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MARRIAGE: PERPLEXING MYSTERY OR PERFECT MATCH?





A Study of 1 Pet 3:1-7, Part I

Characteristic:  Love


Big Idea:  
Related Scripture:
Gen 1:27-3:20; Ps 10:14; 30:10; 54:14; 72:10; 

Prov 31:10-31 Matt 26:36-40; John 11:35; 1 Cor 11:3-15;

Eph 5:22-33; Col 3:18-19
I.  INTRODUCTION




Good morning!  My name is Jeff Bauer, and I’m one of the pastors here at Moon Valley.  I’ll be filling in for Pastor Bob today and next Sunday, and I’ll be talking about marriage.
Marriage is perhaps the most important decision we can make in our lives.   As an example, I’d like your help for a moment with a little survey.  

· If you’ve been married 10 years or more, please stand up.  

· If you’ve been married 20 years or more, remain standing – the rest of you may be seated.

· If you’ve been married 25 years, stay standing – the rest may be seated.

· How about 30 years

· 35 years

· 40 years

· 45 years …longest, ask how long - applause

We have a couple here who have been married _____ years, which I’m guessing is over TWO-THIRDS of their respective lives.  Anyone here worked in the same job – for the same boss – and with the same employer that long?  Probably not.

Because we change employers – we may even change careers – several times in our lives.  We may replace our cars every 3 – 4 years.  And it’s my understanding that the typical American family will change houses every 3 – 5 years.  

But is marriage is different.  Marriage is the one decision that we intend – and expect – to be for life.  And in the course of a few simple, “I do’s”, virtually every decision is now a “we” decision.  

· where I work

· where I live

· what I do with my money

· what I do with my free time

· what I believe

· and the values that stem from those beliefs

All of these decisions directly affect another person – a person we’ve promised to live with – and love – for the rest of our lives. And, many of you here would do it again – your marriage has become the perfect match you hoped it would be.  

But some of you may be wondering, “What happened?”  What seemed a perfect match has become a perplexing mystery.  And, you have no idea how to solve it.
Well, the good news is that the Bible gives us some guidance here.  We’ll be looking at 1 Peter 3, verses 1-7.

II.  WIVES, SUBMIT TO YOUR HUSBANDS

Now, right out of the box, Peter drops “submission” on you wives.  He writes:

1 Peter 3:1a Wives, likewise, be submissive to your own husbands…
Submission is a sensitive subject.  I once heard a pastor say – almost apologetically – that this means you are to “complement”, or “supplement” your husband.  And, there’s some truth to that.  But it distorts what Peter said, and what he meant.  

A.  WHAT SUBMISSION MEANS

The word “submission” comes from the Greek word hupotasso, which means, “to rank under, or arrange under”.   It refers to the chain of command in the military – how a captain’s rank gives him authority over a sergeant.

Wayne Grudem – a professor at Phoenix Seminary – defines hupotasso as:

“… never ‘mutual’ in it’s force; it is always one-directional in its reference to submission to an authority…in every example we can find, when person ‘A’ is said to be ‘subject to’ person ‘B’, person ‘B’ has a unique authority which person ‘A’ does not have.”

And Dr. Grudem would know.  He’s considered a world authority on the biblical concepts of headship and submission.  Because he has painstakingly analyzed every Greek manuscript available from that time period – that’s over 2,300 documents – to arrive at his conclusions.

Now, I’m not a woman, but if I was, I may not like being told to submit.  And I’m still curious to know, “Why?” Peter commands this.  Because God doesn’t tell us to do anything, “Just because”.  God tells us what to do for our own best interest – even if we can’t see it at the time.   
And some of you wives may wonder this as well – perhaps because of your experience.  Maybe your husband doesn’t always listen to you, or understand you.  The following drama may illustrate your frustrations:



DRAMA

Sometimes it may seem us husbands just don’t get you.  Maybe your husband tends to be checked out emotionally – or always pre-occupied with other things,

And maybe you have even more challenging problems.  Perhaps your husband:

· Has an explosive temper and is prone to abusive behavior;  or,
· He has a substance abuse problem with alcohol or drugs;  or,

· He’s into pornography - or you’re wondering if he is having an affair.

So, submission is not exactly what you want to hear right now.  Which prompts a question:  

Did Peter take this into consideration when he wrote this letter?  
Certainly he did.  Just like James did.  Many of you heard Pastor Bob teach through the book of James the past few months.  Bob began by telling us that James was writing to Jewish Christians who were suffering under persecution.  
Yet, James begins by saying, 

Jam 1:2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,

And Pastor Bob’s big idea in his first message from James was, 
“Trials are our teacher, not our torture”.  

Peter is addressing the same audience – Jewish Christians suffering persecution.  And Peter begins with something strikingly similar to James in his opening verses.  First Peter 1 verse 6 reads:

1 Pet 1:6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials…
Your marriage may seem like a trial.  Yet, at the end of the day, the issues you face are not that different from the issues husbands and wives faced 2,000 years ago.
So, we’ve raised one question:  Why are wives to submit to their husbands?  And, having said that, another question comes to mind:  Why does Peter start with wives?  
B. WHY SUBMISSION IS COMMANDED
A significant question, because Peter isn’t alone on this.  Paul provides instructions to husbands and wives in Ephesians 5:22-33 and Colossians 3:18-19.  And, Paul begins the same way - commanding wives to submit to their husbands.

So, why don’t Peter and Paul start by whacking us husbands upside the head before instructing wives?  Well, Paul may give us a hint to the answer in Ephesians 5, verses 22-24:

Eph 5:22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord.  23For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body. 24 Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything.
So wives, submit to your husbands – just like you would Jesus.  Because the husband is the head of the wife – just as Jesus is the head of the church.  
Now, Jesus certainly proved He’s worthy of His role.  So, can us husbands make the same claim?  If we’re honest – probably not.  
But Peter is firm on this.  Let’s look a bit more at verse 1:

1 Pet 3:1a Wives, likewise, be submissive to your own husbands, that even if some do not obey the word…
Peter is saying submission is unconditional – even if a husband is not obedient to God, a wife is to submit to his leadership.  
And, while we’re asking questions, how about this one:  “Wasn’t the Bible written in a culture dominated by men?  So, why would this still apply?”

Well, here’s the perspective of an expert – and a woman – on this.  Dr. Sherry Ortner is a professor of anthropology at the University of Michigan.  She has studied the pattern of male headship and female submission for years.  She writes:
“The fact that female subordination exists within every type of social and economic arrangement and in societies of every degree of complexity indicates to me that we are up against something very profound, very stubborn, something we cannot root out simply by rearranging a few tasks and roles in the social system, or even reordering the whole economic structure….

I would flatly assert that we find women subordinated to men in every known society.  The search for a genuinely egalitarian, let alone matriarchal, culture has proved fruitless.”

So, what’s the something that’s “very profound”, and “very stubborn” at work here?   Well, Paul hints at it in 1st Corinthians, chapter 11.  In verse 3, Paul repeats the statement that the head of the woman is the man.  

And then he explains why in verses 8 and 9:
1 Cor 11:8 For man is not from woman, but woman from man. 9 Nor was man created for the woman, but woman for the man.

Paul is referring to the Creation Account – back in Genesis, chapters 1 through 3.  And, so you know, we’ll be spending the rest of our time there this morning.  

We’re doing this because before we consider Peter’s instructions for husbands and wives, we’re going to consider why – and how God may have created us specifically for these roles.


1.  Created Equally in God’s Image  
We’ll start with Genesis 1, verse 27, which reads:

Gen 1:27 So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.

Men and women – male and female – are both created in the image of God.  So, we’re equally valuable, and equally important to Him.  Paul says this in Galatians 3, verse 28, which reads:
Gal 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.

So, when we talk about headship and submission, we’re contrasting roles, not value or worth.  But, we’re also created “male” and “female”.  And the original Hebrew words describe very significant differences in how God created us.



2.  Created “Male” and “Female”

The word “male” comes from the Hebrew root word zeker, which means:

“Remembered one as being the most noteworthy sex; male in standing out, being prominent, to commemorate, remember or proclaim; the piercer.”

Men are driven to accomplish and succeed.  We need to measure up, to be successful in our endeavors, we want to make a name for ourselves.  
We tend to be competitive, and compare how we stack up against the next guy.  But this definition doesn’t necessarily mean this.  It isn’t about our performance – it’s about our position.  
It’s the position God created us for, and intends for us.  It’s inherent in who we are.

Look how God communicated this:

· God put Adam in a special Garden, and said, “See what I have given you.”  

· God gave Adam authority over everything else on earth He had created.  

· God had Adam name all the animals.  In biblical times, the privilege of naming a person or something implied a position of prestige and authority.

Adam hadn’t done a thing – yet, God puts him in the position of authority.  So, through His actions, God is saying, “Adam, you’re the man – you’re in charge.  Because I made you specifically for this job.”

Now, all of this is recorded in Genesis 1, verse 27 through Genesis 2, verse 17.  And it concludes with God’s command to Adam to not eat the fruit of that one tree.  
So, why is that important?  Because God hasn’t even created the first woman yet.  Which prompts yet another question:  
Why did God create the man – tell him how important he is, and give him all this instruction – before even creating a woman?  













Well, we’re not told for sure – but we can draw some conclusions from it.  I think God did this very intentionally.  I think God wanted to clearly distinguish between the roles of men and women – and husbands and wives within marriage.  
And, the next few verses seem to bear this out.  The next thing we’re told – in verses 18-23 – is how God created the first woman – to be Adam’s “helper”.  
Now, the Hebrew word for “helper” doesn’t mean “slave”, or “minion”.  In fact, God is called our “helper” in verses like Psalm 10:14; 30:10 and 54:4.  Again, this refers to a specific role – it’s not about whose more important, or valuable.  

And the woman – the helper – is described as, “female”.  Now, the Hebrew word for female is nequebah, which means:

“To puncture or perforate; to specify or appoint; to name, pierce or perforate; a technical term relating to a jeweler’s work in relation to the  individual who scrutinizes and thereby distinguishes himself.  Nurturer.”
So, what on earth does that mean?  Well, “nurturer” speaks for it’s self – it’s that more feminine trait that is drawn to relational connection.  It’s that maternal instinct and devotion to a child that humbles us men as fathers.  
But it also suggests a wife is “marked” or “identified” in her relationship with her husband.  It suggests her sense of identity and purpose is realized at his side, and implies a strong need for connection and unity with him.
Notice the imagery of a jewel here.  An uncut diamond is a precious commodity.  But, it becomes a unique and precious jewel in the hands of a skilled jeweler, who cuts and shapes the stone to eliminate flaws and accent the stone’s inherent beauty.

As a husband, I find this imagery humbling and daunting.  God has given us husbands a precious jewel, and a huge responsibility.  Because He is entrusting us to bring out the beauty of our wives – because how we live and attend to our wives is perhaps the biggest influence on the women they become.


3.  Created “Man” and “Woman”

It’s God’s design of the perfect match – male and female – as husband and wife.  And Genesis 2, verses 21-22, help us understand this perfect match even more:

Gen 2:21 And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall on Adam, and he slept; and He took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh in its place. 22 Then the rib which the LORD God had taken from man He made into a woman, and He brought her to the man.

The Hebrew word for “man” is ish – and no, I didn’t say “ish”, even though that may sound about right at times.  It’s ish, and it means:


“Man in contrast to a woman; a warrior, strength.”

And, the Hebrew word for “woman” is isha – it’s a derivative of ish – and it means:


“Woman in contrast to a man; foundation.”

God created men to be strong, courageous leaders.  And, God created women to be a strong support and foundation to that leadership.

But, there’s more.  Notice how God used the man’s rib to create the woman.  The Hebrew word for “rib” here means, “Rib, side, floor or ceiling timber”.  And it stems from a root word which means, “To curve, or limp as if one-sided.”

Remember where Paul said the woman was created for the man?  Well, us guys need you wives – it’s as simple as that.  We depend on you for strength, and support.  Just look at the imagery in these Hebrew words:
· Picture the perfectly designed, visually impressive building.  Looks great on the outside.  But, if the foundation and support beams are not attended to correctly, it will soon shift and tilt – and perhaps even collapse.

· And how about the imagery of the “rib”?  Our ribs support our body structure, and protect vital organs, like our hearts and lungs.   

Without them, we’re vulnerable to blows that would damage our hearts or puncture our lungs – blows that would shut down our blood flow and intake of oxygen.

You know, I can’t think of anything that’s more meaningful to me then when my wife Mary says she’s proud of me, or praises me for something I’ve done.  But, she can tear me down and kill my spirit – bit by bit – with a few critical words.

And, a wife not only affects a husband’s well-being, but his very reputation as well.  Consider these two verses from Proverbs 31, which describe a godly wife:

Proverbs 31:11 Her husband can trust her, and she will greatly enrich his life….23 Her husband is well known, for he sits in the council meeting with the other civic leaders.

I particularly like verse 23.  What this means is that a man’s reputation is directly affected by his wife – his reputation is impacted by the impression she imparts on those around them.  Personally, I think I’ve been blessed by my wife in this way.
So, how does this imagery play out from the perspective of the wife?   The “rib” and the “foundation” or “support beam” play vital roles in the functioning of the human body or a building.  But by themselves, they lack a vital purpose.









When I’m proactive in showing Mary how important she is to me – when I’m sharing my innermost thoughts with her, and spending quality time with her – she feels connected to me, and valued.   

But, if I get caught up in my work or projects, or I fail to let her know what’s going on with me in difficult times, she will feel insecure.  Because by doing this, I’m telling her she’s not needed – she’s not important to me at that moment.  And that is a blow to her identity and purpose as my helper.
4. Created “Piercer” and “One-Pierced”

We see this in our sexuality as well.  Remember the Hebrew words for male and female – the “piercer”, and “one pierced”?  They mean exactly what they imply – God created men and women to complement each other sexually as well.  

Who’s more likely to say, “We don’t have enough sex” in your marriage?  Probably the husband.  And, God’s hand is in this as well.  He made more physical, more visual – and He created us with a drive to initiate sexual intimacy.

I once heard a saying that, “Women are like crockpots and men are like microwaves.”  And surveys of Christian couples have found that to be true.  
These surveys have found that a woman may think about sex a few times a week.  
The typical man?   How about on the hour?  And, guess what is most important to men sexually?

· The first, probably no surprise – the frequency of sexual intimacy
· And second – that his wife enjoys sex, and his sexuality is respected and affirmed.

No question – our fragile male egos are at work here.  And it’s no wonder products like Viagra sell so well.  
So, how about women?  Well, let me sum it up with two quotes provided by Christian psychologist Archibald Hart.  One woman wrote:
“Sex is almost at the bottom of my list:  #1 is talking: #2 is holding; #3 is sharing; #4 is sexual love.”

And another woman said:

“Sex is extremely important to me.  It is the one time I have my husband totally to myself.  It is a precious time to me.”

Do you see the difference?  For a man, sexual intimacy affirms us as men.  For a woman, it’s her response to his attention and care for her.

Well, I’ve spent a lot of time contrasting men and women.  So, let me boil all this down to two words:  
SIGNIFICANCE   and   SECURITY.  
Husbands are driven by the need to feel significant.  And wives are driven by a need to feel secure, or safe, within the marriage relationship. Which leads to the Big Idea of this message this morning:


Affirm his significance, ensure her security

A husband needs to hear he’s getting the job done – that he’s significant to his wife.  And, a wife needs to feel secure – and that comes from feeling connected to her husband, and knowing she’s an important part of his life.
So, back to the Creation Account.  And let’s just ponder what their first conversations were like.  Who do you think is leading?   
Adam knows the drill about everything – how God wanted the garden tended to, the names of all the animals, what Adam and the woman could and couldn’t to do – but she doesn’t.  So, Adam has to explain it all.

Do you think the woman understood who God wanted to lead?  I bet she did.  And, you know what?  My guess is it didn’t matter.  Listen to the rest of chapter 2:

Gen 2:23 And Adam said: "This is now bone of my bones And flesh of my flesh; She shall be called Woman, Because she was taken out of Man."
 24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. 25 And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.

What a beautiful picture.  A husband thrilled with his new wife, and drawn toward her.  A new wife totally secure in her relationship with her husband, and comfortable in following his lead.  And the result – a couple enjoying the blessing of perfect emotional and sexual intimacy.  
So, why does God want husbands to lead and their wives to follow that leadership?  
Because it’s the only way marriage can be the perfect match – we’re created for it to work one way, and only one way.
Unfortunately, the perfect match doesn’t just happen by osmosis.  Because Genesis chapter 3 tells us that a virus has affected the world – and us men and women with it.  And that virus is the sin virus.  
You all have probably heard about the first man and woman eating the forbidden fruit.  The woman was deceived, took the lead and ate the fruit.  And the man – knowing better – abdicated his leadership and followed her.

Genesis 3, verses 7 and 8 tell us of the effects of this.  The perfect intimacy between the man and woman and God himself was shattered.  And the man and woman hide from God, themselves and each other in shame.
In addition, we see the first human emotion recorded in the Bible.  And that emotion?  Fear.  For the man, the fear that he was no longer significant.  For the woman, the fear that she was no longer secure.  
The man lost his position in the Garden, and would toil in frustration to scratch out a living.  And the woman would suffer sorrow, as well as the pain of childbirth.  

And then there’s the ominous warning of Genesis 3, verse 16:

Gen 3:16b Your desire shall be for your husband, And he shall rule over you."

Commentators offer two different interpretations of what this “desire for your husband” means.  Some say it means a wife will desire his position – to take over his leadership.  
Others say it speaks of a wife’s desire for companionship – even with a very imperfect husband.  I think they’re both right, because they’re related.  

Men – doubting their God-given significance – are drawn toward the status symbols of the world.  MIT professor Steve Pinker writes that the typical man’s self-esteem is most often tied to his status, salary, and wealth.  
And Pinker adds that men are often willing to work longer hours – even at the expense of other parts of their lives (like their health, their marriages and their families) – to realize these goals.

And the sorrow of the woman?  The loss of the security of an emotionally intimate, attentive husband – and strong and fearless leader.  

So, how does this play out?  It may be the domineering, abusive husband – who is insecure in, and intimidated by the world – so, he demands to be the big shot in his home.  
Or, it may be the passive, checked out husband who can rule by doing nothing – showing no love, attention or interest in his wife.  And, how can he do this?  Because of the emotional pull of the woman’s desire for security in her marriage.  
How often do we see the story in the news about how a young mother hooks up with some deadbeat guy, only to see him beat her child to death?  

And then we hear it wasn’t the first time these beatings took place – just the last time.  So, why does she stay – why does she ignore the obvious warning signs?  Some call it co-dependence – putting all her hopes in even the most unworthy man.  
But, it’s rooted in the strong pull to connect to a husband – a pull that’s distorted by sin.  One that too often men will abuse for their own purposes to dominate and control a woman.
I do want to finish with two things this morning.  First, submission doesn’t mean you accept and enable domestic abuse, substance abuse, or affairs – and I’m including pornography in that, because pornography is an emotional affair that is equally devastating to a marriage
To tolerate any of this enables a man to continue in ways that will destroy himself, you and your family.  So, if you even suspect any of this is happening in your home, seek counsel – from the pastoral staff, or an elder at the church here.  

And second, I want you to know that the Creation account story ends on a good note.  In verses 20-21, we’re told that Adam gives the woman a name – Eve – because she is the source of life.  
And, this isn’t only in her role as a child-bearer, but the completeness a wife provides a husband.  Adam is still the leader, but he understands more clearly the beautiful gift God has given him in his wife.  

Because when we are willing to look at our own shortcomings and imperfections, we’re better able to see the love of a spouse who will take us for what we are – warts and all.  
And second, we see the first example of God’s grace and unending love.  We’re told how God sacrificed animals to provide Adam and Eve clothing to protect them from the elements.

We’re still significant to Him, and we can still find security in Him.  He is always working, so there is always hope.  God can work a transformation in any life, and any marriage – if we let Him.  
So, let me leave you with one challenge this week.  To you husbands, ask your wife if she feels valued by you.  And ask her what you can do to make her feel valued.  Then start doing it.

And to you wives, set aside your husband’s faults for a moment and think about what you appreciate about him – and tell him that.  And ask him what you say or do that makes him feel good – that tells him he’s doing a good job as a husband or father.  

Join us next week, and we’ll pick up with 1st Peter 3.  Let’s pray.
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