt that on your wedding day.  But not any longer.
So, am I saying marital problems are always about wives not getting what they want?  No – I didn’t say that, and I don’t mean that.  But most of our conflicts are not about what’s right and what’s wrong – they’re about what we want.  
And what turns into debates about who’s right and wrong is usually about significance and security – the husband gets defensive because he’s hearing he’s wrong, and the wife simply wants the security of knowing she’s being heard.
And this tracks with what Peter is saying.  Let’s jump ahead to verse 7 for a moment:

1 Pet 3:7 Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with understanding, giving honor to the wife, as to the weaker vessel…
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Many commentators say this “weaker vessel” thing is about men being physically stronger than women.  But, I disagree.  
I say this for two reasons.  First, the Greek word translated “weaker” here is asthenes, and it means, “weak, delicate, and strength less”.  And it most often is used to describe our spiritual, moral and emotional state – not our physical state.  

And second, the context of this passage – and 1st Peter as a whole – is addressing our hearts, not how much we can bench press.  So, I think Peter is contrasting the heart of a husband with that of the more sensitive, emotive, nurturing wife.
Because of how God has created you, you are emotionally vulnerable to your husband’s actions – and his lack of actions as well.  Your heart is always affected – positively or negatively – by what happens in your marriage. 
And having said all that, I hope the husbands here are getting my point.  Just because our wives aren’t asking doesn’t mean they not wanting more.   
So, let’s get back to the questions we’ve raised – are you supposed to just keep your mouth shut and suffer silently?  No.  But, are you being asked to do the right thing even if your husband isn’t?  Yep.  

“Without a word” here doesn’t mean put a muzzle on it.  Peter’s telling you to: 

1.  Win him with your works, not your words

Win him with your works, not your words.  Peter knew your thoughts and feelings – and he’s giving you guidance on how to deal with them.  And he might have appealed to what James said:

James 1:19 So then, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath 20 for the wrath of man does not produce the righteousness of God.
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Hold your tongue – avoid venting your anger and frustration.  The sample comments we saw a moment ago – they reflect a hurt and angry heart.  

But, they’re also punitive, and they’re counter-productive to what you want.  We use words like “always” and “never” to drive our point home – we’re angry, and these words justify our anger.

Don’t “get back at him”, or “get even” with him.  Instead, win him with your works – convince him with your “chaste conduct”.  

“Chaste” means “pure” and “respectful” – there is no intent or desire to injure or get even.  Instead, it is continuing to love and build up.  And the Greek word translated “conduct” here doesn’t mean simply “do the right thing” – even if we’re bitter or resentful.

Instead, it reflects a lifestyle born out of a loving and respectful heart – one transformed out of “fear” – a fear of God.  
Now, this doesn’t mean just a feeling.  It comes from the Greek word “phobos” – it’s where we get the English word “phobia”.  It means a persistent respect of and trust in God.
Do you ever considered how someone loves God?  Is it simply reading the Bible and praying?  Well, based on our recent studies of James and 1st John, I think these are only the means to how we truly love God.
Love for God is lived out in relationships.  And here, it’s a wife submitting to her husband – even if she is hurting and doesn’t want to.  

So, this lifestyle begins in your heart – an open, honest heart that increasingly knows and is dependent upon God.  Because while your husband is imperfect and inconsistent in his love toward you, God is perfect.  And, His love for you is always there.

Through the years, I’ve noticed that it’s usually the wife who first turns towards God – then her husband follows.  I wonder if God uses the disappointment and discouragement of imperfect marriages to draw wives – then husbands – then complete families to Him  

Now, some of you might be a bit confused right now.  You might be thinking, “Jeff, are you telling me to open up – or suck it up and do the right thing?  Well – both.  

Peter isn’t saying, “Shut down your desires”.  He’s telling you to ask – but in an honoring and loving way.  
And he’s giving you practical advice here as well.  Do any of your husbands ever get defensive?  You address something with him, and his response seems to be simply explanations or excuses?  

Remember that male need for significance?  You’re saying, “I have an idea”, and he’s hearing, “I failed”.  And, the internal dialogue begins – one that justifies him and shuts you out.  And his defensiveness leaves you feeling dismissed.  

Peter is saying: 


2.  Communicate rather than correct

Communicate rather than correct.  Communicate what you want instead of correcting him for not doing what’d like.  Love is meaningful and fulfilling because it’s a gift.  You want him to choose to love you, not feel compelled to.
Paul speaks to this in 2 Corinthians 9:7 

2 Cor 9:7 So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.
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What I’m saying here is risky – to open your heart leaves you vulnerable to pain.  You risk that he may not hear you.  Or, he may simply ignore you.   

· Instead of saying, “We never seem to go out anymore”, you may say, “I’d like to spend more time with you alone.  Can we figure out a time to go out?”

· Instead of saying, “You didn’t talk to me before you bought those golf clubs”, you might say, “It’s important to me that we’re working together on how we handle our money.  Could we make these decisions together?” 

And Peter may be protecting you here as well.  Let’s look at Genesis 3, verses 9-11.  To set the stage, Adam and his wife had eaten the forbidden fruit, were ashamed, and were trying to hide from God:  

Gen 3:9 Then the LORD God called to Adam and said to him, "Where are you?" 10 So he said, "I heard Your voice in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; and I hid myself."

11 And He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you that you should not eat?" 
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Verse 6 tells us the woman ate the fruit first, and Adam followed – so both were guilty.  But, who is God calling out here?  Yep – just Adam.  So, why is God confronting only Adam on this?

Because along with the “privilege” of leading comes the “responsibility” to lead.  And Adam knew intuitively that he had failed.  

The burden of submission is the risk of being hurt by someone else.  But, there’s a burden with headship as well – a burden I wonder if a wife can really know.   
The Bible tells us that all human beings have a sense of right and wrong.  Romans 2:14-15 tells us that God’s law is written on all human hearts – not just those who have trusted Jesus as their savior.  

So, all husbands know that the responsibility for the welfare of our marriages and families starts with us – we don’t need to be told.

Your husband may be struggling to juggle the burden of a job and a family.  He may be feeling like a failure.  And we aren’t very good at expressing these feelings – even to the detriment of our wives, our families and even ourselves.  

Before you criticize his failings, you might encourage him in what he’s doing well – you might affirm his significance.  It will help him to hear what you’re saying, and allow him to choose to respond.

Let me use my wife Mary as an example.  I took the survey I opened with as well – I rated our marriage a “9”.  Because Mary is good about affirming my strengths, and is patient and understanding as I grow in my areas of weakness.  

She’ll tell me if I’ve upset her or disappointed her, but she doesn’t punish me.  And she uses few words – then she let’s God use them to work in me in His time.  

Which brings us to one more point on verses 1 and 2.  Some wives here may be in a marriage where the problems run deeper.  
Maybe your husband is simply unresponsive to you.  Or maybe he’s abusive, caught up in substance abuse, or gotten into pornography or an affair.  The next verse in Genesis 3 reads:

Gen 3:12 Then the man said, "The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I ate."
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Some husbands simply don’t want to change – and may refuse to change.  And as God is convicting them in their conscience, they want to blame someone – and that someone may be you.  Peter’s counsel here is practical, because it protects you from walking right into the line of fire.  

Now, you should share your concerns – and if it’s something destructive, you should ask him to stop.  But, you should tell him it hurts you.  You don’t need to tell him he’s wrong, because he knows it – God is already telling him that.  
Now, let’s say you’ve lovingly asked your husband to change something.  And he responds with explanations and justifications – but nothing changes.   He probably means “no”, because you’re asking him to let go of something he wants.  
You might ask if he would be willing to do it for you, because it’s important to you.  But, if he won’t, and it’s something destructive to you and your family, you may have to take some loving – but strong – actions.  Because:



3.  To allow is to enable

To allow is to enable.  Now, Peter doesn’t address it here, but the Bible does.  It’s the “Greater Good” principle, or what I call, “The Rahab Rule”.  
James 2:25 and Hebrews 11:31 talk of Rahab as an example of righteousness.  These passages refer back to Joshua chapters 2 and 6, where Rahab protected some men from a king who wanted to kill them.  
And she did this by lying.  Now, lying is wrong, but her lie was justified because it accomplished a greater good.  

God wants you to submit to your husband – but not if it enables behavior that is hurtful to you, your family or himself.  And God may use you to win your husband by taking corrective action that tells him his behavior must stop.

If you’re in a situation like this, let us know how we can help you.  You can contact me by phone, email, or by using the connection card on your chair.  

So, let’s move on in our text.  Verses 3 and 4 read:
1 Pet 3:3  Do not let your adornment be merely outward -- arranging the hair, wearing gold, or putting on fine apparel -- 4 rather let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious in the sight of God.
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Here, Peter is proposing three things:
· desire beauty in your heart over the beauty of your body
First, desire beauty in your heart over the beauty of your body;
· desire beauty in your heart over the beauty of your body
· work on your person before you work on your appearance 
Second, commit yourself to developing the heart and character God desires over the appearance the world desires; and,

· desire beauty in your heart over the beauty of your body
· work on your person before you work on your appearance 
· the temporary value of the external vs the eternal value of the internal
Third, it’s your internal beauty that will stand the test of time.  Peter’s point here is:



4.  Honor God with your love, not the world with your looks

Honor God with your love, not the world with your looks.  Now appearance is a sensitive issue, because let’s face it – our country loves and values beauty and image.  
And beauty is an asset that can be used to our advantage.  Studies have shown that beautiful people are more likely to be chosen for a job, and served at a restaurant.

But, consider what this means.  It suggests that your value, worth and dignity as a woman is conditional on how you look.  And all this does is confirm that ominous warning in Genesis 3:16:

Gen 3:16b  Your desire shall be for your husband, And he shall rule over you."
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We’re about 35 years into a social revolution in our country.  Women are told you can have everything a man has – you are free sexually from the burden of unwanted pregnancies.  

You are free to pursue significance through the same positions – you can you’re your own power and possessions.  You don’t have to depend on a man for your security – you can have it on your own.  
And to some degree, this is true – otherwise people wouldn’t buy it.  And some husbands do abuse their wives’ financial dependence to their advantage.  
Now, let me be clear on something.  I am by no means saying women aren’t as capable as men in the workplace.  And I’m not saying a wife shouldn’t pursue a career.  

But, having a successful career won’t change how God created you – your inherent needs as a wife are still there.  And, the liberation of women?  Nothing but a sham.  Christian psychologist Archibald Hart sums it up well:

“If sexuality is to be extravagant in a culture, women must be compliantly oppressed.  Yet in today’s society, we are rapidly reverting to an uncontrolled sexuality.  Free sex, however, is once again turning women into chattel, only at the moment many of them don’t see it.”

Pornography, for example, is a degradation of the beauty and grace inherent in the heart of a woman.  It says a woman’s value is in the physical pleasure she provides.  
Pornography is a lie and a trap.  Because it promises intimacy without any emotional strings attached.  But, there is no true intimacy – so it never fulfills.  And like a drug, he goes back again – and again – and again.

And, I can see why a wife is devastated when her husband is involved it.  Because pornography – at its core – is an affair of the heart.  So she will feel cheated on, and rejected as unworthy.

Notice how Peter contrasts outward beauty with the “incorruptible” beauty of the heart.  The Greek word for “corruptible” means, “to perish or decay”.  So, putting your hopes in your physical beauty is futile.  

Ladies – if your husband is into pornography, your appearance isn’t the issue – his heart is.  So, don’t buy that lie.  In you is a God-given inner beauty that transcends your outward appearance.

A man who truly loves God would understand this.  1 Samuel 16:7 reads:

1 Sam 16:7b  For the Lord does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart."
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Yet, Peter knows this is hard to trust in.  The “gentle” spirit he speaks of is how Jesus describes Himself in Matt 11:29.  It describes an inner strength grounded in one’s faith and trust in God.  

So, Peter acknowledges that this is a step of faith.  And he gives an example.

IV. THE MODEL OF SUBMISSION

Verses 5 and 6 read:

1 Pet 3:5 For in this manner, in former times, the holy women who trusted in God also adorned themselves, being submissive to their own husbands, 6 as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, whose daughters you are if you do good and are not afraid with any terror.

Abraham was the father of Israel, and Sarah was his wife.  And Peter is referencing Genesis 18:12, which reads:  

Gen 18:12 Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, "After I have grown old, shall I have pleasure, my lord being old also?"

Sarah followed Abraham’s leadership in several ways – even when she had her doubts.  Genesis 12 tells us God spoke to Abraham and told him to move 1,500 miles to a land they’d never seen.  Sarah went.  

And, God also promised Abraham several times that he would father a nation.  One problem – Abraham and Sarah were 75 and 65 when he first heard this promise. And they were childless.
  And by the time Sarah is saying these words, 24 years have passed.  Children in those days meant God’s blessing – so being 89 and not having children may make a woman just a bit insecure.  
Now, Sarah did blow it once.  Genesis 16 tells how for one moment, she failed to trust God and she took over control.  She convinced Abraham to have a child with her servant, Hagar.  And that child – Ishmael – is the father of the Arab nation and Muslim religion that Israel is still at war with 4,000 years later.
Sarah learned her lesson, and re-committed to trusting God – even in her times of doubt.  And a year later – 25 years after that original promise – God gave them their son Isaac.  

Submitting to your husband’s leadership is a step of faith and an act of obedience between you and God.  It’s difficult, and sometimes you will be tempted to take the lead.  Don’t – let your husband lead, and let God work.
V.  HUSBANDS LIVE WITH YOUR WIVES

I think Peter has said a lot to us husbands here already.  But, he does have some things to say to us.  Before we look at verse 7, though, let me say two things.  

First, it’s not our right – nor our place – to even suggest our wives submit to our leadership.  That is between her and God – and it’s her gift of love to us.
And second, if your mind even goes there – redirect it to Ephesians 5:25-30, specifically verses 26 and 28.  Paul tells us to love our wives like Jesus loved us.  And we are to love our wives as ourselves.  I think our plates are full enough.

Now verse 7 reads:

1 Pet 3:7 Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with understanding, giving honor to the wife, as to the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life, that your prayers may not be hindered.
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The first principle here is:



1.  Lean in and learn, don’t lay back and lounge
To “dwell with” does not mean just hang out, do the minimum and passively wait for our wives to ask us for what they need.  In fact, it means quite the opposite.  
The Greek words here mean to lean over something to closely examine it.  We’re to become students of our wives’ hearts.  We should know them better than our jobs, our hobbies, and our favorite sports teams.  

Learn what makes your wife happy, and what concerns her – and anticipate her needs.  And learn from your wife as well.  We’ve already seen God uses wives to draw men to him.  

Your wife is your helper and your perfect complement.  Know your weaknesses, because they are usually her strengths – draw from the wisdom and insight God has given her.  

We saw last week that men tend to be the initiators.  And we usually get this right sexually, but not emotionally.  Peter is telling us that we are to be the initiator emotionally as well.  Because this – more than any material gift – will tell our wives that they are important to us. 
In fact, I think Peter is challenging us to beat our wives to the punch – that’s just a figure of speech, by the way.  So…
2. You’re too late if you’re having to listen
You’re too late if you’re having to listen.  What I mean by this is if our wives have to approach us with a concern, we’ve blown it.  Earlier, we addressed the “weaker vessel” imagery Peter uses.  

So, I say this because our wife has already taken a risk – the risk of rejection.  
Because we do get defensive – when they ask us for something, our immediate reaction is to usually defend our significance.  So…

3. Demonstrate your love, don’t defend your ego

Demonstrate your love, don’t defend your ego.  James 1:19 tells us to be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to anger.  So, listen, and resist the temptation to explain and excuse.  

Your wife doesn’t want to condemn you – she wants to communicate with you.  She wants you to hear her.  And, saying your sorry – and taking steps to be more proactive in knowing her and meeting her needs – goes a long way to demonstrating how important she is to you.

And one other thing…



4.  Feel it before you fix it

Feel it before you fix it.  Let’s say your wife is upset.  She had a bad day at work, or something happened with the kids – and your first reaction is to go in and solve the problem.  

Because you’re feeling like that’s your job – you’re the head, you’re the problem solver, and you want your household to run smoothly.

And all of those are good motivations.  But,  aren’t usually looking for us to solve the problems – they’re very capable of coming up with the same solutions.  Usually, they wives simply want us to hear their hearts – they want us to feel their hurt or sadness before we fix the problem.  

So, don’t leap to solving the problem – understand why it’s important to her.  And, ask her how you can help.  Peter tells us all this is important because…



5.  Hear her heart so God will hear yours
If we don’t hear her heart, our prayers will be hindered.  Now, this doesn’t mean God won’t hear our prayers – it means we won’t even approach Him with prayers.  Because if we’re not meeting our wife’s needs, we’ll know it in our conscience.

We may pretend we don’t hear, we may deflect our responsibility, or we may appeal to the, “She has issues” defense.  But, God doesn’t let us off that easy.  And we know it – so just like Adam, we hide from Him.

From what we’ve learned last week and today, I’d propose our number one responsibility to God is how we love our wives and our families, and in that order.  
So, let’s do that – so we can approach God today with confidence.  
In Matthew 26, verses 36-40, Jesus is in the Garden of Gethsemane – knowing He will soon be arrested and executed.  He is there to find strength from God.  But twice, He appeals to His disciples to be with Him.   

Even Jesus got scared, and asked for help.  Silence doesn’t always mean strength – sometimes it means we’re simply stubborn.  If things aren’t going well in your marriage or your home – take the lead, and ask for help.  

To ask for help is tough on our egos.  But, your wife knows that as well.  And simply asking for help will go a long way to demonstrate your love for her.

VI. CONCLUSION

I’ve said a lot this morning, but let me close with this.  Verses 1 and 7 both include the word, “likewise”.  What that refers to is 21-25 in chapter two that immediately precede our text.  

Peter is telling husbands and wives to simply follow the example of Jesus.  Jesus suffered for us because we’re significant to Him.  And he died for us so we can be eternally secure with Him.  
Affirm his significance.  Ensure her security.  Just like Jesus did for us.  Let’s pray.
� For sake of time I did not include this, but I am appealing to the value, worth and dignity of every human being created in God’s image as noted in Genesis 1:26-27; 5:1, 3; 9:6; Ps 8 and James 3:9.  I would propose God would rather see a marriage end over preserving a marriage in which a wife and children are emotionally, physically and/or sexually abused.  See also Matt 18:15-17; 1 Cor 7:15.


� Dr. Archibald Hart  The Sexual Man (Dallas:  Word Publishing, 1999), 29.


� These promises are recorded in Genesis 12:1-3; 13:14-17; 15:3-6; 12-21; 17:1-6; 18-19.





